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But the one who endures to the end will be saved. Matthew 24:13 


By hanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO 


Times and circumstances demand expectations which, if taken seriously and exercised properly, will 
bring in the crown of righteousness. 

| cannot imagine a more fitting place to ponder about perseverance than in my native Home- 
land, Armenia, which struggles to recover from a historical assault that shattered its self-belief and 
depressed its psyche. 

That was a year ago, but the dismal remnants of which, as | witness on the ground today, persist 
in segments of Armenian society. 

During the fall of 2021, the AMAA encountered two amazing heroes whose fearless struggle in 
life and persistence in a course of action in spite of con- 
ceived unsustainable difficulties and obstacles makes 
them enviable role models. 

This issue of the AMAA News spotlights their lives. One in his joining the Lord 
and the other in his recent revelation. 

For decades, Peter Kougasian served as an AMAA Board member, Armenia 
Committee Chair and Vice President. A man of deep faith and unfathomable whit, 
Peter was a multi-talented human being. His love of music, magic and ministry, in 
addition to a stellar professional career at the New York District Attorney’s office 
placed him on a different plateau. 

During the past several years, Peter was assaulted by a vicious and brutal 
disease, ALS, which eventually laid him physically incapacitated in a hospital bed. 
Peter persevered fighting a heroic battle armed with faith and utilizing every tech- 
nological invention available to connect, communicate and create. Peter’s legacy 
of endurance and perseverance is a model to follow. 

In October, Artak Beglaryan, State Minister of Artsakh Republic, was the guest of 
honor at the AMAA Annual Meeting and keynote speaker at the Banquet in Fresno, 
California. Artak lost his eyesight as a teen in a landmine explosion. Soon after, he 
also lost his father. Artak would never give up. As a fighter, he extensively struggled in life. Armed with faith and courage, Artak 
persevered and conquered all obstacles to gain vast knowledge, higher education and multiple degrees. He climbed the ladder 
of greatness through humility, hard work and the Christian spirit of service, which he attributes to have gained at AMAA summer 
camps in Stepanakert. Artak brought us inspiration, courage and fortitude from our historic highlands, which remain wounded 
but upbeat and forward-looking. 

Two perseverant heroes to look up to, emulate and overcome the odds. 

Brighter days are ahead for our people. 

Thank you for your support. 


November 22, 2021 
Yerevan, Armenia 
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Artsakh is at the Heart of 
AMAA Annual Meeting and Banquet 


Bedrosian Family Honored 
for Support of Camp Ministry 


By Philip Tavlian* 


he Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of America (AMAA) 
emerged from the COVID-19 
Pandemic of 2020 to hold an 
outstanding global convocation in the Great 
Central Valley of California in 2021. 

The AMAA held its 102nd Annual 
Meetings October 21-24 on the Campus of 
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church 
in Fresno, CA. The missionary arm of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church worldwide, 
the AMAA gathering included meetings of 
the Armenian Evangelical World Council 
(AEWC) with delegates from the Armenian 
Evangelical Unions of North America, 
France, Near East, Republic of Armenia, and 


Eurasia as well as the Stephen Philibosian 
Foundation in attendance. 

The 102nd Annual Membership Meet- 
ing took place in the Pilgrim Sanctuary on 
Saturday morning, October 23, and was 
streamed virtually via Zoom Video. 

The Saturday sessions culminated in the 
102nd Annual Meeting Banquet dedicated 
to The Artsakh Republic. The Banquet took 
place in the Fellowship Hall of First Armenian 
Presbyterian Church, ten city blocks distant 
from Fresno’s Historic Armenian Town. 

Guests arrived to find a hall decorated 
in the colors and embellishments of the 
Autumn Harvest. Banquet Co-Sponsors and 
Co-Chairs John Abdulian, M.D. and Linda- 


Kay Bedrosian Abdulian welcomed the at- 
tendees to the sold-out event. Mrs. Abdulian, 
President of National Raisin Company and 
AMAA Board Member, served as Master of 
Ceremonies and thanked AMAA President 
Nazareth Darakjian, M.D., and Executive 
Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian for their 
servant leadership. 

Tenor Misak Israelyan, a native of 
Vanadzor, offered stirring renditions of the 
anthems of the United States of America and 
Republic of Armenia. Reverend Gregory Va- 
hack Haroutunian, Senior Pastor of FAPC, 
offered the prayer of invocation. 

Guests screened a special video on the 
AMAA Camp Ministry in Artsakh, which 
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began near Stepanakert in 1995 and moved 
to Sushi in the summer of 2003. The video 
depicted a quarter century of AMAA Camp 
ministry in Artsakh, with more than 800 
young people participating in each annual 
summer session. The video also saluted 
Carlotta and the late Ernest Bedrosian, Kath- 
erine and the late Krikor Bedrosian, Ken- 
neth and Jane Bedrosian, and their extended 
family for faithful sponsorship of AMAA’s 
Camp Bedrosian in Sushi since 2003. The 
campsite was lost to the Azeri military in the 
44-day war that ended November 10, 2020. 
Executive Director/CEO Khanjian neverthe- 
less advised the Banquet guests, "Bedrosian 
Camp is not a building, land, or soil—it is 
spirit. We will build a camp in Sushi one 
more time." President Darakjian presented 
an oil portrait of Camp Bedrosian to the 
Bedrosian Family and Harout Nercessian, 
AMAA Armenia Representative, presented 
the family with albums of photographs from 
the 25-year camp ministry. Speaking for the 
extended family, AMAA Board Member 
Bryan Bedrosian offered moving remarks 
in the English and Armenian languages. 

Guests dined on beef filet and chicken 
kebab and accompaniments, prepared by the 
Holy Trinity Men’s Society, and served by 
the employees of National Raisin Company. 
Following the meal, Tenor Israelyan offered 
the venerable hymn, "How Great Thou Art," 
in the English language and the Artsakh 
anthems, "Life and Battle" and "We Will 
Live," in the Armenian language. 

Her Excellency, Lilit Makunts, newly 
appointed Ambassador of the Republic of 
Armenia to the United States marked her 
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Rev. Gregory Haroutunian, Senior Pastor of FAPC. 


first visit to California 
at the Banquet and 
warmly saluted the 
AMAA for offering 
humanitarian aid, 
inspiring the Armen- 
ian people to hope for 
a better life and future, 
and for emphasizing the 
education of youth. She 
concluded her remarks 
by saying, "After the 
44-day Artsakh war, 
we have only one place 
to go—forward!" The 
Honorable Armen 
Baibourtian, Ph.D., 
Consul General of the 
Republic of Armenia in 
Los Angeles, expressed 
delight at being present 
for the Banquet and 
described Fresno as 
"the place where our 
Armenian roots are 
in the Western United 
States." Consul General Baibourtian 
was accompanied by the Honorable Berj 
Apkarian, Honorary Consul of the Republic 
of Armenia in Fresno since 2014. 

The Banquet Committee introduced the 
keynote speaker with an AMAA video en- 
titled, "A Success Story Against All Odds." 
Artak Beglaryan, State Minister of the Art- 
sakh Republic, lost his vision in a landmine 
incident in 1995. A onetime camper at the 
AMAA Camp in Stepanakert, Beglaryan 
went on to study at Yerevan State Univer- 


Bedrosian Abdulian. 
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Armen Baibourtian, Consul General of RA in Los Angeles. 
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Banquet Co-Sponsors and Co-Chairs John Abdulian, M.D. and LindaKay 


sity, University College London, and the 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at 
Tufts University in Medford, Massachusetts. 
He served as Human Rights Ombudsman 
of Artsakh for two years and was appointed 
State Minister on June 1, 2021. 

He opened his Banquet remarks by say- 
ing, "It’s symbolic to be in Fresno because it 
is the symbol of survival and revival after the 
Genocide of 1915. The example of Fresno 
will be quite encouraging to us." Beglaryan 
examined the future of Artsakh following the 
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Rev. Nerses Balabanian, Senior Pastor of Pilgrim Church. 
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44-day war and cited long-term and short-term 
challenges. The long-term challenges include: 
(1) security; (2) demography; (3) economic 
development; (4) government reforms; and 
(5) education. Beglaryan said the short-term 
challenges include: (1) housing; (2) social 
and labor productivity; (3) physical and psy- 
chological rehabilitation of the populace; (4) 
infrastructure; and (5) institutional capacity. To 
address these challenges, Minister Beglaryan 
called for self-analysis at all levels, unity, 
strategic thinking, patience, persistence, and an 
attitude of service. He concluded his address 
by saying, "Jesus sacrificed His life to give us 
a chance; the Artsakh soldiers sacrificed their 
lives for the same goal. We should so live our 
lives that their lives were not given in vain." 


Mr. Khanjian presented Minister Be- 
glaryan and his advisor, David Akopyan, 
with a variety of gifts, including a framed 
motto, "Perseverance—Never Give Up!" 
Khanjian thanked the Host and Banquet 
Committees and the Armenian Community 
of Fresno for their warm hospitality. He con- 
cluded with the words of Jesus of Nazareth: 
"Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to all creation.’ [Mark 16: 15]. AMAA’s 
march goes on!" Reverend Albert Pay- 
tyan, President of the Union of Evangelical 
Churches in Armenia, offered the benedic- 
tion and Reverend Nerses Balabanian led the 
singing of the Doxology (Park yev Badeev). 

The 102nd Annual Meetings concluded 
with a service of worship on Sunday, Octo- 


ber 24 at Pilgrim Church. Reverend Doctor 
Vahan H. Tootikian conducted the Installa- 
tion Service of new AMAA Board Members 
and Reverend L. Nishan Bakalian offered the 
Memorial Prayer. Reverend Doctor Harou- 
tune Selimian of Syria delivered the worship 
message in Armenian and Reverend Doctor 
Ronald Tovmassian of Southern California 
delivered the worship message in English. 

The 102nd Annual Meeting Host Com- 
mittee included Reverend Nerses Balabanian, 
Senior Pastor of Pilgrim Armenian Congre- 
gational Church of Fresno; Reverend Kevin 
Kasper, Associate Pastor of Pilgrim Church; 
and Edward and Roseann Saliba, Co-Chairs. 

The Annual Meeting Banquet Com- 
mittee included Dr. John and LindaKay 
Bedrosian Abdulian, Co-Chairs; Execu- 
tive Director/CEO Khanjian; Katherine 
Bedrosian; Jane Bedrosian Asmar; Louisa 
Janbazian; Christine Kutlu; Magda Poulos; 
Nancy Rivera; Missy Karabian Statler; and 
Marie Viducich. 


* Philip Tavlian is a 
member of the First 
Armenian Presbyterian 
Church of Fresno, CA. 


On Tuesday, October 26, 2021, Artak Beglaryan, State Minister of Artsakh Republic, awarded Zaven Khanjian, AMAA 
Executive Director/CEO, with a Commemorative Medal for his long-time humanitarian service to the Homeland. 

"Lam truly humbled with this notable and surprise honor. | am always grateful to my Creator for the opportunity to 
serve my people. My commitment to Artsakh and its people is forever," said Mr. Khanjian and thanked Mr. Beglaryan 


for this honor. 


State Minister of Artsakh Republic 
October 26, 2021 
Stepanakert 
Re: Awarding a Medal by the State Minister 


Based on the decision N 44 of the Government of the Artsakh 
Republic of October 12, 2017, approved by 3rd sub-item of the 
18th point of the N1 appendix: 
| ORDER 
To award the Executive Director/CEO of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, Zaven Khanjian, with the Commemorative 
Medal of the State Minister of the Republic for his long-time and 
respectable humanitarian services to the Homeland. 

Artak Beglaryan 
State Minister of Artsakh Republic 


Artak Beglaryan 


State Minister of the Republic of Artsakh 


Speech at AMAA’s 


102" Annual Meeting Banquet 


ear friends, dear compatriots, 

beloved soulmates, 

It’s my pleasure and honor 

to be here to talk to you and 

to have the invitation of the 
AMAA as special guest. It’s my honor also 
to be in Fresno for the first time and to 
talk about this topic and to be hosted by 
the Bedrosian Family. It’s symbolic to be 
in Fresno because Fresno is the symbol of 
Armenian survival and revival in the United 
States after the Armenian Genocide. Fresno 
is the symbol of Armenian development in 
the US after the Armenian Genocide. Since 
we are talking about Artsakh now, | am sure 
that the experience and the path of Fresno 
Armenians will be quite useful, quite help- 
ful, and encouraging for us. It’s my pleasure 
to be hosted by the AMAA because, as you 


spheres which are quite strategic for us. The 
results are visible now after the war too. 

What we have in Artsakh? | know that 
many of you, all of you have that question. 
What kind of future we should have, we 
are going to have in Artsakh? | would stress 
some points. 

First, we should understand that we 
have both long-term and short-term doings 
in Artsakh. The long-term doings, | would 
build on five pillars. First pillar is security 
because security is a must. In order to have 
all of the other pillars for a long time, and 
in order to have Armenian Artsakh forever. 
In terms of security, you know what we had 
during the war, what we have now after the 
war. You know that Russian peacekeepers 
are insuring, guaranteeing security there. In 
general, that’s successful in this one year. In 
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AMAA always made quite wonderful and powerful and strategic 


investments in the lives of Artsakh people in social development, 


in education, and in many other spheres which are quite strategic 


for us. The results are visible now after the war too. 


99 


know already, AMAA has done a lot in my 
life, especially in my childhood. But not only 
mine, but also many Armenian families, 
many Armenian children since 1995. 
AMAA always made quite wonderful 
and powerful and strategic investments in 
the lives of Artsakh people in social devel- 
opment, in education, and in many other 


parallel with that, we are doing our best to 
improve our own security system. Not only 
military, but also political and many other 
areas of security. But, we are not alone, our 
security is based on not only international 
and Russian guarantees, but also Armenian 
guarantees, guarantees of the Republic of 
Armenia, but also guarantees of worldwide 


Armenians. Everyone, all of you, each of you 
is a part of our security system for a long 
time. In the short period, in the upcoming 
years, for sure you know that the security 
guarantees are given by Russian peacekeep- 
ers. We hope and we insist that Russian 
peacekeepers should stay in Artsakh for a 
long time unless the conflict gets settled 
finally. Since we have the Azerbaijani and 
Turkish claims and their Armenian-phobic 
policies are continuous, that’s why we 
think that conflict settlement is not a short 
period, is not visible in a short period. That’s 
why we want to have additional interna- 
tional security guarantees now with the face 
of Russian peacekeepers. 

Demography, the second pillar. Now 
we have over 120,000 Armenians living in 
Artsakh. Before the war, we had 150,000 liv- 
ing there. The majority of these 30,000 are 
internally displaced persons living in Arme- 
nia. A part of internally displaced persons 
have returned to Artsakh and living in tem- 
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porary housing conditions, waiting for final 
solutions for their housing. This number, 
120,000, shows our goal, our persistence to 
live in Artsakh, to create in Artsakh, and also 
to have Artsakh forever. It means that each 
family has its own investment in Artsakh, in 
the future of Artsakh, regardless of any kind 
of uncertainties on security, on develop- 
ment and many other areas regarding the 
future of Artsakh. On demography, the first 
goal Artsakh government has is to solve the 
housing problem in three years with sup- 
port of Armenian diaspora and Armenian 
government and we are going to build 
over 6,000 new houses and apartments 
in order to return our internally displaced 
persons to their Homeland. After this and 
in parallel with this, we are making a new 
strategy, demographic strategy in order to 
have both natural growth for a long time, 
but also mechanical growth for repatria- 
tion. We hope to have Artsakh in 10, 20, 30 
years with better demographic conditions 
because as much as Armenians are living in 
Artsakh, we will have a better guaranteed 
future in Artsakh. That’s a must for us. 

The third pillar is economic develop- 
ment. Though we have worse conditions 
now than before the war, but we are sure 
that even now, we should have favorable 
conditions for economic development. We 
want to restore our economic development 
growth and to build Artsakh better than be- 
fore the war. With support of all Armenians 
and the Armenian government, we hope to 
have in a few years a sustainable, economic 
growth in Artsakh. Based on agriculture, 
based on construction, IT sector, some ser- 
vice and some productions including food 
production. 

The fourth pillar is good governance. All 
of these areas and other areas that | didn’t 
mention are connected, are dependent 
on good governance. We are planning to 
make reforms in the government system in 
order to have better governance in Artsakh. 
Without good governance, I’m sure that 
we can’t have the Homeland that we are 
dreaming of. We have many ideas, but still 
we are making strategies. That’s why | can’t 
give details to you on this area. 

The fifth pillar for me, the best and 
most important one, is education. Without 
education, nothing is possible in the long- 
term. Because we want to rely on education 
in order to solve our long-term problems 
including security, demography, economic 
development, good governance, etc. We are 


sure that with good education, everything 
could be possible in certain time for sure. 

In short term, especially relating to war 
consequences, we have again five types of 
humanitarian problems. The first one is 
housing that | mentioned in demography. 
The housing problem is a short-term prob- 
lem, firstly for the internally displaced per- 
sons, but also in a longer period it’s a serious 
problem for our demography because we 
have lots of families including non-internally 
displaced persons who can’t plan their life, 
can’t have new babies just for this reason, 
because they don’t have their own houses. 
They don’t have their own apartments. 
That’s why it’s a longer problem for us than 
three years, but with support of Armenian 
government and Armenian diaspora, we 
hope to solve this issue in a few years. After 
the three-year period. We are now building 
twenty new communities in Artsakh for in- 
ternally displaced persons and for occupied 
communities, but it will not be enough. We 
are planning much more as | said. 

The second problem is a social prob- 
lem, social and labor problem for internally 
displaced persons. Because people lost their 
job, people lost their properties, people lost 
even documents, clothes, everything. In a 
shorter period in the first month, we and 
you and the whole Armenian world gave 
short term humanitarian aid to Artsakh 
people. It was the response, the reaction 
of the first consequences of the war. Now 
we are jumping into the recovery, long-term 
recovery period. In this period, we are going 
to build new workplaces and to give people 
some opportunities to have their own in- 
come. In other words, in the first months, 
we were giving fish, now we are going to 
teach them fishing. It’s a principle for us, 
for the government. | am sure that all of you 
agree with us that long-term development 
and recovery supports new workplaces and 
income generation program. 

The third humanitarian issue is physi- 
cal and psychological rehabilitation of 
our people. Actually, the whole Artsakh 
population has psychological traumas 
because of the war and because of the 
ongoing uncertainties and some security 
frights. Many of them also have physical 
traumas and physical issues which should 
be solved, rehabilitated with the support 
of us. We have a rehabilitation center. We 
have improved the conditions of that center, 
but it’s not enough. We are going to make 
better conditions for them, but also we 


are going to have a new system of social 
psychological support by the government. 
Here, the AMAA example is quite useful for 
us, especially the "Shogh" Centers. We are 
going to have a new institution with social 
workers and we have started this reform. 
| guess in a few months, we’ll have the 
whole institution there. We think that in a 
few years we will have better psychological 
and mental conditions including psychologi- 
cal, post-war psychological traumas will be 
solved in general. 

The fourth problem is infrastructure. 
The humanitarian problems are inter-con- 
nected with infrastructure problems too. It’s 
not only relating to 2020 War consequenc- 
es, but they are also long-term problems 
that you know. We have recovered much 
infrastructure including roads, electricity, 
network and stations, water pipelines, gas 
pipelines, schools, kindergartens, hospitals 
etc. Still, we have some large detriments as 
a result of the War that we need to solve. 
We need to restore now. That’s not enough. 
Again, we want to build Artsakh back bet- 
ter. We want to have better infrastructure 
conditions we had than before the War. 
We have many projects there both the 
government but also Armenian worldwide 
organizations and Armenian government 
supporting this. 

The fifth one, which is again not only 
short-term, but long-term problem is 
institutional capacity. For sure, for solving 
the war consequences and problems, we 
need better institutional capacities. We are 
building them or improving them. That’s 
not enough. This is the area where the 
Armenian world has, | would not say zero, 
but quite a small number of investments. 
Unfortunately, by now, we have not given 
enough attention to institutional capacities 
because the needs should be recorded, 
should be assessed by institutions. The 
needs should be satisfied by institutions. 
Many other things, both short-term 
and long-term, should be done by local 
institutions which means also individual 
and professional capacities. This is an area 
that | want to attract your attention to in 
order to invest here too because we are 
isolated the international community. 
We don’t have the good experience of the 
international community of institutional 
building. We only have the experience of 
Armenia and Armenians worldwide. That’s 
why, whoever has any kind of capacity, any 
kind of solution or any kind of proposal, we 
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are open to discuss such kind of investment 
in Artsakh too. 

What qualities do we need in order 
to tackle both long-term and short-term 
problems? There are many qualities I’m 
thinking of. Again | separated five qualities. 
The first one is self-analysis, which is quite 
important for us at all levels: individual, 
group or organizational level, community 
level, and national level. Everyone, each 
group, each community, and our nation and 
the governments in Armenia and Artsakh, 
first should be able to analyze themselves, 
ourselves including myself. To understand 
our mistakes, to understand our successes, 
our weak and our strong parts, and then, 
we can analyze our environment includ- 
ing our neighbors. Unless we have good 
self-analysis, we can’t reach our goals both 
short-term and long-term. 

The second quality is unity. At least 
for national goals, we have to have unity 
everywhere. Debates, competitions are 
good, but antagonism is not acceptable 
especially when we are working on national 
goals, national dreams. That’s a must for us. 

Strategic thinking. We should un- 
derstand that this situation is a complex 
situation, is a complicated one. It doesn’t 
have an easy and short-term solution. 
We should have strategic thinking and 
patience in order to have one day, to 
see the results and the goals come true. 
Persistence, this a part of strategic thinking 
too because we need to be persistent in 
reaching our goals. We don’t have the right 
to give up this way. 

Service thinking, which is again, quite 
important personally for me too. Service 
thinking is a part of our life, national life, 
social life and everyone in each group; each 
community should be caring of other groups 
too. It doesn’t mean that we should serve 
only to Artsakh people. We should serve the 
Homeland including Armenia people and 
Artsakh and Armenia people should serve 
to our diaspora compatriots too. This is a 
part of our unity. 

What can we do? Another question 
that especially after the war, many Arme- 
nians and especially the diaspora are asking. 
| think we have many things to do. If we have 
the goal, if we have these qualities, we can 
find solutions. We can find channels, but | 
would stress some points. 

Firstly, whatever we can do for Artsakh 
is the first one, living in Artsakh one day. 
It doesn’t mean that at this moment, this 


decision should be made. It means that we 
should think of that. Second, we should 
work in or for Artsakh. This is a part of our 
service, which means that even in distance, 
we can serve Artsakh. Even in distance, we 
can have some works there. We can take 
some groups or some students, or some 
institutions in order to build capacities 
there, improve capacities there. This is also 
a great part of our service. The third one, 
doing business in Artsakh. By now, the over- 
whelming majority of our people, diaspora 
Armenians, make lots of charity programs 
in Artsakh. After the war too, some of them 
had done business in Artsakh. | think it’s 
the time to think about business. Business, 
especially in Artsakh, is both investment 
in workplaces, but also capacity building, 
but also charity programs. Because you are 
keeping many families in that case. You have 
money not wasted, but circulated, which 
is quite important to have self-sufficient 
system. Fourth one, having charity pro- 
grams, projects, and hard investments in 
infrastructure whatever has been done 
so far since 90’s by Armenian diaspora. 
As | said, we have lots of infrastructure to 
restore and many of them to build yet. We 
still have this need, but | guess this should 
not be the only or even, the first priority for 
us. The fifth one, to have soft investment in 
Artsakh. It means again as | said, capacity 
building, education, both formal and non- 
formal education which is important for 
us. The results of which are not visible and 
sometimes are not predictable, but they are 
long term results. | can say this with my own 
experience both in Artsakh, but also abroad 
how | got education and how | returned 
there and what it meant, this education, 
for me and for my people there. 

To sum up, | would like to tell a small 
story on my life. When | was four and half 
years old, my father was killed in a battle 
in 1993. | asked my mom, "Mom, where is 
father? When is he returning?" He said that, 
"Soon, | will come back." Gradually, when | 
was growing up, | understood that my father 
would not return, but | was proud of my 
father and of the sacrifice of my father. | was 
not only proud, but | was sure that | would 
do everything in order to value the sacrifice 
of my father and many other fathers. When 
| was six, | lost my eyesight as a result of a 
landmine explosion. My mom always was 
saying that when you are sixteen, your vi- 
sion will be back. | forgot that during the 
school time. | got a good education at the 


school and | was persistent in order to be 
a good man, good citizen. But, when | was 
sixteen, my mother died. | remembered the 
promise of my mom that my vision would 
be back. My vision was not back, but | got 
additional vision in order to serve for sacri- 
fices and deprivations of my parents for my 
Homeland, for my people. | got an educa- 
tion, | returned to Artsakh and | started to 
serve to my people at the government, then 
as Human Rights Ombudsman. You know 
what | did during the war? | did quite a small 
part of the job because we had more than 
4,000 sacrifices. It was quite a small thing, 
whatever | did. Everyone is saying | am a 
hero, but | am not a hero. Heroes are our 
sacrifices, our victims that they sacrificed 
the best things in their life. Inthe end of the 
war, on the last days of the war, always | had 
a question in my mind; whether these sac- 
rifices, and since 90’s including my father’s 
sacrifice were in vain? 

On November 9, this question was 
the strongest question in my mind and | 
thought that I’m doing an empty thing; 
not necessary thing what I’m doing. We 
had November 9 and the end of war. On 
November 10, | visited the graves of my 
father and my mother. | promised there 
and | swore there not to ask this question 
anymore because questions are not for us, 
such kind of questions. | swore and | prom- 
ised to do everything that nobody, including 
myself, never will think about this question. 
Our sacrifices are not in vain because as 
Jesus gave the life, as Jesus had sacrifices 
in order to save the humanity, in order to 
give chance to humanity to be survived. 
Our victims and our heroes gave their life 
in order to give us a chance to live for the 
goal that they gave their life and they sacri- 
ficed their life for the same goals. It means 
that we have only one thing; to live so that 
nothing, no sacrifice should not be in vain, 
and we should live for the same goals that 
which they gave their lives. 

Thank you. 
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AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian's Message 
at AMAA's 102 Annual Meeting Banquet 


Good Evening Fresno, 


We did it! 

After a two-year aspiration and a few months of diligent planning, God blessed us with this 
gathering of the larger family of the AMAA from coast to coast and our esteemed guests from 
around the globe, in the heart of the San Joaquin Valley. Thank you, Fresno, land of the early 
mass Armenian migration to the United States, a land soaked with the sweet sweat of industrious 
peasants and labor who turned the land into gold and their progeny into a class of remarkable, 
noteworthy and world class citizenry. Today, on the tour we hailed The Daring Young Man Wil- 
liam Saroyan, bowed to our national hero, Soghomon Tehlirian, and saluted our epic hero, David 
of Sassoun. 

For a long weekend, we enjoyed the warm hospitality of two amazing AMAA committees, 
Host and Banquet. 

We salute the Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church, its daring minister Rev. Nerses Bala- 
banian, Co-Chairs Edward and Roseann Saliba, the Church Council and all cohorts who warmly 
welcomed us, spearheaded all arrangements and streamlined the effort. 

This Banquet has been a challenge for our Banquet Co-Chairs who have been longing for it 
to happen since the Fall of 2019. After a long struggle with the pandemic, we are here enjoying 
this remarkable event, which, with the help of AMAA’s devoted staff, almost singlehandedly was 
the product of one person, LindaKay Bedrosian Abdulian. 

Thank you, John, and LindaKay. Thank you, every single member of the Committee. May God abundantly bless you. 

Thank you, First Armenian Presbyterian Church and Badveli Greg Haroutunian for the warm, colorful and boundless spirit of love, 
care and attention, extending every imaginable door to door service. May God bless the Church and its ministry. 

| salute and thank our globally dispersed staff and partners in the Mission who have traveled the Oceans to join us today. 

| salute and thank the AMAA staff in Paramus, NJ, Glendale, CA, Yerevan and Artsakh who graciously stand behind the effort to 
advance every AMAA event, activity, service or program. While | usually appear on the stage, the behind-the-scenes talents are those 
who produce the treasures we enjoy. Thank you, staff. 

| salute my wife Sona and all spouses, men and women whose un-wavered support and encouragement is what makes things happen. 

| salute and thank our esteemed guest, the honorable Artsakh Republic State Minister, Artak Beglaryan, who travelled thousands of 
miles to bring us inspiration, courage and fortitude from those historical highlands, where at different intervals of history, our forebears, 
were forced out, leaving their hearts behind. 

| salute our new Ambassador of Armenia to the United States, Lilit Makunts, who travelled the width of the continent for one night 
to honor us with her presence this evening. Thank you, Ambassador Makunts. 

We do not have to look far in history to realize how veracious Hovhannes Shiraz was describing the destiny of the collective life 
of our people when he authored 


Utup fuwnun Ehlup v&n (Gnuenh weEu 
dnip hnndénh weEu ustghe yuynwq 


We laid in peace on our majestic peaks 
While you ferociously blustered through 


The scripture says, "We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not aban- 
doned; struck down, but not destroyed." 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 


The way to avoid more blusters is to fortify our peaks with: 
1) Faith — Faith will sustain us, and with faith we have the victory in sight as we continue to ‘set the light on the hill’ and 
‘raise it on a candlestick’ against the most ferocious blusters. 
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2) Love — In love, we offer the highest levels of spiritual and material sacrifice by building, developing, teaching and 
reaching out. These brick-and-mortar treats fortify our peaks. 

3) Service — Jesus said, "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve" and "whoever wants to be- 
come great among you must be your servant." As we emulate Christ our Lord, our mission is to serve our people around the 
globe and especially those on the peaks of Artsakh. 

Perseverance is the fuel that will run the engine of Faith, Love and Service, something our guest of honor tonight has learned 
well in childhood and exercised to reach the peaks of service and thus greatness. 


You get a taste of the legacy of Love, Faith and Service of which tonight | am thrilled to share two new examples. 

1) The Manguikian family have graciously funded $300,000 covering the cost of renovation of AMAA’s new Kinder- 
garten in Stepanakert, Artsakh. The new and expanded kindergarten will be named after Dr. BEDROS MANGUIKIAN. We are 
profoundly grateful to Dr. Dertad Manguikian for the love expressed to the children of Artsakh through this generous dona- 
tion. 

2) Sarkis and Haygouhi Maranjian have graciously pledged $125,000 to the AMAA Shogh Center in Vanadzor, Armenia. 
The Center will be called SARKIS and HAYGOUHI MARANJIAN SHOGH CENTER. Dear Sarkis and Haygouhi Maranjian, genera- 
tions of youth are being illuminated in the AMAA Shogh Centers in Armenia. Thank you for your gracious Christian spirit. 


God has called on the AMAA to face the spiritual and humanitarian challenges of our people and assume a humble role of 
service. As we look up to the Great Commission, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation" Mark 16:15, the march 
goes on. 

Thank you for sharing this evening with us. Thank you for your generous support and may God bless you all. 


Ambassador of Armenia to the United States Lilit Makunts' Message 
at AMAA's 102% Annual Meeting Banquet 


tis an honor to be here with you — at the 102nd Annual Meeting Banquet of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America and | would like to thank you for the kind invitation. It 
is my first visit to Fresno, and California, since | assumed the post of the Ambassador of 
Armenia to the United States and it has its symbolic meaning. Fresno has a special place 
in the hearts and minds of American Armenians, as one of the first places where our ancestors 
settled finding a refuge after fleeing persecution and the Genocide in the Ottoman Turkey more 
than a century ago. Also, we all know and love Fresno as a city where our prominent compatriot 
— William Saroyan, was born and lived. This factor makes it another privilege to be here tonight. 

103 years ago, a group of believers met in Worcester, MA and founded the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America longing to assist their compatriots who suffered from the § 
Armenian Genocide and found shelters worldwide. This invaluable assistance was a firm proof of | 
our unity, a unity which comes through centuries. 

For more than a century, the Armenian Missionary Association of America is standing next 
to the Armenians in need and through its daily activity in different fields - from spiritual to social, 
inspires people with a hope for a better life and future. 

| want to acknowledge AMAA's tremendous aid after the devastating earthquake of 1988, during the first Artsakh war, throughout 
our independence and after the second Artsakh war. The immense humanitarian activity on the ground is beyond any words of 
appreciation. 

In any country, and especially for Armenia and Armenians, education plays a huge role in the development of the society, in the 
increase of the social-economic situation and overall, in strengthening the state as a whole. In this context | would like to extend our 
gratitude to our compatriots living abroad who invest in education, who support our young people who seek to get their education 
and then contribute to the development of our country. Dozens of kindergartens and schools in Armenia and Artsakh run by the 
AMAA are a good example of this. | would also like to highlight the educational centers operated by the AMAA in other countries with 
Armenian communities. This educational bridge is an important channel of keeping our Armenian identity worldwide. Our language 
and traditions are yet another key to preserving our culture, statehood and unity. 

Today, a year after the 44-day Artsakh war, we might seem psychologically devastated, discouraged and lost. But we will recover 
and rise again. 

Thank you! 
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A Reception in Honor of State Minister of Artsakh Artak Beglaryan 
at the Consulate General of Armenia in Los Angeles 


Consulate General of Armenia in Los Angeles located in 
Glendale, CA in honor of the State Minister of Artsakh, Mr. 
Artak Beglaryan. The reception was organized and hosted jointly by the 
ROA Consulate and the Armenian Missionary Association of America. 
The reception/program started with a prayer offered by Arch- 
bishop Pargev Martirosyan. Among the guests were dignitaries and 
representatives of different State and Local governmental agen- 
cies, who presented certificates of appreciation to Mr. Beglaryan. 
Special greetings were conveyed by Consul General Mr. Armen 
Baibourtian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian and 
Mr. Beglaryan’s Personal Advisor Mr. David Akopyan. Mr. Be- 
glaryan in his message thanked for the organizers for the honor be- 
stowed upon him, presented the current situation in Artsakh and spoke about the challenges and priorities of the coun- 
try. He stressed that Artsakh is Armenian and has always been and is part of the world civilization. Mr. Beglaryan 
invited the Armenian Diaspora communities not only do charity work in Artsakh but invest in the country in all fields. 
Below are the remarks AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian presented during the reception. 


f\ special reception was held on Wednesday, October 27 at the 


Dear Guests, 


On behalf of the Armenian Missionary Association of America and its President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, who is among 
us this evening, | welcome you to this reception honoring the State Minister of the Artsakh Republic, Mr. Artak Beglaryan. 
| am grateful to the Consulate General of the Republic of Armenia and Ambassador Baibourtian for the honor and op- 
portunity to jointly organize and host this event. 

October is a shining stellar on the Armenian calendar when we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Translators, the creation 
of the Armenian Alphabet and the translation of the Holy Bible. October denotes the genesis of Armenia’s illumination 
and the threshold to civilization. 

But October 2020 will remain a dark reminder of a barbaric assault by heinous beasts let loose in the Near East. Our 
hearts bleed as we remember a nation mourning the martyrdom of its youngest and brightest in defense of a Homeland 
and its sanctities. 

It did not take long for this resilient people to stand up and build what evil hands destroyed, illuminate the darkness 
imposed and live, toil, sweat and create again. 

Earlier this year, | had the privilege of being in Artsakh again, where despite the pain suffered from my cognitive re- 
alization of the consequences of war, my psyche interacted with the joy of watching an indigenous population return to 
their Homeland with a fervent spirit of ownership and an indestructible will to stay put at home. 

This evening we are gathered to honor Artsakh through one of its finest children, the Honorable State Minister of 
Artsakh Republic, Artak Beglaryan. 

Mr. Beglaryan is a fighter who has extensively struggled in life. Armed with faith and courage, he has persevered and 
conquered all obstacles to climb the ladder of greatness through humility, hard work and the Christian spirit of service. 
Mr. Beglaryan brings us inspiration, courage and fortitude from our historic highlands which remain wounded but upbeat 
and forward looking. 

Since 1995, the AMAA has had a vast presence of goodwill in the Artsakh Republic in the fields of education, spiritual and social 
service, humanitarian assistance and youth services. AMAA has expanded its services in postwar Artsakh. Despite our significant 
material losses in occupied Shushi, the AMAA is not shy and will invest even more. Our return on investment is not measured in 
material values but in human values. Please join me in welcoming the distinguished State Minister of Artsakh and may we assure 
him of our perpetual commitment to the Republic and its people. 

Let me close with a statement borrowed from our honorable guest. "If you care for Artsakh to remain Armenian or if 
you care for Armenians to remain in Artsakh then do something about it." 

Thank you and please enjoy the evening. 
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AMAA Holds 102"¢ Annual Meeting in Fresno 
Elects New Board Members for Class of 2024 


By Louisa Janbazian 


he 102™ Annual Meeting of the 

Armenian Missionary Associa- 

tion of America (AMAA) was 

held at the Pilgrim Armenian 
Congregational Church in Fresno, CA on 
Saturday, October 23, 2021. 

AMAA President Nazareth Darakji- 
an, M.D. presided over the meeting. Rev. 
Razmig Minassian, Executive Director of 
Camp AREYV, offered a prayer and a short 
devotion. His devotional was based on 1 
Thessalonians 1:1-3. Rev. Minassian fo- 
cused on Paul’s encouraging words to the 
Thessalonians about their work produced 
by faith, their labor promoted by love and 
their endurance inspired by hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He reminded all who 
gathered at the meeting that in faith we 
look back at what God has done in our life, 
that love is the mechanism in which we live 
by today, and that we are a people of hope. 
Without hope, we are doomed. But through 
Christ, we have hope for a better day. 

During the meeting AMAA Executive 
Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian presented 


his report covering the Association's activi- 
ties during the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year. Re- 
ports were also received from the AMAA 
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs, 
as well as Representatives of the Armenian 
Evangelical Unions, the Armenian Evan- 
gelical World Council and affiliated orga- 
nizations presented their reports, shared 
their joys and concerns and praised God for 
another successful year despite restrictions 
due to the COVID pandemic. 

During the Annual Meeting, Mr. Artak 
Beglaryan, State Minister of Republic of 
Artsakh, greeted the attendees and credited 
the Christian education he received at the 
AMAA Summer Camps in Artsakh he at- 
tended in his childhood as helping develop 
his service spirit. Mr. Beglaryan was in CA 
upon the invitation of the AMAA as Guest 
of Honor of its 102nd Annual Meeting and 
Keynote speaker at the Association’s Ban- 
quet on Saturday evening. 

The AMAA’s general membership 
elected the following nine members to the 
Board of Directors Class of 2024 for a term 


of three years: Ronald Altoon, Lucienne 
Aynilian, Bryan Bedrosian, Rev. Dr. Ave- 
dis Boynerian, John Cherkezian, Christine 
Momjian, Roseann Saliba, Eileen Chopou- 
rian Stephey, Ed.D. and Aram Shemmas- 
sian, M.D. 


AMAA 


The officers of the AMAA at the Annual Meeting — 

L to R: Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian, 
President Dr. Nazareth E. Darakjian, and Co-Recording 
Secretary Mark Kassabian, Esq. 
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In conjunction with the AMAA An- 
nual Meeting, the AMAA Board of Direc- 
tors and the Armenian Evangelical World 
Council held their meetings October 21-22. 

On Sunday, October 24, members 
and guests joined the Pilgrim Armenian 
Congregational Church of Fresno for 
a special Worship Service jointly with 
the congregation of the First Armenian 
Presbyterian Church of Fresno. Rev. 
Dr. Haroutune Selimian, President of 
the Armenian Evangelical Community 
in Syria, preached in Armenian. Rev. 
Selimian's message was based on Isaiah 
54:1-4. "The message of this passage," he 
said, "is what the prophet would have said: 
Spread out your tent and let the curtains 
of your dwelling be stretched; lengthen 
your cords and strengthen your stakes." 
He concluded his message reflecting on 
the current situation in Artsakh: "God has 
chosen us as co-workers and He encourages 
us to fill those ruined cities with people..." 

Rev. Dr. Ron Tovmassian, Senior Pas- 
tor of the United Armenian Congregational 
Church of Los Angeles, preached in Eng- 
lish. In his message he said "As believers 
we will not have a heart for those who need 
to know the Lord, unless we realize there is 
no difference between us and them in God’s 
eyes... While churches are a comfortable 


Rev. Dr. Ron Tovmassian. 


place for believers to gather, those who do 
not know the Lord will be out of place in a 
worshipping community. We must not just 
sit back and hope they come to us, like Jesus 
we must go out and seek them where they 
are and share God’s love with them. That is 
our mission as individuals, as churches and 
it is the mission of the AMAA consistently 
pursuing, to go out into the world and share 
the Light of God’s salvation." 

A special prayer was offered by Rev. 
L. Nishan Bakalian in memory of AMAA 
members and friends who made the transi- 
tion from this life to Life Eternal during the 
past year. Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian of- 
ficiated the installation of the members and 
officers of the AMAA Board of Directors. 


Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian installs AMAA Board members and officers. 


id as 


Rev. Dr. Haroutune Selimian. 


Rev. Nerses Balabanian. 


"We take this opportunity to thank the 
members of the Pilgrim Armenian Con- 
gregational Church and its pastors, Senior 
Pastor Rev. Nerses Balabanian, Associ- 
ate Pastor Rev. Kevin Kasper, and Annual 
Meeting and especially Host Committee 
Chairs Ed and Roseann Saliba for hosting 
the Annual Meeting and for welcoming us 
with great warmth, hospitality, delicious 
meals and enthusiasm. We pray that God 
will continue to bless this congregation and 
their ministry abundantly in the San Joa- 
quin Valley," said Mr. Khanjian. 

Prior to the AMAA's Annual Meeting, 
on Wednesday, October 20, representing the 
AMAA, Dr. Hasmig Baran accompanied 
the State Minister and the guests to pay 
cordial visits to Archbishop Hovnan 
Derderian, Primate of the Western Diocese 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of North 
America at St. Leon Armenian Cathedral in 
Burbank, CA and Bishop Torkom Donoyan, 
Prelate of the Western Diocese of the 
Armenian Orthodox Church of America 
at the Western Prelacy of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church in La Crescenta. The 
following week, Mr. Khanjian accompanied 
the State Minister and paid cordial visits 
to the Consulate General of Armenia, St. 
Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Catholic 
Cathedral and the Headquarters of the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of North 
America in Glendale, CA. 
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Remembering _ 


Peter 
Kouc 


Peter Kougasian, Esq. 


Beloved New York Lawyer 
With a Magic Touch 


195 


-2021 


Peter Mark Kougasian, who won acclaim as an exemplary New 
York City prosecutor and adulation as a talented magician, died 
at age 66 on September 6, 2021 after waging a valiant five-year 
battle with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). A Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate of the Woodrow Wilson School of International Affairs at 
Princeton University, Peter earned his law degree at Yale Law School 
and began his career under Manhattan District Attorney Robert M. 
Morgenthau in 1979. Peter was inspired by a visit Mr. Morgenthau 
made to Yale, where he told the students that "victims of crime are 
disproportionately poor, minorities, and the disenfranchised," and 
that when violent crime has victimized an individual or a family, the 
prosecutor is often the only person who can provide compassion 
and a way to redress the damage. Peter’s life could have taken 
many trajectories in the pursuit of fortune or fame. Instead, he 
became a compassionate public servant, a champion of the many 
victims he helped, and of the innumerable potential victims who 
were spared as a result of his diligent efforts. 

After serving 17 years as a trial prosecutor under Mr. Morgen- 
thau, Peter rose to the position of Senior Trial Attorney and served 
for several years as the Director of Legal Training, where he taught 
hundreds of new Assistant District Attorneys the fundamentals of 
courtroom practice and the responsibility to ensure justice in each 
case they prosecuted. In 2019, a year after Peter retired, the Man- 
hattan D.A.’s Office named its litigation teaching facility after him. 
Engraved on the plaque unveiled at the dedication ceremony on 
September 27, 2019, is the tribute: "In each position held during his 
40 years as a prosecutor, Peter committed himself to justice, improv- 
ing the institutions that he revered, and serving the city he loved." 
Peter’s college and law school classmate and devoted friend and 
colleague at the Manhattan D.A.’s Office, U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor, spoke at the ceremony, describing Peter as "aman 
of integrity, honor, and valor." Chief Judge Robert Katzmann of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, praised Peter as "a 
friend for all seasons, a forever friend, a formidable public lawyer." 

In 1996, Peter moved to the city-wide Office of the Special 
Narcotics Prosecutor, eventually serving as Bureau Chief and 
Counsel to the Special Narcotics Prosecutor. Over the ensuing 
22 years, during which Peter handled a wide variety of cases, he 
was the lead investigatory and trial attorney who obtained the 
landmark first conviction of a physician in New York State for the 
overdose deaths of his victims. The case, People v. Li, involved 
an anesthesiologist who overprescribed narcotics and sold pre- 
scriptions from a pain clinic in Queens. A six-month grand jury 


: 


presentation led to a 211-count indictment for recklessly prescrib- 
ing lethal amounts of opioid medications for patients in exchange 
for cash. In July 2014, the 18-week trial resulted in the conviction 
of the physician for manslaughter in the overdose deaths of two 
patients and dozens of other charges, all of which were upheld 
by the New York Court of Appeals. In 2015, the New York City Bar 
Association awarded Peter the annual Thomas E. Dewey Medal 
for outstanding Assistant District Attorney in the Office of the 
Special Narcotics Prosecutor. 

A true public servant, Peter accepted the call to leadership 
of numerous bar association activities. He served as a member 
of the New York State Bar Association Task Force on Mandatory 
Retirement of Judges, and the Nominating Committee, and was a 
member of the House of Delegates, chairing the New York City Bar 
Association delegation. 

As a thirty-five-year member of the New York City Bar Associa- 
tion, Peter chaired the Board of Directors (formerly known as the 
Executive Committee) and served as Vice President of the Associa- 
tion. He also chaired the Committee on the Judiciary and the Correc- 
tions and Community Reentry Committee, which issued a pioneering 
report in 1989 on HIV/AIDS in New York’s prisons that was featured 
on the front page of the New York Times. Also under his leadership, 
the Legal Education and Admission to the Bar Committee authored 
areport, "Bridging the Gap," that helped to reform the New York bar 
exam, which, he believed, "over-tested in substantive practice areas, 
but under-tests in the skills required to be alawyer." Peter also served 
on the Disability Law and Nominating Committees. 

Peter was born on June 28, 1955 in Providence, Rhode Island. 
His mother, the late Betty Asadorian Kougasian, was a graduate 
of Pembroke College, which subsequently became part of Brown 
University. She was a classical Latin scholar, violinist, orchestral per- 
former, concertmistress, music teacher, and one of the first Suzuki 
violin teachers in Rhode Island. His father, the late Peter Kougasian, 
a Columbia University graduate who also played the violin, was a 
successful photo engraver, costume jewelry manufacturer, and 
longtime member of the Cranston School Committee. 

Peter was marked for academic distinction at an early age. He 
could recite the Gettysburg Address at age five, and astounded 
his kindergarten teacher by reading aloud a poster that she had 
brought to class. In high school, he was Captain of the Math Team, 
Treasurer of the National Honor Society, and Parliamentarian of the 
Debate Team. At Princeton, he was a member of the prestigious 
Whig-Clio Debating Society. 
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The scope of Peter’s life extended far beyond his formidable 
professional achievements. He was deeply proud of his Armenian 
heritage, as the grandson of Armenian immigrants to the United 
States. He was a devoted member and Moderator of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of New York. He served the Armenian Mission- 
ary Association of America as a Board Member beginning in 1996 
and as Vice President and Chairman of the Armenia Committee. 
He was an ardent supporter of the Avedisian School in Yerevan, 
the Armenian capital city. Peter’s Armenian roots created a special 
bond between him and Robert Morgenthau, whose grandfather had 
served as U.S. Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire at the time of 
the Armenian Genocide and who himself was a champion of the 
Armenian people. 

To the wonder and delight of all who knew him, Peter was a 
skilled magician. He watched a magic trick by his father at age three, 
and started learning magic at age five. Peter performed tricks in 
junior high school and on through law school (where classmates 
would occasionally hear a "bing" when a coin hit the floor as it 
slipped from Peter’s hand while he kept in shape by rolling it from 
finger to finger across his knuckles). A student of the legendary 
Slydini and inspired by other master magicians, Peter became a 
consummate sleight-of-hand performer. He appeared regularly 
for performances at prominent New York magic venues including 
The Magic Towne House on East 61st Street for six years in the 
1980s, Mostly Magic in Greenwich Village, and the Monday Night 
Magic Show at the Bleecker Street Theatre. He was known as "The 
Amazin’ Kougasian" and "Uncle Pete." In December of 2020, Peter 
was presented the inaugural Monday Night Magic Legends Award. 

With a remarkable ability to ad lib, Peter was a master comedian 
who thrilled audiences with his performances, in which his magic 
and comedy intertwined. His magician friend David Regal recalls that 
"in the end, it was a bespoke performance of magic." Very often the 
audiences were amazed, not just because they were fooled by his 
magic effects, but because they were experiencing a performance 
that would never happen again. Peter would do his usual dazzling 
tricks, but his jokes were created on the spot based on current events 
and information elicited from audience volunteers. 

Peter is survived by his wife Elizabeth (Beth) Edds Kougasian, 
Esq., who is Director of Major and Planned Gifts at Calvary Hospital, 
and his son, Alexander Edds Kougasian, who earned a B.A. in Phi- 
losophy from Brandeis University in 2021 and is currently employed 


District Attorney of New York County, the keynote speaker at AMAA's 91% Annual 
Meeting Banquet, Oct. 17, 2010. 


AMAA delegates visit the United States Embassy in Armenia at Baghramyan 18, 
currently the AMAA Headquarters in Armenia. Peter Kougasian standing second 
row left. (July 1996). 


Ca 


Peter and Elizabeth Kougasian (second row right) with some of AMAA Armenia 
Tour participants at Lake Sevan, Armenia (July 1996). 


, } ) : : 
‘ CEP ail a 
Peter Kougasian shows his magic tricks to the children at AMAA's Aghveran Camp 
in Armenia (July 1996). 


as a video game designer for Riot Games. Also surviving Peter are 
his sister Jakki Horan of Chelmsford, MA, her husband Neal, and 
their children, Victoria, Corie, and Maggie; his brother-in-law John 
Warren Edds of Sarasota, FL, and his wife Nicole; and sister-in-law 
Ami Susan Petrucelli of Bethesda, MD, her husband Michael, and 
their children, Aiden, Bricen, and Coleson. 
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‘One of the Most Resilient People I’ve Ever Met’: 
Peter Kougasian, Four-Decade Manhattan 
Prosecutor, Inspired with How He Lived 


"| have never, ever known a human being 

to go through what he did without a sense 

of anger or pity for himself. It just wasn’t in 
Peter’s canon," U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor told Law.com. She had been close 
friends with Kougasian for 50 years. 


By Jason Grant | November 05, 2021 NEW YORK LAW JOURNAL 


Reprinted with permission from the November 5, 2021 edition of the New York Law Journal ©2021 ALM Media Properties, LLC. 
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n November 2020, Peter Kouga- 
sian lay inside a nursing care fa- 
cility as he had for many months, 
his body immobilized due to 
neurodegenerative disease, his 
mouth unable to form or speak 
words, his breathing done by a 
ventilator because of respiratory failure. 

His mind remained keen, though. "Still 
working at 150%," recalled his wife, Beth. 

A phone call came in that evening to 
his bedside in the East Harlem facility, and 
his room’s line picked up. Kougasian, who 
was 65, could hear what was being said. 
But he could only communicate by using a 
speech-generating device called Tobii that 
tracked eye movement. He would fixate on 
a letter on a screen, and letter by letter he 
would build words, and word by word he 
would build sentences. 

Two people were on the call that came 
in: Beth, and another person he knew well, 
named Karen Silas. For 30 years, Kougasian 
had stayed in touch with Silas. In 1995, as a 
senior prosecutor at the Manhattan District 
Attorney’s Office—where he would carve 
out an admired 40-year career—Kouga- 
sian had convicted a man who’d murdered 
Silas’ daughter, Nikki, and Nikki’s then- 
roommate. The women, ages 20 and 19, had 
been found strangled inside their Harlem 
apartment. One lay floating in a bathtub, the 
other stretched across a bed. The apartment 
had been looted. 

Silas had been wondering for several 
years now how Kougasian was doing. Year 
in and year out, she and Kougasian had 


always talked during the holidays. But the 
last time she’d gotten to speak with him, in 
2016 or 2017, he had told her that he’d just 
been diagnosed with ALS, or amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis. And she knew when she 
hadn’t heard from him since, "he must’ve 
been in a bad place." 

She wanted to check on him, and she 
also had a question: She wanted to find out 
how she could write to Kevin Ladson, who 
was in prison and who was the murderer of 
her daughter. 

About five years before, Silas, a devout 
Catholic, had met with Ladson at the Sha- 
wangunk Prison, after Kougasian had helped 
her set up a face-to-face meeting that she’d 
felt she needed to have. As Ladson cried that 
day and showed "remorse in his eyes," she 
forgave him for what he’d done. Now she 
needed to write to him to see how he had 
been, and what he had been accomplishing 
in prison, since they’d met. 

Kougasian, in what those who knew 
him say was his perpetually kind and high- 
spirited way, heard Silas’ request, and began 
painstakingly fixating on the Tobii’s screen. 
Unable to move even his eyebrows, he built 
sentences as fast as he could. He spelled out 
the name of Lucy Lang, who he’d worked 
with at the DA’s Office. And he managed to 
suggest to Silas that she try to reach Lang 
at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 
where Lang was working or had recently 
worked, because she could help Silas get a 
letter to Ladson. 

"It was amazing, absolutely just amaz- 
ing," said Silas now of Kougasian and the 


phone call. "But that was his being—always 
still fighting. And always, always positive." 

On September 6, Kougasian died, after 
a long struggle with ALS. The help he gave 
that day to Silas, during the latter stages of a 
disease that ravaged nearly everything in his 
life, was just one example of how committed 
he was to others and to being "of service," 
as both a man and prosecutor, say those who 
knew him well. 

In the late stages of ALS, his own view 
of his life was this: "I am a progressively 
erased version of what I was. My mission 
is to let people see, not a deficiency to be 
pitied, but an affirmative existence that can 
yet provoke and entertain and even inspire 
reflection." 

In long and sometimes effusive com- 
ments given in recent interviews, many of 
those who knew Kougasian said that he has 
left behind a mark that is hard to encapsu- 
late, given its reach and its depth. Part of his 
mark, they said, is the many roles he filled 
in his life—a husband, a father, an assistant 
district attorney who also helped lead New 
York City’s special narcotics prosecutorial 
office, a teacher of young prosecutors, a phi- 
losopher, a writer of speeches, argument and 
fiction, a faith-based man who contributed to 
his Armenian American church and commu- 
nity, a professional magician, a comedian, a 
city bar leader, and the list goes on. 

But more than that, they said, his great- 
est legacy, in the end, is the kind of friend, 
colleague and family man he was. He had 
a courageous and genuine way of touching 
people, they said, that helped make their 
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lives better. He was relentlessly supportive 
in talking to people going through difficul- 
ties; he offered kind and unexpected acts; 
he was a prolific writer of letters who ex- 
changed thoughts with people from across 
the world whom he’d never met; and he 
found other ways to reach people still. 

And then, in a last chapter that those 
closest to him say became his most inspiring, 
Kougasian, who died at 66, took on ALS with 
a triumphal spirit that seemed hard to conjure 
up, but that appeared daily before their eyes. 

"He was one of the most resilient people 
I’ve ever met," said Cyrus Vance, the district 
attorney of Manhattan, who knew Kouga- 
sian for decades and who grew close to him 
after he was elected DA in 2009. 

ALS "took a toll on his ability to work 
day to day, but he never complained," said 
Vance. "And even in his last months, I was 
emailing Peter and he was always upbeat 
and curious, all the while in a hospital bed, 
while silent and in a hospital bed." 

"Even then, he wanted to write remarks 
for me, and he did," said Vance, referring to 
one of Kougasian’s unofficial roles in the 
office for years: Writing speeches and pub- 
lic remarks for Vance, and before that, for 
former Manhattan DA Robert Morgenthau, 
as both men were called upon to speak across 
New York and elsewhere. 

And the remarks Kougasian stitched 
together on his Tobii machine "were what 
all his remarks were," Vance said. "Always 
eloquent and touching on some important 
theme, whether it was justice or tragedy." 

In a separate recent interview with Law. 
com, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia So- 
tomayor, who met Kougasian in 1972 when 
they were both Princeton University under- 
graduates, said of her friend, with whom she 
stayed connected for 50 years, "He didn’t 
fight ALS. Yes, he did a lot of research and 
... talking to scientists about how best to 
treat his condition, and regrettably there 
wasn’t much he could do to find a cure." 

But "he learned to live with it," as part 
of who he became, she said. 

"He understood that he could grow 
and even do more through his example" of 
facing ALS and still engaging in life fully, 
"and he lived the rest of his life doing just 
that," she said. 

"He mentored people and spoke to them 
about the use of his writing device with his 
eyes," said Sotomayor, who spoke for 35 
minutes for this story. And "he was in cor- 
respondence [with] so many different kinds 
of people." 
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Peter Kougasian stands in the middle of fellow awardees after receiving the 2015 Thomas £. Dewey Medal. 
From left to right: Robert Morgenthau, Edward Saslaw, Karen Varriale, Peter Kougasian, Martha Bashford, Mark 
Feldman and Donald Levin. Back row: Debra Raskin and Thomas Curran. (Courtesy Photo) 


"These were things that Peter did not as 
a sense of obligation, but as a sense of con- 
tribution to living," she said. "I have never, 
ever known a human being to go through 
what he did without a sense of anger or pity 
for himself. It just wasn’t in Peter’s canon." 


A ‘Calling’ to Be a Prosecutor 

As the story goes, when Kougasian was 
in law school at Yale University in the mid- 
to-late 1970s, he thought about becoming 
a defense attorney. Then one day at Yale, 
Morgenthau, the revered Manhattan district 
attorney who would ultimately hold the posi- 
tion for 34 years, came to campus to both 
speak and find recruits. 

As Morgenthau addressed students that 
day, an incredulous law student stood and 
asked him how he could spend his days 
putting people in jail. Morgenthau didn’t 
respond angrily. Instead, he explained to the 
student that being a prosecutor meant serving 
victims of crime, who mostly are from disad- 
vantaged and poorer circumstances, and that 
a prosecutor was sometimes the only person 
who could give victims a measure of justice 
and a way to move forward with their lives. 

According to family and friends of 
Kougasian, Morgenthau’s answer, and 
especially the measured and calm way in 
which he delivered it, impressed Kougasian 
so much that he decided he wanted to join 
Morgenthau’s team. 


A couple of years later, in 1979, Kou- 
gasian, along with Sotomayor, who like 
Kougasian went to Yale—the two friends 
even studied for the bar together—joined 
Morgenthau’s office as young assistant 
district attorneys. 

Today, both Beth Kougasian and Vance 
say the role of being a prosecutor in the 
Manhattan office soon became what Peter 
Kougasian saw as a calling. He later would 
have opportunities to leave the job and 
make more money. But he was drawn to the 
high-stakes cases. And more than that, say 
Beth Kougasian and Vance, he was drawn 
to the opportunities prosecutors have to 
shape social justice issues and public policy 
through the way in which they handle criti- 
cal cases. 

"The idea of setting social policy 
through criminal justice was an incred- 
ible pull for him," said Beth, his wife of 
31 years. "You are not championing" an 
alleged perpetrator or a victim over the 
other, she said, but "you are really able 
to provide social justice and a measure of 
equity through prosecution.” 

John Feerick, the former longtime dean 
of Fordham University law school and a 
former New York City Bar Association 
president, grew to know Peter and Beth 
Kougasian well, over several decades. He 
said of Peter Kougasian’s commitment to 
the prosecutorial role, "He knew that a lot 
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of people who are not rich face challenges 
when they deal with the law. He was 
sensitive to that—how you dealt with them, 
and their cases. The law wasn’t just there for 
the rich, he would say, the law was there for 
the poor, to be applied fairly." 

Near the end of her interview comments, 
Sotomayor said, "We need more people in- 
volved in the law that had Peter’s sense of its 
importance in the lives of others." 

"To remain a devoted practitioner for 
your entire career, it’s a hard job," she said, 
"and yet Peter loved his work with the same 
devotion that he started with." 

"It’s a pity we don’t have more people 
who come to the practice of law and their 
professions of the same devotion, or the 
sense that they should look for a way of life 
that continues the kind of passion that they 
went into it with." 

"He is a life lesson," she said. "He was 
making a difference and felt he was. ... There 
wasn’t anything better that he could do." 


Kougasian’s Big Case 

People interviewed about Kougasian’s 
work as a 40-year DA point to several big tri- 
als and cases he won. But perhaps no victory 
will have more lasting impact, several said, 


Peter Kougasian's Roles 


at the Manhattan DA and Office of 
Special Narcotics Prosecutor 


From 1979 to Dec. 2018 


© Aug. 13, 1979 
ADA IN TRIAL BUREAU 


Feb. 4, 1986 
DIRECTOR OF LEGAL TRAINING 


April 2, 1990 


than his jury-trial win in 2014 in Queens. 
It was then that Kougasian convicted a 
physician of manslaughter, rather than of a 
lesser offense, for peddling opiate and other 
prescriptions to drug abusers for cash. 

The case was what was known colloqui- 
ally as a "pill mill" case. And in New York 
state, it was believed no other physician had 
been previously charged with homicide for 
recklessly writing opiate prescriptions to 
addicted patients who died. 

But in the case of Dr. Stan Xuhui Li, 
who ran a revolving-door clinic on weekends 
in Flushing, Queens, meeting with up to 80 
patients in a day, two of his patients were 
found dead within a few days of seeing him. 
And pill bottles were found near their bodies, 
according to prosecutors and news reports. 

Kougasian, then a special assistant 
district attorney assigned to the city’s Office 
of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor, which 
had jurisdiction over high-level drug cases 
across the five boroughs, was a lead prosecu- 
tor handling closing arguments, according to 
The New York Times. 

During those arguments, he zeroed in 
on the death of Joseph Haeg, one of Li’s 
drug-addled patients, and he pushed the 
manslaughter theory by telling jurors, "The 


tragic ending of this life was entirely fore- 
seeable. Dr. Li had the evidence in front of 
his eyes," according to The Times account. 

A week later, the jury, which deliberated 
for six days, found Li guilty of more than 
195 counts, including two for second-degree 
manslaughter, six for reckless endanger- 
ment, and dozens more for criminal sale of 
a prescription for a controlled substance, 
which before Li’s case was the charge nearly 
always used for physicians who’d recklessly 
prescribed drugs. 

"That case was a big deal," said Vance. 
"It was what I consider a landmark." It fea- 
tured "an untested theory of prosecution." 


Mentoring ADAs 

While trial work and taking on weighty 
cases was meaningful to Kougasian, there 
were other aspects of his DA’s Office work 
that were equally, if not more, important to 
him, according to Beth. 

One of those was training and mentor- 
ing young prosecutors. 

He relished the mentoring role, in all 
its forms, she said. And from 1986 to 1990, 
he served as the DA’s Office’s director of 
legal training, a position that allowed him 
to maximize his love for teaching. 


Positions Peter Kougasian held 
at NYC Bar Association 
A City Bar member for 35 years 


© Chair of the Board of Directors (formerly known 
as the Executive Committee) 


® Vice President of the New York City Bar 


Association 


SR. TRIAL COUNSEL IN TRIAL BUREAU 


June 9, 1996 
BUREAU CHIEF IN SNP 


Sept. 1, 2011 


SPECIAL ASSISTANT DA IN SNP EXECUTIVE 


MANAGEMENT CENTRAL 
Feb. 1, 2016 


COUNSEL TO THE SNP IN EXECUTIVE 
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July 3, 2016 to Dec. 24, 2018 


EXECUTIVE ADA AND COUNSEL TO THE SPECIAL 


NARCOTICS PROSECUTOR IN SNP EXECUTIVE 


MANAGEMENT CENTRAL 


Manhattan DA Office at One Hogan Place 
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The post was seen as vital inside the 
office—a high-energy and incessantly busy 
prosecutorial hub in the heart of America’s 
largest city, where new and eager assistant 
district attorneys arrived in droves. 

Beth Kougasian, who is a lawyer herself, 
remembers her late husband’s zeal for teach- 
ing this way: "The idea of nurturing and shap- 
ing young legal minds, and assisting them 
to their fulfillment, and their potential, was 
something that was very meaningful to him." 

She also noted that he was a "career 
prosecutor who wore many hats for many 
years," and so he was "constantly teaching 
and mentoring" younger ADAs. 

In Sotomayor’s interview about Kou- 
gasian, she remembered fondly seeing her 
friend’s trial-lawyering skills in the 1980s, 
when they were fresh-faced ADAs, and 
she connected those abilities to his later 
teaching. 

In particular, she talked about how 
Kougasian’s skills as a performer—he 
would eventually perform magic and com- 
edy shows at regular bookings throughout 
New York City for decades— buttressed his 
abilities in the court. 

"Performance skills in the work we do" 
as lawyers, "we tend to think of them as 
somehow not genuine, that they minimize the 
seriousness of the work we do," she said. Pe- 
ter "understood that performance skills really 
assist you in communicating with people." 

"If you listen[ed] carefully to him" in 
the court, "you understood that there were 
serious messages being transmitted in in- 
teresting ways," she said. "But each had a 
very central purpose and value they were 
communicating, and that is really critical, 
for example, in convincing juries who don’t 
want to do what you’d like them to do." 

"No one ever doubted how genuine he 
was when presenting a case to the jury," 
said Sotomayor, "but his humor let them 
sort of understand things without feeling 
threatened." 

"The same was true in his teaching. I 
mean he kept people involved in the mes- 
sages he was trying to get through, with his 
humor." 

Vance, too, keenly remembered Kouga- 
sian’s nurturing of less experienced ADAs. 
And he said Kougasian ultimately helped 
to train "hundreds and thousands" of them. 

Then he grew quieter, and more reflec- 
tive, as he recalled that in 2019 the Man- 
hattan District Attorney’s Office decided to 
rename its prosecutorial training area the 
"Peter M. Kougasian Training Center." 


The renaming, he said, was highlighted 
by a dedication ceremony in September of 
that year, which Kougasian attended re- 
motely from a hospital bed. 

He was "very impaired and fragile- 
looking," recalled Vance, when he appeared 
on a screen at the ceremony, but it was a 
"comforting and emotional moment" for 
him. And soon Sotomayor spoke by video, 
he said, and Robert Katzman, then the chief 
judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit, spoke live at the dedication. 

And then as part of the day, a plaque 
was unveiled that would be bolted to the 
wall of the center. 

"In each position held during his 40 
years as a prosecutor," the plaque said, "Pe- 
ter committed himself to justice, improving 
the institution that he revered, and serving 
the city he loved. He taught us the practice 
of law through his brilliance of words, kind- 
ness of heart, inventive humor, and a touch 
of magic." 


soucaaien as Renaissance and 
Family Man 

Kougasian fulfilled his calling to be 
a prosecutor who espoused and promoted 
social justice. But those who knew him 
well, also knew that even his demanding 
ADA career was not enough to satiate what 
Vance called his "enormously broad range 
of interests." 

To Beth, who was closest to him—they 
married in 1991—he exemplified a "Renais- 
sance Man" because of his wide-ranging 
curiosities and seemingly nonstop desire 
to learn. 

"He would pursue all kinds of intellec- 
tual and artistic experiences," she said. "He 


was someone who started taking graduate- 
school philosophy classes in the 1980s" at 
Columbia University, she pointed out, while 
still a relatively young ADA, "just because 
he wanted to philosophize, and because he 
wanted to have a high-level discourse in a 
structured environment." 

"He used to joke with me that he was 
in the eighth year of a 2-year program," 
she said. 

Later, in an email titled "Peter Kouga- 
sian and Proust" that she sent after a phone 
interview, she wrote, "Peter was an avid 
Francophile [who] visited Paris 12 times and 
read French literature with a particular inter- 
est in the life and works of Marcel Proust." 

"His family indulged his desire to trek 
around France tracing the author’s foot- 
steps," she said, from Proust’s "aunt’s house 
in Illiers-Combray" to "The Grand Hotel in 
Cabourg immortalized in his novel," "Re- 
membrance of Things Past, Vol. 2: Within 
A Budding Grove," to the "Pere Lachaise 
Cemetery where [Kougasian] encountered 
like-minded fanatics having a picnic on 
Proust’s grave!" 

"Peter loved French music, art, lan- 
guage, food and cinema, but not necessarily 
in that order," she wrote. 

Asked during the interview how he was 
able to juggle so many varied interests, she 
said that "he had tremendous energy and 
drive, and discipline." 

She also noted that there was "a bal- 
ance," in her view, between his decades of 
magic performances, which were always 
laced with comedy, and his work as a lawyer. 

"There is an intellectual quality when 
you’re doing topical humor" as he did, she 
said. "He had an incredible skill for ad-libbing." 


Peter Kougasian performing magic on the Monday Night Magic Stage. (Courtesy Photo) 
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"He was able to craft these amazing 
experiences, using people’s backgrounds 
from the audience, and fitting them into cur- 
rent events, and then finding commonalities 
among all of them" that were funny. 

"In same way when you’re managing 
a trial," she said, "you have thousands of 
exhibits, and different points you are trying 
to make. And there’s an intensity to it. 

"He was very goodat being able to process 
information, and manage complicated ideas." 

Still, while working full time and 
feeding his plethora of interests, he always 
made time for family, she said—for their 
child, Alex. 

"He was an incredibly devoted father," 
she said, and then she launched into the 
story of how he took up violin again as an 
adult—after playing it seriously for years in 
his youth and then dropping it fully—once 
Alex began to study it as a boy. 

Just as Peter Kougasian’s mother, a vio- 
lin teacher, had done for him decades before, 
he suddenly joined with Alex in the Suzuki 
method, in which parent and child practice 
together and take lessons together each week, 
so that the child can learn the complicated 
instrument in a fully supportive environment. 

Then in the years that followed, as Alex 
was invited as a youngster and teenager to 
play each year at an orchestral music festival 
in Italy, the family took the trip together 
seven or eight times, said Beth Kougasian. 

"Peter would play next to Alex at the 
festival," and Beth Kougasian, who before 
becoming a lawyer had been an actress and 
a singer, would sing alongside them. 


The Last Stages of His Life 

In around 2014, Peter Kougasian began 
experiencing physical symptoms that he and 
Beth would later learn were attributable to 
the early stages of ALS. In his usual high- 
energy way, he kept pushing through life, 
she said, even as he would sometimes have 
episodes of intense teeth-chattering or dif- 
ficulty swallowing. He was not diagnosed 
with the disease until about two years later. 

ALS is known to progress through the 
body from either the "bottom up" or the "top 
down," taking one core function and abil- 
ity from a person after the next, said Beth 
Kougasian, who learned about the disease 
while caring for her husband. 

In Peter Kougasian’s case, it infiltrated him 
from the top down, such that he lost the ability 
to make facial movements and speak before 
losing the movement of limbs and functions in 
his chest and torso, and then in his lower body. 


As he became bedridden in his later 
years of life, more than one person whom he 
saw or corresponded with, said Beth, would 
kindly, but with sadness in their voice, say 
that it seemed "unfair" that Kougasian, an 
incredibly glib and thoughtful man, "was 
now rendered speechless and bed-bound." 

In his own gentle but direct way, he 
would always reply, said Beth: "I had a 
beautiful life. I have a beautiful life. It’s not, 
“Why me?’ It’s, ‘Why not me?’" 

"He never, never felt sorry for himself," 
said Beth Kougasian. "And he never cursed 
God for his fate. It was his faith in God that 
allowed him to endure his fate." 

Eventually his fate, she said, would 
force him to go through both a tracheostomy 
to his neck area and being comnected to a 
ventilator, because his lungs failed him. 

"A lot of people with his disease are 
not willing to endure" a tracheostomy and 
a ventilator, she then said. They decide not 
to. "But Peter always chose life. ... He was 
all about staying in the moment, and being 
present with, and for, people." 

Vance spoke about the triumphal and 
loving nature of his good friend, both before 
and during his final years. 

"Peter was loving,” he said. "Not in a 
give-you-a-big-hug way. But he was genu- 
inely able to share his affection as a friend 
without reservation." 

"He was someone you wanted to be 
around. He was someone who would uplift 
you when you felt down," said Vance, "and 
he was someone who in his later years with 
ALS who would inspire you because of his 
resilience ... and his dedication to friends." 

The DAalso chuckled a few times, as he 
recalled some of the emails he got from Kou- 
gasian during the last year or so of his life. 

At one point, he sent an email just after 
he was able to come off of a breathing tube. 

"I am now breathing on my own, with 
surprising facility," he wrote. "As I told my 
nurse, ‘You’d think I’ve been doing this all 
my life.’" 

Karen Silas, the mother of the young 
woman, Nikki, who was strangled to death 
in 1992, talked in a phone interview about 
how during the four-week trial of Ladson, 
Kougasian was a lifeline for her. 

"[ just felt very connected to him," she 
said. "He kept me posted before the trial ever 
started. He called me frequently." 

And eventually, she said, she decided 
she wanted to stay in touch with him through 
the years, "because he became a part of my 
life.” 


"I just felt it was very important," she 
said, to stay connected with him. "It gave 
me more strength to realize how interested 
he was in her, Nikki, and in us as a family. 
We weren’t forgotten." 

"I always think about what a kind and 
gentle man he was," she said. 


In His Own Words 

A couple of months before he died, 
Kougasian wrote an essay on his Tobii 
device for people who, like him, could no 
longer speak without the aid of a machine, 
and for the community of caregivers to the 
incapacitated. He sent it to a group called 
Bridging Voice, which helps people with 
neurodegenerative diseases access technol- 
ogy. The organization plans to share it at 
various caregiving centers and post it on 
its website. 

In the essay, Kougasian speaks about 
some of the triumphs the technology had 
allowed him, and also about some of the 
frustration and pain that had come when 
the advanced-but-imperfect technology 
invariably "crashed," or just stopped work- 
ing, until someone happened to notice and 
reset it. 


“Separated from my tobii eye gaze 
computer, I am largely helpless,” he wrote. 
“T use the machine as a nurse call bell. I 
use it to speak. I use it to text and email. ... 
Without it, I speak only to God.” 

“When my device is not working, I 
have no alternative but to wait, sometimes 
for hours, for someone to enter my room 
for an unrelated reason, and try to summon 
their attention,” he also wrote in the piece. 
And “this I do by trying to make eye con- 
tact, and then darting my eyes to the screen 
repeatedly. 

“But sometimes the caregiver does not 
make eye contact,” he explained. “And I am 
resigned to wait some more.” 

But when the device does come alive, 
he said, after someone has realized it crashed 
and has adjusted it, “the magic can begin.” 

“T have resolved,” he said, “to make at 
least one person laugh hard every day. And 
believe it or not, that’s easier to do using the 
machine, because it is so unexpected. 

“The unsuspecting visitor to my room 
finds an essentially paralyzed man with a 
fixed expression. 

“The visitor murmurs something in- 
nocuous like, his hair is shorter. Suddenly, a 
disembodied voice replies, ‘I’m gorgeous!’ 
And in that instant, it seems like Voltaire 
never died.” & 
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IN HIS OWN WORDS 


Peter Kougasian's Essay written on his Tobii 


very day of my life, once an hour, from eleven in the morning until after midnight, | get 


a text. The message is from a friend who is a clinical psychologist in British Columbia, 

and it always asks the same thing: are you okay? My friend knows if she doesn't get an 

answer that | am somehow separated from my eye gaze recognition computer, or that 
it has crashed. 

And that in turn means that | am likely alone in my room in the nursing facility, unable, due to ALS, to communicate with 
anyone or summon help. And so, if her text goes unanswered for too long, my Canadian friend calls my wife Beth, and Beth 
calls the nursing station and asks them to send someone to my room. 

Because separated from my Tobii eye gaze computer, | am largely helpless. | use the machine as a nurse call bell. | use it to 
speak. | use it to text and email. | use it to access the internet. | use it to operate the television in my room. Without it, | speak 
only to God. 

Recently, a nurse said something that startled me. She had just finished caring for me, and before she left, she asked, would 
you like me to adjust your screen? 

And why did this startle me? 

Like any very advanced technology, the Tobii can be intimidating. 

For most people, the conventional wisdom is, don't touch it so you don't make it worse. This is human nature and 
completely understandable. But it also means most people never acquire the skills for even the simplest of interventions. 

And so, we have given some thought to how to guide people how to help me if they happen upon me in a mute condition. 
We taped detailed instructions to the back of the screen, but no one ever thinks of looking there. So a therapist put a sign on 
the wall saying, there are instructions taped to the screen - but no one read the sign. 

When my device is not working, | have no alternative but to wait, sometimes for hours, for someone to enter my room for an 
unrelated reason, and try to summon their attention. This | do by trying to make eye contact, and then darting my eyes to the 
screen repeatedly. 

But sometimes the caregiver does not make eye contact. They enter, take my blood pressure, and leave. And | am resigned 
to wait some more. 

The problems generally fall into two categories. Either the device is out of alignment with my eyes, or it has crashed. 

The eye gaze technology is truly amazing, but it depends on a very delicate connection between my eyes and the screen. If 
they are even slightly out of alignment, communication is difficult or impossible. 

It is very hard, just by looking at my face and the screen, for the inexperienced to align them successfully. 

So there is displayed on the screen a small Track Status gauge, a dark square that represents the screen, and two white dots 
showing where my eyes align within it. 

But there is a knack even to using the Track Status gauge, and often the caregiver will ask me, What do you want me to do, 
when it is precisely my difficulty communicating that we are trying to address. 

If, on the other hand, the problem is that the machine has crashed, the only solution is to reboot. Step one, taped to the 
back of my machine, is to turn it off by holding down the power button for ten seconds. 

And here | have learned something about human nature. Tell someone to hold a button down for ten seconds, and odds are 
they will hold it down for maybe four. The machine does not reboot, and the caregiver is perplexed. 

| even composed my own instructions that read, "ten full seconds. Nine seconds is not long enough," but it made little 
difference. 

If everything is working, though, the magic can begin. | have resolved to make at least one person laugh hard every day. And 
believe it or not, that's easier to do using the machine, because it is so unexpected. 

The unsuspecting visitor to my room finds an essentially paralyzed man with a fixed expression. 

The visitor murmurs something innocuous like, his hair is shorter. Suddenly, a disembodied voice replies, I'm gorgeous! And 
in that instant, it seems like Voltaire never died. 


Dr. Shelly O’Connor, Registered Psychologist, is the friend of 35 years Peter referenced in the opening paragraph of his essay. From the 
time Peter was admitted to the Henry J. Carter Specialty Hospital and Skilled Nursing Facility up to and including the day he died, Shelly 
wore many hats, sharing with him her diverse talents and training both in person and remotely: medical researcher, technology assistant, 
scribe for novel edits, psychologist, cheerleader, pod cast "engineer" and hands-on caregiver. In short, she was a guardian angel! 
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Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, Sonia Sotomayor, reflects on the life of Peter 
Kougasian during the Memorial Service. 


n 2013, I did a radio interview 
with Nina Totenberg of 
National Public Radio. Peter 
heard it and sent mea note 
informing me that he once 
shook the hand of Nina’s father, 
Roman Totenberg, a virtuoso 
violinist, and that when he followed-up 
by sending Roman a letter, the two struck 
up a friendly written correspondence that 
lasted for years. In fact, I understand 
that Peter maintained friendly written 
correspondences with many people 
worldwide. Most had never met him, but 
one at least came to see him while he was at 
the Carter Center. That post-interview note 
from Peter introduced me to yet another 


Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States 

Sonia Sotomayor Reflects on 

the Life of Peter Kougasian at 

the Memorial Service Held at the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of NY, 
September 25, 2021 


emphasizes the importance of a good 
learning environment and parental support. 
In college he shifted his focus back to his 
childhood fascination with magic. But 
Peter picked up the violin again when his 
son Alex began to study music. Peter was 
brilliant in so many ways. He epitomized 
the Renaissance man. He was a lawyer, 
a philosopher, a scholar, an educator, a 
performer, and a prolific reader and writer. He 
was also one of the wittiest men in the world. 

Today, others will speak more 
extensively about all the varied aspects 
of Peter’s life. I will speak of the 
extraordinarily honest, loving and brave 
man he was. I first met Peter in college at 
Princeton in 1972. Because magic was not 
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He never let the bad in the world overwhelm his immense 
enthusiasm for the best in people. He pushed you to be 
the best version of yourself because that is what he made 
you see through his eyes. 


99 


facet of my extraordinarily brilliant friend. 

Despite knowing Peter for so many 
years, I had no idea he was a connoisseur 
of music, let alone a musician himself. In 
high school, Peter studied the violin with 
his mother in the Suzuki method, which 


going to pay the bills, we then followed 
each other to Yale Law School. There, we 
were placed in the same first-year small 
group. From there, we both headed to 
the New York County District Attorney’s 
Office, where we were assigned to the 


same trial bureau. That our paths would 
overlap for twelve years so identically is 
truly improbable. But I am forever grateful 
that they did. 

In all our time together, there were 
two characteristics that Peter constantly 
demonstrated: honesty and kindness. I 
have never known a more honest person. 
Peter never bent the rules. He would 
question and poke fun at the rules. But he 
always followed them. He was an Assistant 
DA of the highest integrity. To him, justice 
meant always doing everything the right 
way. Whether he was at home, in _ his 
church, on professional committees, or at 
work, Peter was a man of principle and 
service. 

Peter also cared deeply about 
everyone he befriended. He was the first 
to congratulate you when something good 
transpired. And the first to comfort you 
in times of hardship. He would often ask 
probing questions, but in the gentlest way 
possible. Peter also saw the contradictions 
and oddities in life. He would poke kind 
fun at his friend’s quirks. His jokes 
were hilarious and quick-witted. Yet he 
happily accepted all the vagrancies and 
idiosyncrasies of his friends. He never 
let the bad in the world overwhelm his 
immense enthusiasm for the best in people. 
He pushed you to be the best version of 
yourself because that is what he made you 
see through his eyes. What a unique talent. 
Everything Peter did or said came from a 
place of love, joy, and kindness. 

Before I reflect more on Peter, I want 
to talk about the two most important 
people in Peter’s life: his wife Beth and 
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his son Alex. Whenever Peter spoke about 
Alex, you could see in his eyes the pride 
he took in his son. That Alex chose his 
studies in philosophy based on his father’s 
influence is a glowing reflection of the 
incredible bond the two share. Alex, your 
care and attention to your dad during the 
long days and nights at the Carter Center 
is a tribute to just how much like him 
you are. As you go down life’s path and 
choose your own profession, you can rest 
assured that, no matter what, you have 
your father’s unfaltering respect and 
admiration. He had every reason to be 
proud of you. 

I know that some of you, but not all, 
know the story of how Peter and Beth 
met. It is also a story about how much 
they shared. Well over two decades ago, 
Beth went to a career day at Fordham Law 
School. Peter was there as a representative 
of the Manhattan DA’s Office. Peter was 
trying to drum up enthusiasm for his office 
and make connections with students so he 
was in a full "I-Love-New- York" mode. 
At that point, he explained: "Isn’t it so 
fantastic how many celebrities there are 
here. Who is the most famous person 
you’ve seen?” 

Beth, who had worked in television, 
relayed the most New York moment she 
had ever had. She described how she had 
once met Howard Cosell—a blustery 
New York sports anchor—in a network 
makeup room. Beth sat next to Howard, 
watching him in the mirror, with his 
famed toupee off, leaning back, having 
his nose hairs trimmed. Beth’s telling 
of the encounter was so quintessentially 
Peter that it was love at first sight. Peter 
later told his friends that he knew that 
very moment that this was the woman he 
would marry. 

I will not fill in the details of how 
many times Beth turned away Peter’s 
requests for a second date after their 
first. Suffice it to say, she was busy and 
focused on family responsibilities at the 
time. Peter at one point said he would 
give her space and call her back in the 
Spring. But he could not wait that long. 
He called her on the first sunny day and 
she finally relented. She began that date 
by conveying to him all the reasons she 
could not become involved with anyone 
at that time. But the evening ended with 
them talking about wedding plans. This 
was a perfect pair. They enjoyed so many 
things together and brought out the best 


in each other. When Peter introduced me 
to Beth, he glowed. 

Most spouses support their partners 
unconditionally. Thankfully, few are called 
upon to give as much as Beth gave to Peter 
these last five years. She was always vigi- 
lant and knew when to exert pressure over 
medical professionals to do the right thing 
and tend to Peter’s needs. Peter rightly 
described himself as a blessed man. Beth, 
your love for Peter is a glowing example 
of giving. 

No one could imagine the full depth 
of Peter’s character until watching him 
cope with ALS. He never let his diagnosis 
diminish the interest he took in family and 
friends. What struck me most, though, was 
Peter’s persistently positive attitude. He 
was never angry at what had befallen him. 
He saw his condition as an opportunity to 
see and be in the world in a different way, 
and applied his usual ingenuity to find so- 
lutions for his needs. For example, a year 
ago he drafted a poignant letter to share at 
the portrait unveiling of our mutual friend, 
Bob Katzmann, using only his eyes to type. 
It must have taken Peter days to write with 
his eyes, but he did it with great humor 
and patience. 


tape, and invited us to express ourselves 
in images. And then we were asked to talk 
about what we had produced. 

And I was surprised and saddened 
that the emotions expressed by my dear 
colleagues were overwhelmingly despairing 
and even bitter. One fellow, arguably not as 
bad off as I, produced a work that declared 
in enormous letters, HELL ON EARTH. 
And it struck me that while thus far ALS 
has certainly been annoying, that is not how 
I experience the disease at all. 

So, I started typing furiously in my 
text-to-voice app, and the group leader 
said, ‘I think Peter has something he wants 
to say.’ I hit play: 

‘one thought that has come to mind as 
we have shared everyone’s art today. last 
week beth and I went to a modern art exhibit 
and saw a famous work by Rauschenberg 
in which he painstakingly erased other 
artists drawing. [ALS] can feel like that, 
where everything we have worked so hard 
to accomplish is being erased. but it is also 
true that seeing the erased paper can fill the 
viewer with awe. I think if we approach our 
diminishing abilities with dignity, we might 
still be able to inspire others, maybe even 
more than when we were healthy.’ 
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He never let his diagnosis diminish the interest he took in 
family and friends... He saw his condition as an opportunity 
to see and be in the world in a different way, and applied his 

usual ingenuity to find solutions for his needs. 


99 


I want to end with Peter’s own 
words. They illustrate him and his life, 
both with and without ALS, better than 
anything I can think of. Peter had, through 
an encounter with a friend, become an ad- 
mirer of the modern artist Rauschenberg. 
In an email he sent me in June 2018, he 
wrote of attending his monthly ALS sup- 
port group meeting a few days after going 
to a Rauschenberg exhibit: 

"As fate would have it, the program 
for the month was art therapy. The art 
therapist supplied paper and marking pens 
and glossy magazines and scissors and 


So that’s how I sometimes think 
of myself, and my changing place in the 
world. I am a progressively erased version 
of what I was. My mission is to let people 
see, not a deficiency to be pitied, but an 
affirmative existence that can yet provoke 
and entertain and even inspire reflection. 
‘That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 
weaknesses." 

We delighted in you Peter, before and 
even more after your erasure. You inspired 
us all. Your fight made the world a better 
place. We will miss you. The world needs 
more Peters. 
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Alex Kougasian delivers the Euology at his 
father's Memorial Service. 


efore | begin, my family and | want to thank 
Pastor Haig Kherlopian, his wife Nancy, 
and the volunteers who helped put this 
wonderful ceremony together. We would 
like to thank Dr. Jean-Paul Belistri and Dr. 
Eugene MacFearson for their extraordinary 
approach to finding medical solutions for my 
father. We want to thank Cheryl Hampton Mckenith, Rosemarie 
Hiatt and all the therapists and caretakers who nursed and cared for 
my father on a daily basis over the past few years. We give thanks 
to everyone from Henry J. Carter Hospital for giving my father the 
: vital attention that kept him 
in our lives for so long. We’d 
also like to thank everyone 
who visited my father and 
all my father’s friends at the 
Manhattan DA’s office, but 
especially Joel Seidemann, 
John Freid and Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor who went above 
and beyond. 
To be honest, if | were 
to name all the phenomenal 


Father and son Kougasian in front of a portrait of Peter’s favorite French author, 
Marcel Proust in Musee d’Orsay in Paris (2000 and 2015). 


Alex Kougasian's Eulogy at his father's 
Peter Kougasian's Memorial Service 
held at the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of NY, September 25, 2021 


people who have supported my father and my family through 
difficult times, my voice would give out. But | want to give one 
special thank you to my mom whom my father lovingly called 
"hereshdag," Armenian for angel. My mother’s love and dedication 
to my dad brought him hope and comfort in moments where solace 
was near impossible to find. | love you, mom. 

| will now share some remarks about my father. 

In the novel The Plague by Albert Camus, there is a character 
named Grand who is afflicted with insatiable perfectionism. He’s 
a writer who slaves over every aspect of a book he has always 
dreamed of writing. In a conversation with the protagonist, Grand 
presents the culmination of his feverish efforts and excitedly reads 
what he has written. Surprisingly, though, all that he has managed 
to complete is a draft of the opening line. The line reads: “One fine 
morning in the month of May an elegant young horsewoman might 
have been seen riding a handsome sorrel mare along the flowery 
avenues of the Bois de Boulogne." 

The line is well-written, pleasant, and intriguing. However, 
Grand insists that he has much more work to do on that one 
sentence alone. "Once I’ve succeeded in rendering perfectly the 
picture in my mind’s eye," he says, "once my words have the exact 
tempo of this ride, the horse is trotting, one-two-three, one-two- 
three [...] the rest will come more easily." 


Three generations of Kougasians: Peter Sr., Alex and Peter Mark, July 2000 in 
Pelham Manor, NY. 
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Remembering this short exchange would always make me 
think of my dad. He was not a perfectionist to the tortured 
extent that Grand seems to be, but he was a perfectionist in 
his own right. He once explained to me that his writing process 
generally consisted of constant rereading and laborious iteration. 

More recently, though, | was reminded of this moment in The 
Plague for a different reason. As | was writing and rewriting these 
remarks, | noticed that I, myself, was beginning to feel a little like 
Grand. 

@ Howdo you say something meaningful about someone whose 
relationship with words created the most meaningful parts of 
your life? 

@ How do you show your adoration for someone whose devo- 
tion to you transcended his ability to walk, speak, and blink? 

@ How do you depict the influence of someone whose example 
you seek to follow diligently for the rest of your life? 


My father’s impact on me seems so fundamental, so atomic, 
that it feels as if | am less influenced by him than | am constituted 
by him. And, thus, | found it unreasonably difficult to measure the 
things about him that made him special to me. No list will ever be 
complete. 

Even among the aspects of my dad that | know were profoundly 
important to me, many seem to contradict each other: 

@ His words filled up the volume of a room, and yet he was the 
most thoughtful listener | have ever known. 

@ = His witty remarks and gentle insight portrayed an underlying 
confidence that was clear to everyone around him. Nonethe- 
less, my father showed a humility that was omnipresent and 
deeply perceptible. 

@ Atevery age, my dad was wise beyond his years. But somehow 
that brilliance didn’t betray his silly side which he would often 
brandish like a weapon against his unsuspecting family. 

@ Myfather’s dignified sense of justice rested on unwavering and 
thoroughly reasoned principles. Yet his capacity for forgiveness 
was equal parts inspiring and difficult to imitate. 


He was a curious believer, a selfless pleasure-seeker, a leading 
servant- the oxymorons are endless. 

But you get the idea, my dad was wonderful on both ends of 
opposing axes. He set a resplendently paradoxical example for me 
and everyone else who looked up to him. 

| hope this emphasizes my father’s irreplaceability; but more 
importantly, | hope it speaks to how valuable the time we got with 
him was. My dad had his own breed of benevolence. The positive 
impact he had on me, on all of you, and on countless others around 
the world will outlive him. 

| will close with this: When | was in high school, my father 
told me a somber story about his experience at the Manhattan 
DA’s office in the aftermath of September 11th. The chaos brought 
everything to a halt. Every member of his trial bureau was stunned 
at the atrocity that had just occurred. The event ate away at the 
prosecutors’ convictions. Those who had sworn to protect the City 
of New York were forced to sit helplessly as civilian life became 
unlivable in Lower Manhattan. 

My father attempted to console the other ADAs and himself, 
with what he interpreted to be the main theme and lesson from 


Peter and Beth Kougasian in Jerusalem, Israel (1994). 


ma Lars 
Elizabeth and Peter Kougasian with Justice Sonia Sotomayor at Brooklyn Law 
School, April 18, 2016. 


one of his favorite books, The Plague. It’s a sentiment that proves 
timeless as all of us mournfully reflect on my father’s legacy. 
When we as people are forced to confront the absurdity of 
meaningless suffering and the emptiness that accompanies tragic 
loss, those of us who dedicate ourselves to helping others will 
miraculously find purpose. 
Thank you. 
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Reflections 


"Much has been said 
about Peter Kougasian and 
his brilliant career, forsaking 
the big buck’s payoff and 
always looking to help the 
have-nots. What few may 
know is the leading role he 
played on the Avedisian 
School Construction 
Committee. Our Committee 
met several times with 
the United Nations 
Representatives and when 
questions were directed 
to me as Committee chair, 
| would always respond 
by referring the questions 
to Peter saying he could 
best answer them. At 
one meeting one of the 
representatives was the 
second leading candidate 
for Secretary General of the 
UN. As usual, | asked Peter 
to respond to her questions 
and Peter’s great skills 
as a communicator and 
orator immediately came 
to light. She sat straight 
up and listened with great 
interest as Peter brilliantly 
responded with great care, 
respect, and information 


The recent passing of Peter Mark 
Kougasian, Esq., AMAA VP has deeply 
affected all of us at the Armenian 


Missionary Association of America. The 


following are a number of reflections on 


Peter from some of the members of the 
AMAA Board of Directors. 


that as usual carried the day 
for Avedisian School. 

The UN response 
over time led to a large 
grant for our School 
and a UN paid invite to 
visit the new European 
Headquarters of the UN 
Building under construction 
in Copenhagen. While | 
never knew that Peter 
performed magic shows, 
| now see in retrospect 
how he performed using 
those same communication 
skills for the benefit of the 
socio and economically 
challenged students at our 
School. What a gift for all 
those who experienced his 
extraordinary talents. For 
sure we are all the better 
for it. Many thanks, Peter, 
for all you did and how you 
did it. " 

Edward Avedisian 


"Peter Kougasian 
touched me, inspired me 
and challenged me with his 
Christian life unlike anyone 
| have known. Peter always 
had a joy that was pure. A 


real Christian joy. Peter 
patience and humility. Peter 
had a natural concern and 
love for others, especially 
his family. Peter had a 
courageous heart and an 
extraordinary positive spirit. 
When he would speak, you 
could hear the goodness of 
his spirit strong and clear. 
Later, when he was no 
longer able to speak except 
by machine, you could still 
hear the goodness of his 
spirit, in Some ways even 
more strongly, even more 
clearly. | never said to Peter 
how much | admired him. | 
wish | did. He continues to 
inspire me as a Christian life 
to be emulated. 

‘That is how we 
know we are living in him. 
Those who say they live in 
God should live their lives 
as Jesus did.’ (1 John 2: 
5-6, NLT)" 

John Cherkezian 


"Having served on the 
Board of the AMAA on and 
off for almost 30 years, | 
have enjoyed the privilege 


1 | of meeting many people 


from all walks of life from 
all over the country. That’s 
where | met Peter, a ray 

of sunshine in a relatively 
long and dull meeting. It 
was amazing how Peter 
could make his point and 
convince people to change 
their positions without 
hurting anyone’s feelings. 
His life very much circled 
around his wife Beth and 
his son Alex. Despite his 
very busy schedule he 
would find the time to take 
Alex to his violin lessons. 
Having learned the lesson 
himself he would then 

go home and continue to 
teach Alex. He was a big 
fan of the sacred music 
concerts that the Lark 
musical society produced 
and would never miss a 
performance. He was kind, 
gentle, very humble but 
very smart and witty. His 
positive outlook on life 
even when he was totally 
paralyzed was beyond 
human understanding. May 
God bless his memory." 
Nazareth E. Darakjian, M.D. 
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"Brilliant minds are 
not born every day, nor are 
people with great faith, 
devotion and courage. Pe- 
ter Mark Kougasian was 
a brilliant person of faith, 
who courageously devoted 
his entire life serving man- 
kind as the husband to his 
beloved Beth, the adoring 
father to Alex, a prosecutor 
seeking justice for victims 
of crimes, a member of 
the AMAA Board and Vice 
President guiding it through 
many turbulent issues and 
times. Beyond a brilliant 
mind, what characterized 
Peter was his devotion to 
the Lord through service to 
mankind. 

It was indeed my privi- 
lege to work with Peter on 
the AMAA Board and its 
committees for many years, 
and | got to know him and 
Beth as well in many social 
gatherings that followed 
the Board meetings. His 
clarity of thought, always 
expressed with that char- 
acteristic precision, as well 
as humor, enriched those 
meetings and gatherings 
for us. |am grateful to the 
AMAA for introducing me 
to Peter, whose life of faith- 
fulness and devotion was 
exemplary to me and others 
who knew him. 

While | am comforted 
by the belief that he is wait- 
ing for us somewhere near, 
and one day we will again 
see Peter in the presence 
of our Lord, | personally 
miss him, feel his void, and 
mourn him. | am grate- 
ful for his life and having 
known him in person. May 
he Rest in Peace." 

Nurhan Helvacian, Ph.D. 


"| had the privilege 
of being Peter Kougasian’s 
pastor for eight years. He 
always told me that one 
of the greatest things he 
ever did was to serve on the 
AMAA Board. He also had a 
deep love for the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of New 
York and was a pillar of the 
community serving as the 
Moderator for many years. 
Whenever | met with Peter, 
the first question he would 
always ask me was, "how is 
the Church treating you?" 
He would always want to 
know how | was doing and 
how the Church was doing 
so he knew how to pray for 
us while he was battling ALS 
from the hospital bed. Peter 
was a man of great character. 
He never played the victim 
card or asked the why me 
question, but Peter kept his 
integrity, kept his humor, 
and kept his faith in our Lord 
Christ Jesus to the very end." 

Rev. Dr. Haig Kherlopian 


"When | think about 
Peter, the following words 
come to mind: kindness, 
integrity and brilliance. | 
recall first meeting Peter a 
little over 10 years ago. He 
was speaking at an AMAA 
event in Northern New 
Jersey. | could immediately 
tell he was very special. 

His public speaking skills 
were extraordinary. Over 
the years, | learned more 
and more about Peter, my 
fellow AMAA Board member 
and fellow member of the 
Bar. Yes, Peter’s credentials 
were impeccable: Princeton 
University, Yale Law School, 
and distinguished career as 
a trial lawyer and mentor 

to junior attorneys in 

the Manhattan District 


Attorney’s Office. Despite 
all his accomplishments, 
though, | learned quickly 
that Peter was extremely 
humble, a dedicated servant 
to Armenian causes, and a 
family man. Like so many 
others, | am fortunate to 
have crossed paths with 
Peter. "It’s magic you know; 
never believe it’s not so." 


Thomas Momjian, Esq. 


"| first met Peter, 
Beth and Alex Kougasian in 
the Armenian Evangelical 


Church of New York in 2006. 


Peter and | bonded quickly 
over philosophy, as well 

as our shared family roots 
in Harpert. He was king of 
the coffee hour, holding 
court discursively in a way 
no one else could—with 
his signature combination 
of grace, intelligence, 
humor, Francophilia, 
open-heartedness, and 
goodwill. It was Peter who 
brought me into the AMAA, 
encouraging me to run for 
the Board. Beginning in 
2016, | had the privilege of 
serving with him on it for 
a short time. Peter prayed 
for me this summer (2021) 
as | sought to become the 
bridge pastor at Armenian 
Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church in Havertown, PA. 

| feel a great deal of pain 
in Peter’s absence, but 
one source of particularly 
acute disappointment for 
me is my own inadequacy 
to represent him well in 
words. Who but Peter 
himself has the rhetorical 
genius for a task like that?" 


Heather Ohaneson, Ph.D. 


"Peter Kougasian was 
that rare gentleman whom 
God touched in a unique 


way; the quintessential 
intellect and scholar, 
virtuoso musician joyously 
performing with his equally 
gifted son Alex; 

Master of magic, 25 
years’ ago Camp Aghveran 
(a former Soviet retreat 
in Armenia), mesmerizing 
threadbare children with 
his sleight of hand illusions. 
Peter tasted the fullness 
of life. He was a profound 
soul; lover of the Lord. 
Joyous, even in those days 
of painful battle. Peter 
won a glorious graduation, 
reaching the best Heaven 
could provide in His eternal 
home." 

Joe and Joyce Stein 


"Peter was one of the 
special ones. In any setting, 
he was quiet, but a pres- 
ence. | count it a blessing 
to have known and worked 
with Peter. We knew each 
other as members of the 
AMAA Board of Directors 
from the early 1990s to 
2015. During that period 
there were several changes 
in the leadership and on the 
Board requiring a cool head 
and a high level of tolerance 
for different opinions and 
change. At Board meetings, 
Peter’s participation was al- 
ways pertinent—there were 
no wasted words or time 
when he spoke. And he was 
always a conciliator, which at 
critical points was especially 
important. | last saw Peter 
at the AMAA Banquet and 
Annual Meeting in Paramus 
in 2017 where we each 
made brief presentations. 
He was a clear and thought- 
ful speaker who most always 
had something interesting 
and important to say." 

Joe Zeronian, Ed.D. 
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JHE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


October 12. 2071. 


The Kougasian Family 
New Rochelle, New York 


To the Kougasian Family, 


Jill and I are sending you our heartfelt condolences 02 the passing of your 
beloved Peter. I know there are few words {can share that will ease the 
pain of losing 4 joved one. Your entire family is in MY thoughts and 
prayers. 


Though the grieving process never quite ends, I promise you the day will 
come when the memory of Peter will bring a smile to your lips before it 
brings a tear to your eye. My prayer for your family is that this day comes 
sooner rather than later. 


Sincerely, 


MISSIONARY 
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By Philip Tavlian* 


he First Armenian Presbyterian Church (FAPC) of Fresno 

was the first Armenian Church organized in the State of 

California. 

In the early 1880s, natives of Marsovan and Trebizond 
migrated to Central California and formed a vibrant community. By 
1892, the women of the Community founded the Armenian Ladies’ 
Patriotic Society, an organization to "support orphans, ministers, 
and evangelists in Armenia." 

Rejected by the American churches, 40 Armenian immigrants 
met in the upper room of Nicholls’ Hall in Downtown Fresno on July 
25, 1897 and organized the First Armenian Presbyterian Church. 
The congregation joined the family of Presbyterian churches on 
October 20, 1897. 

Rev. Avedis Vartanian, Khachig Michaelian, and Hagop Azhderian 
were elected as the first Ruling Elders. The Rev. Lysander Tower 
Burbank, a retired missionary to Bitlis, preached the first sermon 
in the Armenian language and was unanimously elected as the 
charter pastor of the Church. 

Rev. Burbank served FAPC for two years and was succeeded by 
Rev. George Haroutune Filian, a native of Antioch and a graduate 
of Chicago Theological Seminary. During his three-year ministry, a 
church building was constructed at the corner of Santa Clara and 
Fulton Streets. This was the steepled, octagon sanctuary that au- 
thors William Saroyan and A.|. Bezzerides attended in their youth. 


Rev. Gregory Haroutunian, Senior Pastor of FAPC. 


Upon Rev. Filian’s resignation, Dr. Caspar Mallarian, a graduate 
of Wheaton College and Cornell University, served as pulpit supply. 
Rev. John Baptist Haygooni, M.D., a Baptist minister educated at 
New York University and Rochester Theological Seminary, became 
pastor on January 1, 1905 and served until October 1911. 

Rev. Mgrdich Hagop Knadjian, a graduate of Central Turkey Col- 
lege at Aintab and Edinburgh Seminary, followed Rev. Haygooni. 
Rev. Knadjian resigned in 1922 and was succeeded by Rev. Doctor 
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Garabed Manoog Missirian, a graduate of Central Turkey College at 
Aintab, Harvard University, and Andover Divinity School. A beloved 
pastor, Dr. Missirian died from a ruptured appendix after serving a 
mere three years. Following his death, Rev. Misak Aijian supplied 
the pulpit for nearly a year. 

Rev. Vartan Bedros Amirkhanian was then invited to the min- 
istry of FAPC from the Armenian Presbyterian Church of New 
Jersey. A Genocide survivor, Rev. Amirkhanian was a graduate of 
Euphrates College of Harpoot, the Marash Theological Seminary, 
and did postgraduate work at Hartford Seminary in Connecticut. 

During Rev. Amirkhanian’s 17-year ministry, a bequest from 
charter member Haroutune "Harry" Arakelian challenged the 
congregation to build a new house of worship. The congrega- 
tion relocated to a new, Spanish-style sanctuary at First Street 
and Huntington Boulevard. Shortly after the dedication of the 
Church, Rev. Amirkhanian retired and was named Pastor Emeritus. 

The Church next called Rev. Arsham Khachadoor Yerami- 
an to its pulpit. He ministered to the Church throughout 
World War Il, when more than 100 young men and women 
from the Church family served in the U.S. armed forces. 

Rev. Yeramian resigned in 1954 and was succeeded by Rev. 
Theodore Yacoub Daghlian. Plans for building expansion were 
initiated during his ministry. Rev. Daghlian resigned in 1962 
and for two years the Church was served by pulpit supplies. 

In 1964, the Rev. Vartkes Manuel Kassouni was called to the 
Church from the Armenian Evangelical Church of New York City. 
During his 12-year ministry, the Church pursued its expansion 
program and constructed a new Christian Education Building and 
Sanctuary. In 1977, Rev. Kassouni accepted a call to serve as Senior 
Pastor of the United Armenian Congregational Church of Los An- 
geles. Associate Pastor Theodore D. Lyons, Jr., son and nephew of 
distinguished Armenian Evangelical pastors, led the congregation 
for the next year. 

On December 10, 1978, Rev. Bernard Asadoor Guekguezian was 
installed as tenth pastor of FAPC. With the assistance of Associate 
Pastors David C. Hammelmann and Gregory V. Haroutunian, he 


Original church — Built at 515 Fulton Street, at the corner of 
Santa Clara, and dedicated on April 2, 1901. Said church edifice 
sold to St. Paul Armenian Church. 


retired in January 2001, after presiding over construction of anew 
Fellowship Hall and celebration of the Congregation’s Centennial. 
In the autumn of 2002 the title of "Pastor Emeritus" was conferred 
upon Rev. Guekguezian. 

Rev. Doctor Lee Allison Hicks and Rev. Louis Robert Paradise 
served as Interim Senior Pastors until June 1, 2003, when the con- 
gregation called Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian as its 11th Senior Pastor. 
Rev. Melkonian resigned in May 2012 to become Pastor to the 
Pastors of the Evangelical Churches of Armenia in the Homeland 
and Artsakh. 

On November 1, 2012, Rev. Paul R. Irwin, veteran Presbyterian 
Pastor and onetime professional musician, became Interim Se- 
nior Pastor of FAPC. On, September 15, 2013, the communicant 
membership of the First Armenian Presbyterian Church of Fresno, 
California elected Rev. Gregory Vahack Haroutunian of Belmont, 
Massachusetts as the 12" Senior Pastor of the congregation in the 
heartland of the Golden State. 

His tenure at FAPC has been marked by an emphasis on prayer 
and discipleship, with the theme of the Congregation being, "Love 
God. Love Others. Make Disciples." 

Under Badveli Haroutunian's servant leadership, the congrega- 
tion vigorously pursues a host of Gospel ministries, including Sun- 
day School classes for youth and adults, regular Bible studies for 
the Armenian-speaking Women, Men, College & Career ages, and 
small group studies, the Gathering Women's Fellowship, Mommy 
& Me weekly meetings for young mothers, Praise Band, 24/7 
Prayer Program, monthly ministry to residents of the California 
Armenian Home, and a comprehensive youth program round out 
the outreach of the Church. 

Through the decades, facilities have changed, clergy and laity have 
arrived and departed, and cycles of immigration have ebbed and 
flowed. Yet the mission and ministry of the First Armenian Presbyte- 
rian Church remain the same — to be a witness for the Good News of 
Jesus Christ at home and abroad from generation unto generation. 


* Philip Tavlian is a member of the First Armenian Presbyterian 
Church of Fresno, CA. 


Sanctuary of the First Armenian Presbyterian Church of Fresno, CA. 
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Prophetic Words in the Face of Dea 


By Rev. Calvin Sagherian* 


n 2016, | was invited to Adana, Turkey, to discuss the potential for reconciliation with formerly Muslim Turkish pastors who had come 

to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit had convicted them to seek reconciliation with Armenians in order to lift the 

curse they believe rests over the nation and the land, as a result of what their fathers had done in order to be a witness for Christ. 

Two years earlier, | had met several of these pastors and was eager to continue an honest dialogue with them. Seeking God’s will, 
| reread my grandfather Rev. Sisag Manoogian’s biography, ‘Out of the Ark, written by my aunt Rhoda Carswell. | wondered if | might 
be able to visit where he was born (Kaiseri) and where he served as a pastor (Adana). 

What intrigued me most was a "goodbye letter" he had written to a missionary friend of his, assuming that they would never see each 
other again on earth. He was being deported and, eventually, would be killed. | was amazed at my grandfather’s resolve to be a faithful 
witness to his Lord Jesus Christ both in life and in death. You can sense his deep sorrow for the suffering of his Armenian brothers and 
sisters at the hands of the Turks. Yet, he prayed for everyone, both Armenians and Turks. 

Excerpts from the letter were included in the report commissioned by the British Government and presented to Parliament, known 
later as Lord Bryce’s Blue Book: "The Treatment of the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire." The portion printed in the "Blue Book" is 
prefaced: "Words of a Young Preacher." 

On September 8, 1915, Adil Bey, Chief of the Secret Police, had ordered Rev. Sisag Manoogian to be ready to leave the following day 
with his mother, wife and his six-month-old son, Peter. Rev. Manoogian told his wife to pack what few things could be carried and to 
include a towel. He felt certain Peter would die on the way and he wanted to be able to bury his body, rather than just abandon it as 
so many had been forced to do. 

Rev. and Mrs. Manoogian then dedicated Peter to God with the promise that if he lived, they would do their best to see that he 
worked as a missionary among Muslims. Not only did Peter survive, he went on to serve among Muslims as a physician in Deir el-Zor 
in the early 1940s. 

‘Words of a Young Preacher' - from the Blue Book 

"We now understand that it is a great miracle that our nation has lived so many years amongst such a nation as this. From this we 
realize that God can and has shut the mouths of lions for many years. May God restrain them! I’m afraid they mean to kill some of us, 
cast some of us into most cruel starvation and send the rest out of this country... But be sure that, by God’s special help, | will do my 
best to encourage others to die in a manly way. | will also look for God’s help for myself to die as a Christian. 

May this country see that if we cannot live here as men, we shall die as men of God. May God forgive this nation all their sins which 
they do without knowing. May the Armenians teach Jesus’ life by their death, which they could not teach by their life. It is my great 
desire to see a Reverend Ali or Osman or Mohammed. May Jesus soon see many Turkish Christians as the fruit of His blood. May the 
war soon end, in order to save the Muslims from their cruelty, for they increase in that from day to day and from their ingrained habit 
of torturing others. Therefore, we are waiting on God, for the sake of the Muslims, as well as of the Armenians. May He appear soon!" 

| was flabbergasted! Not only did my grandfather have a tender heart toward those who wished to kill him and his family, but now, 
one hundred years later, | had met the very people my grandfather had named and prayed for a hundred years ago, when he was 
being marched to his death! By God’s grace he had the courage to pray for a miracle, for genuine repentance. And now, | was blessed 
to witness the answer to his prayer. | had just met "Reverend Ali," as well as "Reverend Mohammed" two years earlier! I’m still looking 
for Reverend Osman! 

Was this simple coincidence or God’s providence? God had heard the prayer of a faithful servant seeking to obey Jesus’ teaching 
(Matthew 5:44) to pray for those who persecute you. And He answered it a century later! 

We all struggle with Jesus’ teaching to pray for our enemies who persecute, torture, maim and kill us. We struggle because we have 
experienced the agony of losing loved ones among our own families, even if it happened over one hundred years ago. The pain is still 
real. We struggle even more in 2021 with the wounds of the Artsakh war still fresh in our minds and hearts. 


34 | AMAA NEWS, Oct-Nov-Dec 2021 


Could Jesus have meant these words for others, but not for us? He Himself experienced false accusations, an illegal trial, unjust torture 
and a cruel execution at the hands of evil men, while He was totally innocent. And yet, from the cross He uttered these, oh, so difficult 
words, "Father forgive them for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). 

Jesus taught us to love our enemies and forgive those who sin against us, just as God has forgiven us our sins against Him (Matthew 
6:12, 14-15). We wrongly assume that forgiving means we forgo the demand for justice. No, nurturing an unforgiving spirit is like drinking 
poison, hoping it will kill the person we are unwilling to forgive. 

Forgiveness frees us from the shackles of bitterness poisoning our souls. 

God is very much aware of the pain and suffering of our people and He cares. 
He enables us to be faithful to His Word as we too pray—not that He would 
send our enemies to Hell—but that by His grace—which neither Turks nor 
we deserve—we would each seek true forgiveness, found only through the 
cleansing blood of Jesus Christ. 


* Rev. Calvin Sagherian is 

the Moderator of the Armenian 
Evangelical Union of North America 
and the Senior Pastor of the Calvary 
Armenian Congregational Church, 
San Francisco, CA. 


Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian Named Interim Minister 
to the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America 


na recent Communiqué, the Armenian Evangelical Union 

of North America (AEUNA) announced that Rev. Hendrik 

Shanazarian assumed his post as Interim Minister to 

the Union of the AEUNA on October 1, 2021. He was 
unanimously confirmed by vote of the AEUNA Board of Directors 
in June 2021 and will be officially presented as the candidate to 
the AEUNA General Assembly for approval as Minister to the 
Union during the next General Assembly in June 2022. 

Also at the September 24, 2021, Board of Directors’ meeting, 
Rev. Calvin Sagherian was unanimously appointed as Acting 
Moderator of the AEUNA, and Rev. Serop Megerditchian was 
unanimously appointed as Acting Vice Moderator. Both pastors will serve 
in these roles until the end of the regular 2022 term. 

As Moderator for the Union, Rev. Shanazarian was instrumental in assisting the Minister to the 
Union with ecclesiastical and community efforts. He served until recently as Associate Pastor at United 
Armenian Congregational Church, Los Angeles. 

Born in Tehran, Rev. Shanazarian was ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament in November 
2000 in the Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church of Iran. He holds a B.A. in Clinical Psychology from the 
Allameh Tabatabaie University in Tehran, Iran, and M.Div. from the Near East School of Theology in 
Beirut, Lebanon. Rev. Shanazarian is married to Dr. Mariet Mikaelian and they have two children, Anna 
and Tadeh. 

In 1981, he started his ministry in the Armenian Evangelical Church in Tehran as a youth leader and 
has served in different capacities since then. Before coming to the United States in 2007, he served on 
the leadership of the Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church in Iran, and taught Old Testament, Systematic 
Theology, and Christian Counseling and Worship at the Synod's Bible School. 

Rev. Shanazarian was elected Moderator of the AEUNA at the General Assembly 2020 meeting held 
virtually and was instrumental in assisting with ecclesiastical and community projects. 
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By Rev. René Léonian, Ph.D.* 


The sacrifice of our soldiers will not be in vain as of our Lord Jesus Christ who sacrificed His 
life on the Cross for our salvation. 


ver the past year, I have had 

the opportunity to return to 

Armenia and Artsakh several 

times. In reality, I don’t know 
if Armenia and Artsakh need me, but I 
need them. I need to walk on the soil of our 
Homeland, need to meditate there, need to 
listen, feel, understand. All this is done in a 
spirit of sharing but also in silence. 

I remember my first tourist trip to Armenia 
in 1981. It was like a dream. I was amazed 
by the landscapes, monasteries, museums, 
inscriptions in Armenian and so much more. 

I was also a little surprised by the regime 
of the time. Of course, it was not Cilicia 
where my grandparents came from, but it 
was still part of a 3,000-year-old Armenia. 
In 1987 and 1992, I was able to visit Cilicia 
and Western Armenia. I probably had more 
emotion, but also a lot of sadness and anger 
when I saw the lamentable state of our an- 
cestral heritage. 

In 1994, I had the privilege of being ap- 
pointed Representative of the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council in Armenia and 
Artsakh. I didn’t know then that I was going 
to stay in Armenia with my wife Sylvie for 
17 years. I can state that those years were 
among the most interesting and fruitful of 
my life. In addition to my pastoral responsi- 
bility for the churches, I led the humanitarian 
actions of two organizations, the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America and 
Hope for Armenia of France. 

Today, a year later, how can we reconcile 
with the crushing defeat of the October 2020 
war? How can we look in the eyes of the 
families of fallen soldiers, soldiers wounded 
for life? How will we explain to the new 
generations the fiasco in which Armenia and 
the global diaspora find themselves today? 


I would have liked to have a magic wand 
to prevent this last war and its disastrous 
consequences. I would have liked our lead- 
ers to have acted with greater foresight, 
discernment and wisdom for 30 years. I 
would so much have liked civil society to 
totally fulfill its responsibilities so as to be 
a real counterweight. I would have liked 
the diaspora to be more and more involved. 

We have all tried to analyze what hap- 
pened to us, without necessarily finding the 
right answers to our questions. 

Like each of you, I have my opinions on 
our leaders and their skills and incompe- 
tence. Far be it from me to scrutinize the 
actions of those who have governed Armenia 
and Artsakh since the early 1990s. Sooner or 
later, everyone will be held accountable for 
what they have done or should have done. 

Naively, I tell myself that if the ruling 
power is able to answer the essential ques- 
tions of Armenia and Artsakh, let it continue 
its action. Otherwise, let him think about 
giving way to others. 

My point is not to point at anyone. It is, on 
the contrary, to consider avenues where we 
can all come forth with our heads held high. 

In the coming days, I will be in Armenia 
and Artsakh again. I would like to convey a 
word of encouragement and comfort to our 
compatriots and their families. Especially 
to families devastated by the loss of a loved 
one, of their homes, villages, property or 
jobs. A very special thought for our wounded 
and prisoners of war. 

I know that, despite your extreme pain, 
you are strong and that you will come 
through this atrocious ordeal. I know that, 
despite the sluggish support of the state and 
the diaspora, you are determined to move 
forward, persevere and get by. 


More than ever, with you, we will work 
for more unity among our people, more 
solidarity, more determination to find the 
right solutions to problems, both big and 
small. Together, we will prove that nothing 
is insurmountable, and that our strength can 
even move mountains. 

We cannot forget the blood that was shed 
during this last war. That’s why we will suc- 
ceed in our joint projects. 

We are convinced that Armenia will 
strengthen its sovereignty and that Artsakh 
will return to its historical borders in a free 
and independent state. 

Let us not forget either that we are a 
people who have accepted the Christian 
faith for a very long time. In the image of 
our Lord Jesus Christ who sacrificed His 
life on the Cross for our salvation, let us 
believe that the sacrifice of our soldiers will 
not be in vain. And, as Christ rose on the 
3rd day, let us believe in the resurrection 
of our people, our nation, our state, our 
Armenia, our Artsakh. 

People of Armenia, people of Artsakh, we 
love you, we are by your side, we will get 
by and we will triumph. 


Views expressed in this article are 
those of the author. 


*Rev. René Léonian is 
the President of the 

_ Union of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches 
in Eurasia. 
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Armenian Evangelical Union of 


North America Yesterday and Today 


History at a Glance 


Compiled, translated and summarized by Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian* 


Introduction 

We just celebrated the Thanksgiving 
Holiday here in the United States. This was a 
great opportunity to remember God’s bless- 
ings and faithfulness, especially in 2021, 
a special year for Armenian Evangelicals. 
We owe thanks to God for His providence 
and guidance over the years. The year 2021 
coincides with the 175" Anniversary of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church, and the 50" 
Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America. This is a great oc- 
casion to study our history, to recognize the 
highs and the lows, the successes and the 
failures; a time to refocus our eyes on our 
Lord and rely on His wisdom and strength 
and follow His lead, and to be renewed in 


our faith and revitalized in our mission of 
Preaching His Gospel and serving Him, our 
community and our neighbors, glorifying 
His name in whatever we do and speak. 

In this article, I will focus on the forma- 
tion of the Armenian Evangelical Union of 
North America and its current structure. For 
recent articles on the history and ministry of 
the Armenian Evangelical Church, I refer 
readers to the AEUNA Fall 2021 FORUM, 
and the 2021 AMAA News issue featuring 
the 175" Anniversary. 


The Beginning 

Armenian Evangelical churches have 
been present in the U.S. since the last quarter 
of the nineteenth century. Due to the socio- 


Armenian Evangelical Church of Martyrs, Worcester, MA - the first established Church in the U.S. 


political situation of the Ottoman Empire 
and in search of freedom, higher education 
and a better life, many Armenians, including 
Armenian Evangelicals, moved to the U.S. 
Despite the challenges of a new culture, new 
language and sometimes even discrimina- 
tion, they came together, formed communi- 
ties, and worshiped together to strengthen 
each other’s faith and support each other. 
They were able not only to survive but to 
thrive and benefit the larger community as 
well. It is important to recognize the spiri- 
tual and financial support provided by local 
non-Armenian churches and denominations 
in the early stages of the organization of our 
worshiping communities and the building of 
our worship places. 

In the beginning, the majority of Ar- 
menians who arrived in the U.S. settled 
in the New England area. The first Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church established 
in the U.S. was Armenian Church of the 
Martyrs, Worcester, MA, which began in 
1881. The congregation started coming 
together to worship at the home of Hov- 
hannes Yazijian. When the number grew 
due to the arrival of new immigrants, the 
Church formally organized as a church 
body and the local American church, the 
Mission Chapel, kindly opened its doors 
to this faith community for their worship 
services. In the late 1890s, the leadership 
started thinking about erecting their own 
sanctuary. Their plan was realized at the 
end of 1901, and the first service in this 
building was held on Sunday, December 
1 of that year. The pastor of the Church at 
this time was Rev. Khachadoor Benneyan. 
Almost all the other Armenian Evangelical 
churches established in the U.S. during this 
period had a similar experience. More im- 
migrants came from the Middle East and 
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formed small worshiping communities. As 
new communities were formed, ministers 
from the Middle East would arrive as well 
and were trusted with the leadership and 
ministry of the church. 

As the number of churches along the 
Eastern shore of the U.S. grew, they felt 
the need to come together and support each 
other’s ministers and be strengthened by 
each other. As a result, in 1901, the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Union of Eastern States 
was formed to include all the Armenian 
Evangelical churches east of the Missis- 
sippi River. 

One of the great accomplishments of the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of the Eastern 
States was the formation of the AMAA on 
June 7, 1918, at the Armenian Church of 
the Martyrs in Worcester, MA. Millions of 
Armenians lost their lives, and hundreds of 
thousands were uprooted from their homes 
during the Armenian Genocide, and the 
formation of the AMAA was a timely and 
crucial response to the immediate needs 
of our people, both spiritual and physical. 
The stated purpose of the AMAA was “to 
spiritually strengthen Armenian Evangelical 
churches and to rebuild those that had been 
destroyed.” (Salibian p. 21). 

The Founding of the AMAA was a 
crucial step in establishing and nurturing the 
growth of Armenian Evangelical churches 
around the world. The AMAA provided 
the Armenian Evangelical community with 
a sense of leadership while navigating the 
challenges of a very tumultuous time. The 
Association served as somewhat of liaison 
for Armenians trying to come to America. 
Its leaders provided spiritual, physical, 
emotional and financial support to those in 
need. (Salibian, p. 21). 

Today, 103 years after its establish- 
ment, the AMAA has become a leading 
mission and humanitarian organization in 
the Armenian world. There is no place in 
the world with an Armenian community 
where the AMAA has been absent, and the 
members of the community have not been 
touched by its ministries and services. We 
thank God for blessing and growing this 
organization and for making it a blessing to 
many around the world. 

In the early 1960s, an Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church was established in Toronto, 
Canada, and then in Montreal. When the 
churches in Canada joined the Union of 
Eastern States its name was changed to the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of Eastern 
States and Canada. 


Pilgrim Armenian Congrega ional Church, Fresno, CA. 


Tracing a separate history, just a few 
years after the establishment of the first 
Armenian Evangelical Church in the East, 
small groups of Armenians moved to central 
California and got involved in farming and 
trading their products. A small fellowship 
was formed that was welcomed and sup- 
ported by one group of local Christians, 
after being rejected by another Christian 
community because of cultural difference. 
As a result, the first Armenian Evangelical 
Church was established in Fresno in 1897. 
This was the beginning of what is now the 
First Armenian Presbyterian Church of 
Fresno. The second Armenian Evangelical 
Church in Fresno, Pilgrim Armenian Con- 
gregational Church, was established in 1901. 
These churches joined and formed a Union 
in 1908 called the Armenian Congregational 
Union of California which for the purpose 
of inclusivity was later renamed Armenian 
Evangelical Union of California. 


The Merger and Formation of 
AEUNA 

The massacre of Armenians by Ot- 
toman Turks during World War I caused 
survivors to seek refuge as immigrants, 
with many coming to the U.S. As a result, 
new Armenian Evangelical churches were 
established both in the Eastern States and 
in California. Both the Unions of North 
America welcomed these new churches and 
became more organized. 

For about sixty years, the two Unions 
existed as separate entities, but gradually 
they felt the need for closer cooperation. In 
the early 1960s, as travel became easier, the 


leadership in both Unions started attending 
each other’s conventions. They got to know 
each other and see new opportunities. The 
challenges each Union was facing caused 
them to think, discuss and evaluate possibili- 
ties of a merger. A joint meeting of several 
Armenian Evangelical Unions (France, Near 
East and the two from the U.S.) in Paris in 
1965 encouraged the two U.S. Unions to 
take practical steps toward the merger. Both 
Unions studied the possibility separately. 
Committees were formed, and in 1967 rep- 
resentatives of both Unions were asked to 
study the documents and proposals that were 
prepared for this purpose and to report to 
their respective bodies. Over the next few 
years, a constitution was drafted and dis- 
cussed year after year in both Unions and 
their member churches which was finally 
voted on by member churches. 

In his book, As I see it, explaining 
the process of the merger of the two U.S. 
Unions, Rev. Dr. V. Tootikian writes: 

It all happened in October 1971 at 
the Armenian Congregational Church of 
Greater Detroit in Southfield, Michigan. 
The merger of two Armenian Evangelical 
Unions of the North American continent... 
produced the Armenian Evangelical Union 
of North America (AEUNA). It happened at 
the 70" (and last) annual convention of the 
AEU-East, held in conjunction with 52" 
Annual Meeting of AMAA (p. 108). 

The pastors and representatives of 22 
members churches of the two Unions signed 
the merger agreement (four churches were 
absent and signed the agreement after the 
convention). During the convention, the 
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oderators of the two Unions lit a unity candle 
as is typically done during a wedding service. 


The AEUNA Today 


During the last four decades, with the 
inflow of many Armenian immigrants from 
Armenia, Iran, and the Middle East to the 
U.S., many new churches were established 
along the West Coast, especially in the Los 
Angeles area. Some of these churches joined 
the AEUNA during the last 15 years, increas- 
ing the number of Union churches in the U.S. 
and Canada to 30. During the last decade, 
there were discussions about welcoming the 
three Armenian Evangelical Churches of 
South America as members of the AEUNA. 
This was voted on and approved in 2018 
during the AEUNA Biennial convention in 
Burbank, CA, and brought the number of 
AEUNA churches to 33, out of which 15 
are located in California (12 in Los Angeles 
area, two in Fresno, one in San Francisco) 
and one in Utah. There are 10 churches Mas- 
sachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, New 
Jersey, Rhode Island, Michigan, and Illinois, 
and four churches in Canada. The South 
American churches are located in Argentina, 
Uruguay and Brazil. For the complete and 
detailed list of the AEUNA churches please 
visit https://www.aeuna.org/churches-1. 
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Iglesia Evangélica Congregacional Armenia "Santisima Trinidad", Buenos 


Aires, Argentina. 


The highest decision-making body of 
the AEUNA is the General Assembly that 
convenes every two years to worship and 
learn together, hear reports, discuss impor- 
tant issues and make decisions, and elect the 
Union’s Board of Directors and the Minister 
to the Union to do the work of the AEUNA 
and implement the decisions of the General 
Assembly. The Board of Directors consists 
of 16 elected members that meet twice a 
year together with representatives of af- 
filiated and recognized organizations. The 
recognized organizations that work closely 
with AEUNA are the Armenian Evangelical 
Schools of California (AESC), Armenian 
Evangelical World Council (AEWC), 
the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA), Armenian Missionary 
Association of Canada (AMAC), the Arme- 
nian Theological Student’s Aid (ATSA), and 
the Philibosian Foundation (PF). 

The mission and leadership of the AEU- 
NA is summarized in the following two short 
paragraphs in the brochure that was recently 
prepared on the occasion of the 175" Anni- 
versary of the Armenian Evangelical Church: 

AEUNA’s mission is to unite, equip, 
and support the AEUNA churches and com- 
munity by supporting lay leaders, helping 
churches serve their congregations, equip- 
ping pastors, and training 
the next generation of min- 
istry and lay leaders. 

The Minister to the 
Union provides leadership 
and guidance to the pastors, 
churches, and ministries of 
the AEUNA as a full-time 
ministry leader. The volun- 
teer/elected AEUNA Board 
of Directors is comprised 
of women and men, pastors 
and lay leaders, representing 
all regions in which AEUNA 
has churches and ministries. 

There are six standing 
committees of the Board 
and one member of the 
Board chairs each one 
of these committees. The 
following is a list of these 
committees and __ their 
responsibilities: 

Armenian Christian 
Heritage - Creates educa- 
tional (and scholarly) materi- 
als and programs for all ages. 

Evangelism - Church 
planting, events, and programs 
that evangelize the Word. 


Ministry - Guides seminarians, ap- 
proves scholarships, and approves ordina- 
tion of the ministerial candidates. 

Publication - Produces the AEUNA 
Journal FORUM and other publicity ma- 
terials. 

Stewardship - Promotes stewardship 
education, creates fundraising campaigns, 
and manages funds. 

Personnel- The HR of the AEUNA. 
(from Brochure) 

Two other committees area: 

Youth - Oversees Armenian Evangelical 
Youth Fellowships. 

AEUNA/AMAA Joint Home Missions 
- Supports churches and church mission 
programs in the Americas. 

Christian education has been an integral 
part of the Armenian Evangelical ethos from 
the beginning. As the AEUNA grew, dif- 
ferent affiliated organizations and standing 
committees were formed to participate in 
the spiritual growth and Christian education 
of our members. At present, the Armenian 
Evangelical Youth fellowship (AEYF) of 
the East and of the West and the Armenian 
Evangelical Women’s Fellowship (AEWF) 
of the West and of the East are very active 
in organizing joint events and retreats for 
the youth and women of the Union. These 
events create closer relationships and foster 
fellowship between our different church 
members and helps them grow in their faith 
and spiritual life. 

Many Christians testify about the 
impact Christian camps have had in their 
personal faith journey. Therefore, camping 
ministry is an integral part of the ministry 
of any local church or church family and 
the AEUNA is not an exception. In 1977, 
dedicated Armenian Evangelical men and 
women in California who believed in camp- 
ing ministry and evangelism among the 
youth started organizing summer camps 
for different age groups in rental facilities, 
which started to be called Camp AREV. 
“Camp AREV quickly became popular 
in the Armenian Evangelical community: 
it offered a natural setting to reach young 
people with the message of the gospel, and 
it had a Christian Armenian cultural focus.” 
In 1992, with the generous donation of 
Edward J. Manishagian, a camp site was 
purchased by the AEUNA. Since then, an- 
nual summer and winter Camps have been 
organized at this facility in Frazier Park, CA 
for different age groups. These camps have 
had life-changing impacts on many camp- 
ers. For details on Camp AREV’s history, 
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please visit https://www.camparev.org/ 
history. The Camp is completing a major 
renovation and expansion phase to make 
the camp site appropriate for families and 
different groups at the same time. The first 
phase of this ambitious project will be com- 
pleted in the very near future. The camping 
ministry of the AEUNA on the East coast 
is called Camp Arevelk. To this day, the 
organizers are renting different venues for 
their camping events. We pray that in the 
near future, we may have our own camp 
site on the East coast as well. 

In the Middle East, there is a school 
adjacent to almost every church. The vision 
of having an Armenian Evangelical school 
in the U.S. was realized by the dedication 
of a group of visionary and hard-working 
church members in Southern California, 
and the generous donation of Elise Mer- 
dinian in memory of her sister Charlotte. 
The School opened its doors in 1982 with 
13 students. Over the years and with the 
support and generous donations of other 
doners new classrooms were built, and 
the facility was expanded. Today about 
200 students study at C&E Merdinian 
Armenian Evangelical School. Christian 
Education and morning chapels are an 
important part of the School curriculum, 
and over the years many students have 
graduated from the School and have be- 
come prominent leaders in the community. 

The AEUNA has close ties and rela- 
tionships with the Armenian Apostolic and 
Catholic churches and other churches in 
the community and is an active member of 
the larger Armenian community wherever 
it serves and enjoys their respect and trust. 

A major challenge that the AEUNA 
faces today is that churches in some areas 
are becoming smaller due to migration of 


2018 Biennial Assembly Installation Service. 


the younger generation to other states in 
search of better job opportunities, and the 
lack of inflow of newcomers. The other 
major challenge that we face is the lack 
of a leadership pipeline and the increasing 
number of the churches without a perma- 
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nent pastor. I pray that God may raise a new 
generation of lay and ordained ministers 
to serve in our churches and community. 
This requires a community effort and the 
participation of pastors, church leaders and 
families. 


Camp Arevelk, Greenville, NY - Summer of 2019. 
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Rebuilding our Union 
Anniversaries are great occasions for 
thanksgiving and also great occasions for 
self-evaluation. To assess the current situ- 
ation of our Union and find ways to better 
carry our mission of uniting, equipping, and 
supporting our churches and community, a 
task force focused on the Rebuilding Vision 
of the AEUNA is visiting all the AEUNA 
church pastors and lay leaders. We pray 
that as we seek guidance and strength from 
God, and as we humbly listen to each other 
to understand and appreciate each other and 
we refocus on our Lord Jesus Christ and His 
mission, we may work together to rebuild the 
AEUNA into a stronger, thriving twenty-first 
century Armenian Evangelical Church. 
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AEUNA Brochure prepared on the occasion 
of the 175" Anniversary 

Megerditchian, Serop. “Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Union of North America.” Houshamadian 
(in Armenian), Armenian Evangelical World 
council, (2021): 105-117. 

Salibian Kiledjian, Searan. History of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Churches of North and 
south America, Armenian Christian Heritage 
Committee (AEUNA), 2018 

Tootikian, Vahan. As / see it, Armenian Heri- 
tage Committee (AEUNA), 2008 

Tootikian, Vahan. The Armenian Evangelical 
Church Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow, Ar- 
menian Heritage Committee (AEUNA), 1996 


* Hendrik Shanazarian is the Interim 
Minister to the AEUNA. 


AMAA NEWS will in successive issues 
publish the history of the remaining 
Armenian Evangelical Unions worldwide. 
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Camp AREV, Frazier Park, CA - Summer of 2017. 
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June 23-26, 2022 


Let us therefore 
draw near with 
boldness to the 
throne of grace 
Hebrews 4:16 
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Thirteenth Annual Medical Mission Team. 


News and Notes 


Armenia Medical Mission Continues 
to Emulate God's Love in Armenia 


By Jay Graham* 


Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. Matthew 9:35 


espite the ongoing Pandemic and 

after a year of intermission due to 

COVID, the AMAA’s Armenia 

Medical Mission Team headed 
by Dr. Albert Phillips, with a small group 
left for Armenia from LAX on Wednesday, 
September 8 for their 13th Annual Medical 
Mission Trip in the Homeland. Three others 
from other parts of US joined them in 
Armenia to serve in the towns of Vanadzor 
and Stepanavan. 

They arrived in Vanadzor on Saturday, 
September 11, and set up the first clinic 
at the Evangelical Church of Armenia in 
preparation for their first day of clinic on 
Sunday. On Sunday morning they attended 
Church Service and Dr. Phillips introduced 
the members of the Team and shared a mes- 
sage based on Luke 17:11-19. He reminded 
everyone of the Team’s goal, which is not 
only to provide physical healing, but more 
importantly spiritual healing found only 
through Jesus Christ. 

Clinic began in the afternoon and in one 
day they saw 60 patients. It was surprisingly 
smooth for the first day and they left for the 
day feeling encouraged. As the Team this 
year is smaller than usual, they recruited 
many from the Church to help with the clinic 


ves. Sern 


and incorporated our Armenian physicians 
and pharmacist colleagues as partners in the 
clinic. They all played a pivotal role in the 
success and flow of the Clinic, helping with 
many high-traffic stations which optimized 
patient flow through the Clinic and crowd 
control. The camaraderie developed between 
the US Team and our Armenian brothers and 
sisters was delightful and very effective. 

The second day of clinic in Vanadzor 
was another success! The Team began the 
day with a devotional from John 14:27. They 
were reminded of the Peace of Christ and to 
share it with the patients. 

Following devotions and breakfast, the 
Team spent a full day seeing patients. Over 
150 patients came through the clinic, includ- 
ing over 40 in the dental clinic, and there 
were 4 church services throughout the day. 

The third and final day of the clinic in 
Vanadzor was a great success. The team saw 
another 65 patients, which brought the total 
patient count in Vanadzor to 276! 

The Team tore down the clinic, loaded 
the bus, and made their way to Stepanavan 
to set up the clinic at the newly constructed 
AMAA Center. 

The fourth day of clinic was the first 
in Stepanavan. In total, 133 patients were 
seen throughout the day. Dr. 
Phillips again encouraged the 
team members and the Church 
by teaching from James chapter 
2. He reminded us that faith 
without works is dead, and that 
the work the Team does is a 
result of our love for Christ and 
for the church in Armenia. 

AMAA Armenia Medical 
Mission’s fifth and final day of 
clinic was another great suc- 
cess! Total patient count for the 
week topped 550. The Team is 
so thankful for all the help from 
the Vanadzor and Stepanavan 


Clinic in Vanadzor. 


churches. None of this work would have 
been possible without them! 

The Medical Mission Team has commit- 
ted to return to Armenia for their fourteenth 
year in June 2022. If you have a desire to 
serve our brothers and sisters in Armenia or are 
interested in knowing more about the Armenia 
Medical Mission, please visit our website. The 
link can be found at AMAA’s website www. 
amaa.org under “Projects.” Medical and non- 
medical, Armenian or non-Armenian speaking 
volunteers are welcome. We are humbled to 
see how God has grown the Medical Mission 
over the years. We can assure you that your 
generous donations to the AMAA earmarked 
for the Medical Mission go directly to the 
Armenian people and are only used for 
medications and supplies. Jesus during His 
ministry often met the physical needs prior 
to addressing the spiritual needs of those He 
met. We are committed to emulating His 


love in Armenia. 


*Jay Graham, 
husband of Michelle 
Phillips Graham, is 
one of the members 
of the 13" Annual 
Medical Mission Trip 
to Armenia. 


42 | AMAA NEWS, Oct-Nov-Dec 2021 


AMAA Announces Two Major Gifts 
at AMAA Banquet in Fresno, CA 


he Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of America (AMAA), 
headquartered in Paramus, New 
Jersey, announced two major 
gifts at its Annual Meeting Banquet in 
Fresno, California on Saturday, October 
23, 2021. The Banquet was held in the 
Fellowship Hall of the First Armenian 
Presbyterian Church in conjunction with 
the Association’s 102nd Annual Meeting, 
which was dedicated this year to The Art- 
sakh Republic. 
Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director/ 
CEO of the AMAA, announced that the 


Dr. Bedros Manguikian. 


AMAA 


Dr. BEDROS MANGUIKIAN 


The future home of Dr. Bedros Manguikian Kindergarten in Stepanakert, Artsakh. 


Manguikian family 
have graciously fun- 
ded $300,000 to cover 
the cost of the AMAA’s 
new Kindergarten in 
Stepanakert, Artsakh. 
The renovated Kinder 

garten will be named 
after Dr. Bedros Man- 

guikian and is expected 
to open its doors in the 
Fall of 2022. 

Mr. Khanjian also 
announced that Sar- 
kis and MHaygouhi 
Maranjian have gra- 
ciously pledged a gift 
of $125,000 to the 
AMAA Shogh Center in Vanadzor, Ar- 
menia. The Center, an educational after 
school program for socially underserved 
families, will be called the Sarkis and Hay- 
gouhi Maranjian Shogh Center. 

"The AMAA sincerely thanks these 
two families who are true examples of 
the legacy of Love, Faith and Service 
of the Armenian community, " said Mr. 
Khanjian. "The new and expanded Kin- 


Sarkis and Haygouhi Maranjian. 


dergarten will serve 200 children and 
their families in Stepanakert, Artsakh 
and will offer them an excellent start to 
their education. And, the new Sarkis and 
Haygouhi Maranjian Shogh Center will 
help spread the Christian spirit to children 
in Vanadzor, Armenia, creating a positive 
cultural and educational environment 
which will have a critical impact on their 
community.” 


Sarkis and Haygouhi Maranjian Shogh Center in Vanadzor, Armenia. 
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$50,000 Raised at AMAA NY/NJ Orphan 


and Child Care Fundraiser for the 
Children of Armenia and Artsakh 


n June 16, 2021, the AMAA 
NY/NJ Orphan and Child Care 
Committee held a virtual fun- 
draiser for the children of 
Armenia and Artsakh. Under the capable 
and experienced leadership of Co-Chairs 
Seta Loshkajian Nalbandian and Vicki 
Shoghag Hovanessian, the AMAA NY/NJ 
Orphan & Child Care Committee registered 
an overwhelming success by raising over 
$50,000, after a long lapse in the NY/NJ 
Committee being active, with its Caring 
Hearts, Changing Lives Fundraiser. 

The dedicated Committee consisting of 
Lucienne Aynilian, Celeste Telfeyan Helva- 
cian, Christine Kutlu, Magda Poulos, Jen- 
nifer Telfeyan-LaRoe, and Kathy Voskian, 
created and welcomed the Caring Hearts, 
Changing Lives Fundraiser through a 
novel way of virtual presentation. Due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and for the 
safety and the well-being of our guests, the 
Committee decided to hold this fundraiser 
event virtually. The program featured two 
dynamic Young Professional Emcees, Raffi 
Aynilian and Jennifer Voskian Gambino. 
Both Raffi and Jennifer grew up in the Arme- 
nian community in New Jersey, attending the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church in Paramus. 

Utilizing video technology, the program 
was presented through a computer link. Fol- 
lowing a welcome by the Emcees and the 
Committee Co-Chairwomen, Dr. Nazareth 
Darakjian, AMAA President and Zaven 
Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO, 
presented supportive messages related to the 
importance of this project for the children 
of Armenia and Artsakh during these tumul- 
tuous times. Raffi and Jennifer presented 


NY/NJ Orphan and Child Care Committee members. 


various video clips and posed interactive 
and engaging questions to the supporters 
about Armenia and the Orphan and Child 
Care program. The video presentation 
highlighted clips of children whose lives 
have been improved through the AMAA out- 
reach programs. Children gave testimonials 
as to how this fundraiser will assist them 
after their family had been torn apart due to 
war. Another individual spoke of how the 
Orphan & Child Care program began aid- 
ing her at age 12, and she has now become 
a professional chess player and member of 
the Armenian National Chess Team. 

The Committee is forever grateful to 
the Grand Benefactors, Albert and Terry 
Bezjian of Los Angeles, who generously 
donated $10,000 on the condition that the 
Committee raise an equal amount through 
this fundraiser. Through the compassionate 
donations of the supporters of the event, 
the Committee surpassed its expectations 
and received over $50,000. Mr. Khanjian 
stated that "The spirit of Christian love and 
compassion demonstrated by the NY/NJ 
Orphan and Child Care Committee chairs, 
members, volunteers and donors sets the 
stage to rear a learned and illuminated 
generation who would only bring honor 
and goodness to our people. May God bless 
them all. "The AMAA is truly grateful and 
thanks all of our donors who supported this 
vital cause. For a complete listing of the 
donors on the AMAA website, go to: https:// 
amaa.org/caring-hearts-changing-lives/ 
AMAA’s Orphan & Child Care programs 
are needed now more than ever. Through 
this successful Caring Hearts, Changing 
Lives fundraising event, the AMAA will 
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THANK YOU from children of Armenia. 


continue to provide sponsorship of 1,900 
needy children; visitations by social workers 
twice a year; food and clothing distribution; 
access to kindergartens, tutoring and com- 
munity center; Medical and dental services; 
Christmas and Easter programs for 12,000 
children in 27 AMAA Centers and 39 border 
villages; weekly summer camp sessions at 
Camp Sheen-Shoghig; Christian education 
programs; and daily Vacation Bible Schools. 
If you would like to watch this 
amazing Caring Hearts, Changing Lives 
event, please visit the link: https:// 
amaa.org/caring-hearts-changing-lives/ 
Additional donations are welcome. 


Emcees Raffi Aynilian and Jennifer Voskian Gambino. 
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AMAA's Boston Orphan and Child Care Fundraiser 
Features Next Generation Giving 


By Dianne Chilingerian* 


hen planning began for the 
AMAA Boston Orphan and 
Child Care Committee’s 
2021 gala, no one could have 
predicted what a delightful and well-attended 
evening November 10 would be. Committee 
Chairs Susan Adamian Covo and Phyllis Do- 
hanian were hopeful as they worked tirelessly 
with Committee members to plan an event to 
help children. On that crisp fall evening, the 
Wellesley Country Club provided a glowing 
backdrop, as did the warm renderings of soul- 
ful, classic Armenian melodies by educator, 
composer and guitarist John Baboian. The 
evening was lit with the energy and enthu- 
siasm of stunning emcee host Miss Grand 
Armenia 2021, Kristina Ayanian, who was 
an exemplary advocate for bringing love and 
faith to children and the future of Armenia. 
Young attendees were also represented beau- 
tifully by Norayr Orchanian, who offered an 
inspiring invocation before dinner as well 
as a moment of silence in remembrance of 


martyrs who gave their lives in the recent 
Artsakh War. 

Long-time AMAA Board Member 
Jeanmarie Papelian then enlightened guests 
about the work of the Avedisian School, an 
"amazing place," where students—many of 
whom come from families who are "desper- 
ately poor"— learn multiple languages, sci- 
ence, art, dance, and all go on to university. 
Her lovely daughter, Grace Bottomley, nar- 
rated a video presentation introducing the 
group to four such families. One of these 
families lived in a 130 square foot home, 
and tended sheep in lieu of rent. Guests 
may never forget the child who said with 
such depth of heart," I love my school." 

A moment of excitement then fol- 
lowed when a very generous donation was 
announced in honor of Michele Simourian 
and her 30 years of service to the AMAA. 
Guests’ energy and enthusiasm for multiple 
opportunities to contribute throughout the 
night — the wine pull, silent auction, live 
auction, child sponsorships, 
etc.— was evident, and many 
departed with one-of-a-kind 
designer items, events tickets, 
travel and sports packages; but 
more, they left with a feeling 
of gratification that comes only 
from the goodness of giving. As 
one guest so aptly said, "...I did 
not want to miss an opportunity 
to help," adding that we must 
never forget to appreciate all 
that we have. 


In his message addressed to the at- 
tendees of the event, AMAA Executive 
Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian said: "Christ 
propelled Hope and a strong will to survive 
in us. Anchored on our Faith, the Grace of 
God and Good Samaritans like you, this 
nation is destined to resurrect, recover 
and rejuvenate. Thank you for anchoring 
AMAA’s endurance and thank God for His 
infinite love." 


Wellesley 
Country Club 


Norayr Orchanian offers invocation. 
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Betty Nazarian Named Interim Principal of 
C & E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School 


he Board of Directors of the 

C & E Merdinian Armenian 

Evangelical School, located in 

Sherman Oaks, CA, announced 
that Betty Nazarian has been named Interim 
Principal of the School for the 2021-2022 
academic year. 

Mrs. Nazarian, who has held the role 
of Director of Academic Technology and 
Learning Innovation at Merdinian School 
since January 2021, began her tenure at the 
School as Technology/Curriculum Coordina- 
tor in 2019. 

As one of her immediate goals as In- 
terim Principal, Mrs. Nazarian deployed new 
academic initiatives for the new school year, 
including an updated English Language Arts 
curriculum. During the last several months, 
Mrs. Nazarian has also been instrumental in 
the research and development of Merdinian’s 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art & Math) program, an educational ap- 
proach that integrates science, technology, 
engineering, the arts and mathematics to 
foster students’ spirit of inquiry and critical 
thinking skills. The program launched in 
September 2021. 

As part of this innovative initiative, 
Merdinian has entered a yearlong partner- 
ship with the National Institute for STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 


AMAA Executive Director/CEO 
Visits Prelate in New York 


n Friday, October 15, 2021, Zaven Khan- 
jian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO, had a 
cordial visit with Archbishop Anoushavan 
Tanielian, Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church in New 
York. During the visit the two discussed the continu- 
ing crisis facing the Near East Armenian community, 
especially in Lebanon, and issues relating to the Ar- 
menian people in our Homeland Armenia, Artsakh, and 
the Diaspora. The Prelate and the Executive Director 
reiterated their unwavering commitment to be in the 


service of our people. 


Mathematics) Education and begun the 
process to become a nationally recognized 
STEM campus with the endorsement of the 
National Certificate for STEM Excellence. 
The resources provided by the partnership 
will enable Merdinian to work with the 
Institute to coordinate, clarify and refine 
the school’s STEM education policies and 
practices; empower teachers with profes- 
sional development opportunities that will 
prepare students to be successful in STEM 
education and careers; and increase STEM 
opportunities for all students. 

"It is vital that we focus on incorporat- 
ing teacher training and development during 
the duration of the school year to ensure 
that our teachers are prepared to tackle the 
instrumental changes implemented this year 
and beyond," said Mrs. Nazarian. 

Beyond her commitment to the advance- 
ment of Merdinian’s academic offerings, 
Mrs. Nazarian has been an online instructor 
at Park University and served as a lead course 
developer at the University of Phoenix and 
Colorado Community Colleges. She has also 
taught courses at Holy Martyrs Ferrahian 
High School. She received a Bachelor of 
Arts in Liberal Studies and a Master of Arts 
in English from California State University, 
Northridge, a preliminary teaching credential 
from National University, and a Master of 


Betty Nazarian, Interim Principal of Merdinian School. 


Management from the University of Phoenix. 

Established in 1982 by the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America, Arme- 
nian Evangelical Union of America and the 
United Armenian Congregational Church 
of Los Angeles, CA, the C & E Merdinian 
Armenian Evangelical School is the only 
Armenian Evangelical School in the United 
States. The School offers a broad-based cur- 
riculum that fosters academic excellence, 
high moral values, and spiritual enrichment 
in the Armenian Evangelical tradition. The 
School strives to create a safe and nurturing 
environment where every student receives 
personal attention to become a successful 
and responsible individual. 
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Haigazian University Board of Trustees Meets in LA 
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he Board of Trustees of Haigazian University held its Fall season meeting on November 5, 2021, with the 
majority of the members attending in person at the UACC in Los Angeles, California and three members joining 
online. Having received the reports of the President and the various departments with appreciation, the Board 
discussed the road ahead and expressed its hope to hold the Spring 2022 meeting on campus in Beirut. The 
BOT sent a message of encouragement, love and hope to the HU community in Beirut, appreciating the resilience of the 
students, faculty and staff in these challenging times. 


UAECNE Holds Its Annual Meeting 


= = 
UAECNE Central Committee Chair Rev. Paul Haidostian, Ph.D., UAECNE President UAECNE President Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian exhorts the newly licensed 

Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian and UAECNE Central Committee Recording Secretary preachers, Badveli Asadour Mncherian (far right) and Badveli Shant Agishian (with 
Rev. Hrayr Cholakian. his wife Mariana beside him). 


he Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East (UAECNE) held its Annual Meeting in two parts 

under the theme “The Continuously Learning Church,” based on II Timothy 2:2 “And the things you have heard 

me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others.” 

On May 8th the meeting was conducted fully online and on November 14-15, 2021 in person in the Nor Marash 
Armenian Evangelical Church in Beirut, with active online participation from Greece, Iraq, Syria, Australia and the USA. 
The meetings included worship services, reports of churches, ministries, schools, social and relief programs, times of 
sharing and elections. Most significantly, recent M.Div. graduates of the Near East School of Theology (NEST), Badveli Shant 
Agishian and Badveli Asadour Mncherian, were licensed to become preachers of the Union and pastor the churches of the 
Kessab area and the Emmanuel Church of Aleppo respectively. 
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AMAA Sundays 


AMAA Sundays Celebrated in the United States 


MAA Sundays were celebrated in several cities 

throughout the United States during June, July and 

September. 

AMAA Board member Ken Kevorkian visited the 
United Armenian Congregational Church in Los Angeles, 
CA on Sunday June 6 to celebrate AMAA Sunday. He shared 
a power point presentation from "A Year of Tribulations" 
with the congregation. " | had the privilege of addressing the 
UACC congregation and sharing one of my earliest childhood 
recollections with them," said Ken. "It was the annual visit my 
parents would have from Badveli Rejebian of the AMAA at our 
house. My dad came home from work and told me to clean up 
because we were having a very special guest. The AMAA has 
been a part of my life ever since. Since then, | have been to 


Ken Kevorkian at UACC. 


Armenia and Artsakh and | have personally seen the good works and accomplishments of the AMAA. | closed my presentation 
with what was and still is a very emotional issue for me — the Shogh Centers. | have witnessed the work that they do for 
the children and their families at the Centers. It is truly the hand of God at work. | closed by thanking the congregation for 


their continued support and asked for future donations." 


Also on June 6, AMAA President Dr. Nazareth Darakjian preached in Armenian at the Holy Trinity Armenian Church in 
North Hollywood, CA. His sermon was based on Luke 6:12-16. He also shared a power point presentation from "A Year of 


Tribulations" with the congregation. 


= 


AMAA Sunday celebrated at the Armenian Martyrs' Congregational Church of Havertown, PA via Zoom. 


The Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church 
in Havertown, PA celebrated AMAA Sunday on July 
11. Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO, 
was the guest speaker at the virtual worship service. 
Mr. Khanjian shared experiences from his recent 
mission trip to Armenia, Artsakh, Lebanon and Syria, 
which he called "Hope isa Lifeline." He noted that on 
this mission trip he intended to carry hope to those 
he met, yet he brought back inspiration. He defined 
hopelessness as it applies to a cause, an individual 
or an effort. "When you are hopeless, you do not 
feel that you have independence, you depend on 
unreliable circumstances, and this leads to despair. 


And the remedy for despair is hope," said Mr. Khanjian. The AMAA is providing hope to the people from the countries he 


visited, especially Syria and Lebanon. He shared the ways that 
individuals can join with the AMAA to lend a helping hand and 
to provide hope. Mr. Khanjian showed the video "A Year of 
Tribulation" which reviewed the many difficulties Armenians 
around the world have endured this year, and none more keenly 
than those in Artsakh, Lebanon and Syria. He also told of one 
ongoing AMAA program, A Lifeline to Success for Syria and 
Lebanon, which offers families the opportunity to relocate into 
Armenia to safe and subsidized apartments. 


At Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church of Downey, CA. - L to R: Deacons Chair 
Dr. Hrag Marganian, Church Secretary Debbie Fermanian, AMAA President Dr. Nazareth 
Darakjian, Moderator Rosemary Saatjian and Senior Pastor Rev. George Terian. 
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After the worship service, there was an opportunity for questions. The main concern of those in attendance was learning 
about the most current situation in Armenia and Artsakh, and in Syria and Lebanon. He included ways that the Diaspora 
can join with the AMAA to be like an aqueduct to bring renewing hope to others. He closed his remarks by saying, "May 
you be filled with the waters of hope, so that you may share your hope with others." 

On Sunday, September 12, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian visited Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church of Downey, CA. 
He delivered the English sermon and showed the video "A Year of Tribulations" to those in attendance. 
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AMAA Sundays Celebrated in Canada 


uring the months of September and October, Harout 
Nercessian, AMAA Representative in Armenia, vis- 
ited several churches in Canada to celebrate AMAA 
Sundays. 

On Sunday, September 19, he preached at the First Armenian 
Evangelical Church in Montreal. The theme was Sacrifice and 
centered on Romans 12:1-2. "We live in a selfish/self-centered 
culture, yet God calls on us to adopt a mindset that thinks in 
terms of giving time, effort, service and money to others. Today 
we enjoy many blessings because others, especially our parents, 
sacrificed." He presented a video which showed the AMAA 
and AMAC’s work in the villages of Armenia in response to the 
Artsakh war and in Lebanon focusing on Anjar and the AMAA 
school there. He challenged the congregation to pray for the 
work of the AMAA/AMAC, to volunteer with the AMAC in Canada, to volunteer in Armenia, sponsor a child and donate to 
the AMAA/AMAC. 

On Sunday, September 26, Mr. Nercessian preached at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal. He preached 
on Man’s insatiable appetite for personal value UndGewinn qquynt Uwnn wnwnpwoh shugtgnn suwnutp. Following the 
sermon, he made a presentation on AMAA/AMAC’s work in Armenia and Lebanon and appealed to the congregation for 
donations. 

Mr. Nercessian preached to the congregation of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto on Sunday, October 3. 
Following his sermon, he showed a slide presentation on the work of the AMAA/AMAC and explained various programs 
and activities. He focused on the village programs, the Basmajian KG in Askeran, and on Lebanon and the AMAA’s child 
sponsorship program. B& 


Harout Nercessian at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto. 


Harout Nercessian at the First Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal. Harout Nercessian at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal. 
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Ordination Service in 
Lyon 


unday, October 17 was a celebra- 
tory day in Lyon, and became the 
capital city of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches of France. 

All seven Pastors of the Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches of France 
came to surround their youngest child, Paul 
Siwajian, as well as the faithful from the 
parishes of Lyon and Décines. 

Each with his own words and his own 
style manifested to Pastor Paul and his wife 
Maria, their affection, their exhortations, 
their encouragement and their fraternal 
solidarity. A spirit of joy and great spiritual 
fervor presided over this recognition of 
ministry. At a time when vocations in France 
for religious ministry are rare, this pastoral 
consecration has brought a new breath of 
youth, freshness and hope. 

During his testimony, the candidate 
recalled his spiritual journey. He was born 
and raised in Alfortville. It was in the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Parish of the 8 Manouchian 
Group of Alfortville, that his faith was nour- 
ished, and he received his call to serve God 
and his neighbor. 

We wish him a blessed and fruitful 
ministry. 

May God raise up a new generation of 
Shepherds following the example of Pastor 
Paul Siwajian. | 
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Consécration Pastorale 
a Lyon 


nce dimanche 17 Octobre, Lyon est 
devenue l’espace d’une célébra- 
tion, la capitale des Eglises évan- 
géliques arméniennes de France. 

Tous les 7 Pasteurs de I’Union sont ve- 
nus entourer leur benjamin : Paul Siwajian, 
ainsi que les fidéles des paroisses de Lyon 
et de Décines. 

Chacun avec ses mots et son style a 
manifesté au Pasteur Paul et son épouse 
Maria, leur affection, leurs exhortations, 
leurs encouragements et leur solidarité fra- 
ternelle.Un esprit de joie et de grande fer- 
veur spirituelle présidait a cette reconnais- 
sance de ministére.Dans une époque ou 
les vocations en France pour le ministére 
religieux se font rares, cette consécration 
pastorale a apporté un souffle nouveau de 
jeunesse, de fraicheur et d’espoir. 

Lors de son témoignage, le candidat a 
rappelé son parcours spirituel. Il est né et 
a grandi a Alfortville. C’est dans la paroisse 
évangélique arménienne du 8 Groupe 
Manouchian d’Alfortville, que sa foi a été 
nourrie et qu’il a recu son appel pour servir 
Dieu et son prochain. 

Nous lui souhaitons un ministére béni 
et fructueux. 

Que Dieu suscite une nouvelle gé- 
nération de Bergers a |’image du Pasteur 
Paul Siwajian! Ke 
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QGnuwnnneehcu Lhnuh 
UE 


nuyuwntuptn 17, 2021-h ykunuhgonEhu, 
wnouwfuupniuh Up wnhrend, Lhnu 
nuund wt Uwynwewnwen Spwuuwyh 
Ruy Ubun. GyEnGghutnn_u: 

Upnwpte Uhnietwu top hndyhcutnn 
Guywo Ehu 2nguiuwiuntine fntbug Ynuutn 
uw2nouuW 4hgn® Nuun. Po, Uwetwunp, hus- 
wEu Uwte Lanuh GL Stuhuh GYtEnGghutnneu 
wunwuutnn: 

bepweuwlshtp hndhe, ALpwywunncy fuou- 
pnd Ge nnd, Nwunnebih Poyhu GL hn Un- 
nuyhg Uwnhuyhu hunnnpntg fn utnop, 
Jonnnnp, PwowyGnnryyeheuu ne Gnpwynw wu 
wogwgntyehcun: 

Atpwhuntetuu Ge hnqtetnn gtpdtnwt- 
nnyeGuu ufeuntpapw up Yn whnEn uyu 
aGnuunnnyetwu wupnnge purewgehu: 

LEnywy dwuwuwyw2nguunl, Gap Spwl- 
uwyh UEg Ynoluw wu YnsncduGnp hwqntwe- 
ahi Yo nuwnuuwu, un hndntwywu atn- 
Uuwnpnntehtup Ephwnwuwnnntetuwu, jsewn- 
UntyeGwu EL ynjyuh Unn ancus Up pEpwe: 

bn U4uwyntebwu wuntl pbyuwoncu 
UGnjyh2Gg fn hnqttnn puyewgen: Ouwsd ne 
uUtogwd En Uppnndh, npntu Uwuni2bwu 
tuntuph unnnngh pehe 8 hwugEhu quiuntnn 
Aw Uttun. GyEntghhu UEg E nn fp hwewiunpn 
wOéGgut Ge hup Ynsnild uunwgwt Swnuwybine 
Uuunnony ne hp puytnhu: 

Onhubw, GE wiunqupGp ww2auno0uwlw- 
nnvehcu Up Yp UwinyeGue pneu: 

fenn SEnp YGpwuywunnbih Po; 
UdwéGwuh onhuwyhu heuntenn, hndheuknne 
Un’p utpntln Up jwnwy pint: 
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Pugg Qunniwd knpkp sh inviup yupfppurnptkpnrk: Sunumykuyhkpnih jnjup Gnpkp sh ynpuntzpp: 


QutkG wwGébwGa* 


tsuybu ponniiniwd © «dnwtq» (Jeopardy) htnu- 
mtubjuypt ttipyuywgiwt ukby, Gu yp tpomnti 
huipg Up, np pwuLwqnytu Yp huipoyop ytnpp tantws 
wumuufuwtht htm: Wontp yntwt puqivuyeh. 
py: 

dtipnjhatwy «yuuuufuwtip» woiptinhwm yp wymumtp 
umphu utg, tpp yp znowquyth Uuyhu tt Sn_ohu wifuttpn.t 
uygt}wd tpyhpttpniu uty. Uniphwt, Lp»pwtwtp, npnip 
Yuquwd Gh AMAA-f huvw2fauphujyht wowptynptwt 
Supuyniptut nuzgMh wnprdh pudhtp, hosuyjku tut. 
<uywunmut t. Upgufu, npntp Yupdwthwtwt tt&pyuyhu 
wppiop pudpotht: 

«M{uumuufuutip» vauuycu qpumntignigwsd © pl umn 
untbuunw2unp, tnythuy hupgh dwuht wohwumpwy vinwobtyp: 

Swuvpnpynniptwutu wikt puyjwrhnfuht, hi nititgwsd 
bipwpwtship zipdwt htm ubymtn, tu mtuwd tu ujt 
huvwmupwd wqntgnihiip, nn AMAA-O nitih dupnng 
Ypuy, Yiwotp wn Ybutp: 

<uiuimuphvttpnr funpnity usyptpkt, uptyt. tniw- 
€nnttpn. Yktunipwfu huytugpp, Gowqnyttpn. ubitnnit 
huywgpttptt, uptst. jntumgnnttpnr vzniznmn wsptnp, 
tu wywtwmtu towd tu Yinntzbwy, wwmwuluwth 
vupvtugdut: 

Qtquk niwtp hihwntrigwt pu ywimn_y wowpbtyiniyptuup 
Yummupniwd wygtpntt AMAA-h pkyuyjniptut Eght uk: 
Uh.uttpp yntwt htiutrhy wintg AMAA News-h wigtwy) 
hudwpny: Wontp wthundnp nintinpniphitttp stht 
AMAA- } Gnpdwuinhp Stonktht hudup, wt np wtntwinn 
Gtipyny Yuygtl|E wnwptjniptwmt wqntgniptwt 
qompttpp: Ubtsntn wyu mwph whundnp cpt pninp wyu 
w2ifuuphugnwmywut mupwdpttnnit wks min qnud 
hwtquudwoipttnn: 

Ungujutwt wumtpwuqubt wy huyuywtut mwpwdp- 
ttpnt upmwmdédjpy Ynpniump: <wywumwmth wqquyht 
uniqp wwutpuquht ves Ynpuniwd hwuqupwinp vunun 
nt wyuydwun Yowotptpnit hwdwn: UEy ghztpniwt v9 
Lhpwtwth upeht huorpt tpnhytnpuniip wnpurnniyetut 
Gi jntumhwuuniptwt: Swutudtuy yumtpwuqup atiny up 
Junpewhupwd Uniphyy ubs wumdwuuheyngitpn, ywméunny 
Suypuytin qiwébt wnidwd huviwytpp: 

Wt wumpwun w2fuwphp noyh thwyninh mwtinyn 
huwwudwpuh jupauynip: 

hts whtwhiunty mwph Ep wyu pninp Gpyppttpn.t 
uty, wintg 2wppht, ubthwmywt hupyh muy UUL-h 


Uuinunu 9. 18 


uko hwoinhuwsd €qhwdwitpnt puquwyp 2tpmtnn.t 
uum déunny: 

«U2fuuphh vy tinniyhitttp Ynitttwmtp: Ruyg puo 
tinkp, tu jumjowd tu w2fuwphpb»: Bnyhwubtku 16. 33 

Qnnuzwipuptwy jnrqunwimn nintiopnipttikt ytpu- 
nuuntiwy£ tip, hoavk fulyptght tpyni froupny wunnuti, jet 
pos wwpwsd Ep hiuu tr pots pbpwd tu himu: Paavdk tnyup 
duty suwhwtotg® wy wuwimuwuufumtttpp witpnipbtyn 
Gp ni yung, puyg tpwnwhty puntnni uly: 

Gu 8N8U Eh mwnwd bi hodsh htm NP6GLIULAL 
pipwod tu: 

38N8U otpztstjp upzm tows F AMAA-h hhvtultut 
wnupbtyniphitip: 3N3UL AMAA-fh wmupwodws, pu2tiwd 
ti gutwod wittuywhitugqht upongn tnwd E: 3N3UNd £ 
huwtuniwd w2hiwiphh suyptpp hwugniwd UWitmwpwth 
Fuph jaipp: 8N3BUL ynbnwuhong F yntuwhwmniytwt tr 
pohyéupunh nk, wsph uytnwih vzniznm mtunnniptut 
huuvwnp, Yipwotnitinh, tahnwmuumpnugiwt tr finuw- 
Ybotnwtwgiwt hpwzugnpd putuyp: 

SNSUC thnyonwuy FE, ypyonul’ nkwh ywynnniyeh.t, 
Gpowtyniyehit, whyufuniypio, Yiutp tr yp~pyniyehit: 

AMAA-h ww2motwywt mhinnuuyetipjeh ypwy qnniwd 
E UbtO jwhdatupwupwyutp, nip Ypuntf «ow w2fuuph tr 
pupngt ULimupwip pninp wpwupwdttpnit»: ULkmwpwtp 
Pupp jnip E: Puph jnip, nn «Quumniwsd tpptp sp inntwup 
Yuphpunpttpnit, mwumnwuytwyttpnit jnjup tpptp sh 
Ynpunthp»: AMAA-O Yp Ynk Snjup, nip wy np wh tpyeuy, 
pu 8N8UL Yp nok ywonnnyetwt hhvpp, yp mwih nkujp 
Gpowtyniyepit, woyupuniehit, pp uty YwuthnipE Gtwtpn 
tr Yp fuupufuk 8nyup Opynyetwt uty: 

-hosyb’u yp puniewqnptp AMAA-h wnwphyjn1yehitin 
wupnng w2fuuphh ubg: 

-U91-68PG 

UgqntghYp wyt wyumuuhiwtt £, npnvt tu wmywtwuutu 
tnwd tu, huwd tr. qqugwd GU quyt pu jumn Ly 
wnuptyniptuudp Yumupwd wipnns wygtniepLtttpniu 
puyewgpht: 

Utp huwwpw tut yupapp vip uyt qhinwlgniytut wk 
E,nn AMAA-fh wnwpk- 
JnyehLttp WO638P4G 


E: * Quiceu ruwuébwu 


GEnphwulwy bw, np Annownhn SuonEuu 
wy wowptinptwt E Udtphyuyh uy 
vuu Yn ywqitp: UcGunwin wl sw 4yuu 

: CuyGnwugntetwu: 
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Utp. VoawG Qugqwytwh* 


UGnehu Larptp Lhpwuwutu 


omuinpunytu hhtg muph wows tu t. Uuphut 
tnp wnuphinrptwip vp ntwh Lppwtut 
ninnnitgutp swnuyjtin Utpduinp Uptityph 
<uy ULbmumpwtuywt Gytntghttpn: Ubniytwt 
(UU<UGU) G <ujyuqkhwt <uiwjuupwth 
uo, UWitphyuyh <wy ULbmupwtswywt Coytpwygniptwt 
(W<UL) t. Common Global Ministries Board-h (CGMB) 
tpyynniwth qnpdwignietuup: Unt Gpyni dwipvhtttpp top 
tQufuwdétntiniptuup wtp dSwnuyniphitp l’tpw2fiunnptt, 
thumb wntbyny yk upuyh ohiywtwt wowygniyprtp sf np 
Woqtk, wy Quit. huy hudwyfpohtpn1. vwupynnid huypuyyetyny: 
Utp ownuynyetwit uyhqpp tpp Lppuitwit thnfuumnpnitiguitp, 
UU<UGUp munpptp ppwypaéuuyp uty Ep: Posuybu wuiEtint sutoje 
[,<nlmntiiptp 201960 ugubuy Gpyppp mtutumyut wpugptywug 
Ywyplgph ypuy b, th UW<WGUh pninp Yuinnyghtpp yp wyuypupho 
hbpttg hngtinnp, nuumnhupwlsmtwt, twpnwuppwmtut tr 
U2uynewjht Yawotpp yaotunttiwy wywhty: 


3U3 UFGS. FNFNSLEF 

Utut Lpapwtwth <wy Urtu. nwypngttpp ppbtg nnttpp 
pught top muptzngwtht huvup: Posytu whghwy, munh, 
huwuawpwypytphywypnivtttpp Gyummhp wntbny, w2uybpmbttpp 
whdwip Wut wogwtg ppbtg nwutpnit Yp htbmtiehpt: 
<uyjyumywt nuypngttpnr wu wnowphynyehttip whhpwudt2m 
huy waqght qnwmbtitwt, twtwiwtin otthpywy dptnnpmpt 
UE: nip Sinynpttp jwawfu omump yupndwpwhttp t’pomptt 
bpttg quimqitpnit «wu typ pup» wuywquwuy muynt huwun: 

Wtéwph huywiwoiht uk, <wy ULtm. Goaypnpnuywt 
Yupdwpwtp hp yppwlwot te wqquyht dspwghpp wpnhuyut 
tr htwpwihm ubgngttpny Yp hbmuytnt. uju gwtiptpp 
Utnegtpu Yung Up Upgmqquyht tupuhtttpnr nigwuyjpniyhitt 


Ulewnh dwndwnwup Gt Gh2tnorehyp uEn Ge ynju Yp nuE Unn ubnpneunhu Ug: 


wy, gpuntg: Wwytpmttpn wiwtywywt abnwgqnpdttpnr 
w2fuunutpp, te Yu ppthg Yunnigmsd stpunght wks phupulwt 
wywpwpiutgnighsttptl qipd pwtowptnkt utogtt, unpyhjp, 
Ponpp Yp Yumupnrht mtupypny: LphunntEwuyut funp upnny, 
wupnne whdtwuluquin hnwzph hunatwgon w2fuumwutp yp mwth 
Umutiqniwo Grywunn y Yuppp n_btgnn thnpptpnit htiw, npntp 
bpttg fubuupht mw Yn Ykpwodnrht hoptuyumuh, hnqumup 
Gi night huynpypttpnr: 


3U3S4UUIGUL RUUULUUrUL 

<ujyYuqkwt <wiwjuupwth fp w2wybpmniyhip 
puquuqui huduytpttpe Yp punywtuy, pywy whup jt huy, 
npntip Ynt quit quiwqui nwuwlupqttpl tb. Ypotpttne: 
<ujyugqkiwt <miujumpwtp tut. tpyjuounretwt w2funjd 
nipwywmup £, Ge whigkw, wiwnniwy thy-ynpotwmywut 
ubvhtwupttpn. zwppp wywgnyg b: Uwyuyh tut. fp huy tr 
pphunnthuwt nhtwuighdop wwhty lPuzgfounp* w2amybpmutut 
GL niunivtwywt nnpwmttpnr vty: NLuwtnnttpp pninp 
fuwitpkt ppbtg dwutwygniehitp yp pipth pwptuppwywo 
Opughpttpnz, Gr vkourylu oguwmlwp Gow 2020p wnhmwyp 
wuypn.uct yowuninnttpn.t: 

<wyywqbwip Yp 2wpnowyl vzwyby br qupqwghtt) hp 
<ujyughnuywt pudwttiniipp, uphropwhuyniytwmt tr 
uptiimmbuykpttp Yuptinnniyprt Yn. mw) huywghmwuywt 
qpunupwth, qghuwdnynyttpn. G bhhwmupwyniyehibttpn 
Upengny. fnyf wnt <wywumumbth whwntiwulwt Gunnjgttpne 
him hp Yuuytpp Yp qopwgtt: 

Uuphuit <uyyuqhwoh Yuupswtuit w2f;iumutp Yn Yuunwpk 
Qupquguwb (Development) Gt. Gnowhwiwupmhg qnuubobwyEt 
ttpu: W2fumphwugpht huqupwinn gngwhwiwpmttnnr br 
puptyuwtttpnr Gbiympntwulwut znowptpwmlwtttpn. uhyngny 
Yp hunnpnk <wiwywpwth Yowtpht topnyeh_tttpni vwuht: 
Wot tubtr <uduyuwpwoh poytpuypt gutgh hupyewloftpni ut 
bp pwdhtp yp ptpk, jniptp te tnpnyehrtttp hunnpybtyny: 


3U38 UFGS. RUUSUSNFPePFLLGEP 

Wu wiun, Uumnidny wwhywinitwt yumumhtyny 
LOUGH vty Ubniptwt quiwqut huvtwqnitwpttp mtn 
niitgwt — tphmwuuwpnwg, ywmwtitug t dwoinyttpni, 
hoswku twtr. mpyowtg: Uwppwt pp dwutwgniyehitip yp 
ptpk 29UGh fuburtwyuyniyetut wks: Wantp uyu wtumnyq 
dutwtwyotitpni wks yp nhiwqnpwitt zmm up hupgtp br 
ndniwpniehitttp: Gnytiptph hnnbhttpp 2QUGh zbtpttpn.t 
wqntght, puyg hnzksttpn. w2fummutipny tr. Wumnidny 
nnnpuniphiiny Ynwyttpp Ypgwt vunk) b Yowuttpn 
tniuquqntih wwhty: 

Coytpuyht swnuynipprtp nn UU<UGUp Yn Yumune, 
vuuuup fp Lphunnttuyut Coytpuyht Gkiynpnth uhengu, 
uwuwup wy, qnpdowigwupwp <wyg. Unwuptwywut Gytntighht 
ht E, paiswytu QU<L-<uy Gtptpn Snip ti Wqniipth Wqquypt 
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eal q as ae S 
UpntebGw pninn ywnnglénn Yn zwnpncuwybu Anbug wnwpbnyehlup unn 


unwintangwupu: 


Pnidwpwtp: Vwphwt UU<UG6Up tipyuywgtny winwittpbt 
ubyh — Uqquyht Rnidwpwth jubwitwyw, wwpthbth uk, te 
tuiwt 2U<Lh yupsniypetwot, wy vupvhtip wbs swutp yp yeunht 
huy o&ptpn tt hng muh}: hp duvwtwuyp tute yp mputunpkr 
Gptgypoitpn. ywhdatwjunitpht, np Yp wwmpuumek vbwugkw;, 
wu2muUnLopttp, muptywt huvwqnitup, tb wy abtipny 
ttgniy Yp Ywtqth wintg: Ltipnyhabuy pninp dupdptttpnr 
ounuynyepihoitpni uty U< We hwwumpiwpup zupn_hwywus 
E ttgniy Ybtuy muphttpn. ptywgpht, tb. dwturwtn wyu 
tmuqtiwuuyp ontpniti: 


YUP QIUYUL UGMUSULE 

Utpspt Gpynt muphttnn: ptpwgpht hi wwpmu- 
Quitnyehoittpu npn? swihny tpnihnfuniptwt boyewpynitgwt: 
Qupqugny ndniwpniyhiittpp top wywhwhysttp ttpyu- 
Jugnight: <wnnpnudfengttpnr tr phytpuyht gutgh w2fuum- 
Juumwtpttpp wrbjh qupqugwt, uphs Ufbniptwt 
qnpon.itniphitttpp nbwyh wngutg npnyetwo Ybnpwonrtigwut: 
Upbnietwt Yunniginn tnp Yuypkspt huviwp w2fummutpu 
Up 2wpntoiwybu, tr jnjuny tl np jwnweghtuy wihubtpni 
wunpuum whiunh pywy hwoipniyetwt qnnowodn1yebwt huuwtunp: 
‘tpuw tytntghttpn: tpudzmmywt w2fuummumtphtpnr 
wunptsniyetuup, yipwontigu mtuwihiyeh br duyfugpniyetwt 
unphipttp bytntghttpn1 huyeuyennh: Rivtptt pupnqbyn 
wnhpttpu np quiwqut Yuyptp tppwyny Y’ptth, wngwtg 
nupdawt: <uduyupwyh uyhqphwyut gngwmtht mtuwmbthiye 
wyumpuuntjnr Onp w2uwmumtph uyuwy VU<K<UGUh 
Uhwugkhwy, wyw2muuniipttnn, zwpph wywmpwumniptwi 
hudwp: Uhujt tpn tynjp nibttwy— tmp, «Untpu» 
tpgswfuniiph fulpwywpniphirtiu nunptgui, umyuyi 
Jnjyuny Yp uywutd np tnp mupniwt wks tm vhbwhuyjnr 
wphpp whim pywy: buy dpby w2fuwphp tppwyny wrbtjh 
wpugqputpwg huvdwgwutigh Yp yumwhh, Lhpwtwtp br 
Uduturwtin bp tppmuuupyniyprip Yn vow) jbmuitwug 
Upéawyp vkby, wityh jntuwhumtgttjny tnp ubpniinp, 
qhpttp wrth gnim vnbyny niph2 Gpyhpttp thnfuwnpnrtynz: 


LAF UNUILNLFLEP 

Uw quyt wyu pojnpkt Yip w2fuumutpu <wy Ut. 
wumnLUdwuputwuywut w2wytpmttpn. him gqtipwgqnyfip Yn 
ubuytl: Wuyr wityh wohpwdtzm tr hpuntwywtwt Guphp syuy: 
Tunnhr Ge nipwfunyehit E hwtnpuybynr uyu hnyniwmyut qnpdh 
hunhup qumpwumnniny Gpahmwuumpnttpn htm, swtowiwyn 
bpttg ti hpthg owhopwugthyn <ujg. ULtm. Gytntgin) 
wuumuniehrip tt hpifwhupgtpp: Ny thujyh UU<UGUh 


w2wytpmttpn him Y’wyfaumnbhd (npntg htm fwt. Upniytut 
uwE9 qnpony niph2 tnkg hnyhrttp wy, pwdht yp piptt), wy 
Quty <wywumwth <uyg. Uti. Gytntginy Upniyettith byw 
w2uytpmttpne him: Gu t. Uwphwt Yn qquiip jer tt SEpn 
Upuyf wunp hudwp vtq Lppwtwt wunwgtinpytg, yupdtp wuju 
wnwphyinyetwei ub wunbty: 


LPFULULP SUGDLUNCL 

Upts Gpyhpp te panhwtpuryku Uhght Uptrtypp, posujtu 
Qfuty <uywumwip Gr. Upgujup, mugqthwuuyuyhg duntwtwyttp 
Yuypht, pnynpu Wuunn1dny 2onphpht wibypny wbmp E yumuhhtp: 
Lhpwutwoh wimthuwt punmpwutwut nayuiwpniyehitip yn 
Juupn fue pp whgtuyh zwhuputyhp yupin hpny Yupunfunty, 
Yowu tpyppt be tppmwuwpnttpnr wywquyht: Lppwtwtwhuy 
Gphuwuwpnnyehitp, Lpaputwth poinp tphmwuuwpyottpnet weu, 
wd yehLEpny Yp hinwtwt tpypbt’ Guyn ot wypniuwm yuumybyn 
Gi wpyup vhyuuynh ves wuyptyn huntwp: Puy whintp npntp 
Wptmptt vtuy, Yu npntp Yupnynniyehioip sn_tpt niph2 mtn 
Gppuyjni, w)] wityh qnipqnipwtph tr ttbgniyh wimp nitpt: 

Tumuwuywo who wt Up wuypnn Gpyhp vp, np 4 Oqnumnu 
2020 je.h Qwrwhwoighumh wuypniip wuptgui, wybmp nth 
yubjni jnjup nidtyn uywimnqui: Fowunh uby ympmnn dnynnynipyn 
Up Wunn1dy) jnjyupt Swqnitht Ge hp mniwd huntptpniyptwtn 
wbmp nih, npwytu gh Yupttuy whghh) wwhniwt zgniph uju 
énnta: Niptwt whgwmhwujutyhp tr thipptuy wthumbttnpne tr 
Guiquwytpynyehrtttpn. tbpyuynyehitp tpyppt hvu ban, 
Up jnyu Gx pnyu whmp muy: 


3N3UP UNULGLNFPSPFL 

Nipwhunrzehit — Spun_up uEpp pudtby, qhwtuyjny jek bpp 
wtp hwgp gniptpnit ypuy Yn aqbhp, br Gpp yumpwum hnnht 
uko uLbmwpwoiht utpip Yp gnnithp, Wumnidny oqinietunip 
wyupwuy snuntup: SEpngn qonniytwti tr nnnpiniptwt 
Yunuhtjny, lYoqhtip np hwy wqqht dwnwiqnipitip Gnnn bt 
8Stnwmuywinyebot ybpwuypny tr hpbotg wunniwyut hnyntntt 
wpunpniwd dwnwiqnpynttpp huumum vtwt ppttg tnp 
Ybnpntttpnit vk’ <wyky pt NEypnye, Atbuwy pt Woéunp: 
Guntpni wnoypttnny tt pwygwytpwtpny E np <uy Gytntght, 
vutwuiwoin <wyg. ULbnupwtwywt Gytntght, Sphumnuh 
qjup Yp gnpwgtt bp znipghbotpn wh, be Y’pyy nuh thupnu vp 
w2fuuphwugphr utp Gytbntghttpn.t t. Upniyehitttpnit: 

Gpp Unipp <nghht btpztyniiny Gi&pyuy pywtp ni phrttpnr 
htwn fpttg tbnnyebwt umbtt, Wuumniws jnju yp ttpztsk, pt’ 
bpbtg wks, jek’ wy wtp ues: Nip wy qutiniptp, tpp Rphumnu | wtp 
qopniyehiip br ynyup, «jnjyup wuloyeny sa4qtin. yuut qh Wumn1dn) 
utpp utp ubpmtpnzt uy mupwdniwsd E <nqinji Uppny Gtinpny, 
np vigh mpniigwi»: (<nnu. G.5) 

Gonphwyujniyptwut wks wwpmp nioihtp, tp Wumnidny, 
bp wiptnhum thpyujynijytwt tr ttpztsdmt, bt. wyu 
Witphyuyh <wy ULtbwupwiswywt Coyb’pwygniptwt tr 
Common Global Ministries Board-ht, piptg wmoyptitpnit tr 
Yuptygnyptwt huwwp: & 


* dtp. Lawu Ge Uuiphw 
TwquwuyjGwuutpne Swnuwyjnt- 
rehcup Y'Gnw2fuwinntu 
AMAA-p Et Common Global 
Ministries Board-p: 


@& 1st Annivé 


wput 


sl py 


AMAA NEWS, Oct-Nov-Dec 2021 | 53 


S3wyng SGnwuuwunteGtwu Gnathnn.wéd tuwspwn 
Sni2wndwuh Pwgned Ge Gnthnn_w OwuwMhuuyh VE: 


hnwUh, 12 UGuywntuptn 2021-p jwunncy on upu En Ruy Yfypyhw 
UcGunwpwuu wu Gybneghhu Ge Owuwmnhuwyh quinntehu hun: 
Ununncuy ww2uuuncupeEu Guinp dnnndncpnp nennnebguw GuEntginy 
2nguihwY nip 2wyng SEnwuwwuntetwu UnLApnLwsd fuwWspUN jnL2WNdwupA 
Up puwgntup Ge Unthpnelp Ywunwpncbguwe: Mwsepunp Unthpniwo En GyEntgtn) 
UnchpGwy, wunwuduGneu Ge Anqwupwpdniebwu Uwfuyhu UnGuwwbu pwpGawnnthh® 
Shy. Wuwyhu SEnGwu Anynntp6Guuh YnquE h jhazwuwy hp wuintuunjl’ ntuncghs 
Ge muonEW Unw AnynnepGGuuh Ge h ywnquue 1915-h g&nuwuwwuntebuu 
Uwhwuw4uGnn_u: 

GyGEn&ghh Gntg Andhe 4tn. UGpnp UypinhsGuuh fuoupku, wnorepeu, «Awyn 
Utnp»h GpaqtgnnynreGUucu GL Ypypyhw Uwnyetneh GaqgtgnnniyeGuEu inp, dnnndntnnp 
huUwfuldpncogwet GutnGginy SEpnGwu unwhEu Ubnu nip wntnh nLuGguut 62: Pune GL 
wwinhe on Uuunnony Ge wwydwinnreheu huynGuehu ne Awy waqgqhu: 


_ 
om REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL: CATALOG LIBRARIAN 


BUFF AND READING 
, ENTHUSIAST THEN THIS IS 
THE PROJECT FOR YOU! 


the AMAA Library. Individual must have fluent reading and one ay 


writing skills, in Armenian, and preferably has experience 
A a with computerized classification databases. 


For more information please visit: 


“AMAAS 
fa https://amaa.org/request-for-proposal-catalog-librarian/ 
‘ 


=. i _ 


a 


5 
- 
y Pa ie Fcls } PROJEG 
Y The Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc. (AMAA) is seeking a 
VA IF YOU ARE A HISTORY qualified individual involving the cataloguing of various media types in 


The AMAA Board of Directors and staff wish to extend their heartfelt condolences to the families 
of the following deceased friends. 


* Grace Arsenian Eleanor Gertmenian * Kulalie Godfrey *Karnig Kouyoumdjian * James Minas 
Fresno, CA Oakland, CA Caruthers, CA Lawrenceville, NJ Fresno, CA 


Sarkis Balabanian * Adele Der Manuelian * Beverly Hedison * Lillian Markarian * George Nazarian 
Yerevan, Armenia Belmont, MA Lowell, MA Cranston, RI Mobile, AL 


* Adrian Kalfayan De- *Lucy Der Manuelian Isabelle Hodgson Samuel Matossian * Rosette Nezamian 
busscher — Brussels, Belgium Beloit Concord, NH Pasadena, CA Davenport, PL 


* Astrik Deirmendjian * Virginia Devejian * Marguerite Iskenderian George Mekenian * Alice Tavitian 
Louisville, CO Flushing, NY Brooklyn, NY Mahwah, NJ Whitman, MA 


Perlant Der-Garabedian * Lucy Garabedian Sylva Khoshafian *Margaret Melkonian *Robert Yacubian 
Beirut, Lebanon River Edge, NJ Waltham, MA La Grange, IL Greenfield, MA 


* Memorial donations designated for AMAA 


Obituaries 


Nancy Avakian 

Nancy Avakian, 
wife of the late Rev. Karl 
Avakian, passed away in 
Fresno, CA on October 
1, 2021 at the age of 82. 
Her given name being 
Armine Nancy, she had a 
strong framework of faith 
that was built from her 
youth in San Fernando, 
CA, where she was born on August 5, 1939. 
Nancy was the daughter of Jacob Malootian and 
Effie Roumian, who were from Turkey. They were 
very loving parents to Nancy. Although Nancy's 
parents had been in the Armenian Genocide, her 
mother always had faith in God, and because 
of God's grace and her mother's faithfulness in 
raising her in the church, Nancy accepted Christ 
in Sunday School, at the age of twelve. 

Nancy attended Westmont College in 
Santa Barbara, CA, for two years. Along with 
her general education classes, she took classes 
in Bible, and her love of studying the word of 
God continued to grow. She completed her 
education at California State University, Fresno, 
where she received a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Elementary Education, and a K-8 Teaching 
Credential. Nancy taught elementary school 
in Burbank, CA and then returned to Fresno to 
teach at Winchell Elementary School. Of the 
different grades that she taught, she especially 
enjoyed teaching third grade. 

It was here, in Fresno, where Nancy met 
her future husband, Karl Avakian. They were 
married in 1963 and blessed with two children, 
Laura and David. Nancy poured all of her love 
into her family. Her love for her family and their 
love for her were only surpassed by their love 
for the Lord. 

Nancy and her husband, Karl, a pastor, 
shared the same calling for ministry. She 
ministered alongside Karl to the youth at Pilgrim 
Armenian Congregational Church, in Fresno, CA; 
in the pastorate at the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church in Paramus, NJ; and in the church 
conference pastorate, to the 24 churches of the 
Armenian Evangelical Union in the United States 
and Canada. 

Nancy always had a calling to study and 
teach others the word of God and was faithful in 
doing so. Throughout different times in her life, 
she taught children Sunday School and Vacation 
Bible School and led high school women's, young 
women's and women's Bible Studies, even up 
until recent times. She loved seeing the impact 
God's word had on peoples’ lives, and seeing 
people grow in faith in Christ. 

Nancy delighted in reaching out to others, 
through phone calls, cards, and visits with friends 
and their families. She was a good listener and 
would always pray for people and encourage 
them. Always young at heart, she loved people 
and related well to people of any age. She was 
not just a friend, sister-in-Christ, or Bible study 
leader; she was family and made you family. 


She was a wonderful, loving and caring Christian 
woman who continued to enlarge her circles of 
friendships all of her life. 

Nancy was preceded in death by her 
parents, Jacob and Effie Malootian, her aunt, 
Armenouhie Roumian, and by her beloved 
husband Karl, of 46 years. Nancy is survived by 
her two children, Laura and David, her sister- 
in-law, Veronica Keoshkerian, and her husband, 
Daniel, and by her nephews and nieces and 
their families. 

A memorial service and celebration of 
Nancy's life was held at Pilgrim Armenian 
Congregational Church of Fresno, on October 
16, 2021. 


Anahis Jambazian Derian 

Anahis Jambazian EN 
Derian joined her Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, 
on Tuesday, October 26, 
2021. 

Anahis was born 
in Beirut to Apraham 
and Efronia (Getzoian) 
Jambazian, Armenian : a 
Genocide survivors from 
Marash. Her paternal great-uncle was the first 
Armenian Evangelical pastor in Marash. 

Anahis journeyed across the Middle East 
as a young woman, pursuing a medical career. 
She served and worked as a nurse in Aleppo and 
Derzor, Syria. 

Moving to the U.S., she first worked as a 
nurse and then helped build family businesses. 
She contributed generously over decades to 
Armenian Evangelical churches, missions and 
institutions. The Armenian Cilicia Evangelical 
Church Derian Hall, a cabin at Camp Kchag in 
Lebanon, the Armenian Evangelical Theological 
Seminary social hall in Yerevan, the Hall of 
the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Dilijan, 
the Shamlian-Tatikian School Choir Room, the 
Charlotte & Elise Merdinian Armenian Evangelical 
School Auditorium, Haigazian University's 
Armenological Library, the Camp AREV new Dining 
Hall and a new wing of the Camp AREV Lodge are 
some of the projects she funded. 

As a devoted and dedicated member of 
Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church, she served 
multiple terms as Moderator of the Church 
Council, President of the Ladies Auxiliary and 
organizer of the Vacation Bible School. 

With her first husband Henry Derian, she 
raised two children, her niece and nephew Nancy 
Jambazian and Paul Jambazian. After Henry 
passed away, she married Aram Boolghoorjian, 
who joined his Lord last year. 

A funeral service was held on December 
4 at the Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church of 
Pasadena, CA followed by interment at Mountain 
View Cemetery in Altadena, CA and a memorial 
dinner at Cilicia Church. 

Memorial donations are designated for 
Cilicia Church and Camp Arev. 


Olympia Jebejian 

Olympia Jebejian, of 
Englewood Cliffs, NJ, an 
avid reader and admirer 
of the AMAA News, un- 
expectedly entered her 
eternal rest on October 
19, 2021. She was 81. 

Born in Beirut, Leba- 
non in 1940 to parents 
Stepan and Marie Tabibian, Olympia graduated 
with honors at the age of 15 from the Armenian 
General Benevolent Union’s Tarouhi Hagopian 
Girls’ High School. She then studied Chemistry 
at the American University of Beirut, eventu- 
ally receiving both her bachelor and master’s 
degrees. While a student at A.U.B., she met Ha- 
gop Shahe Jebejian, her partner for life in every 
sense of the word. They were married in Beirut 
in 1967, by then Bishop Karekin Sarkissian, the 
future Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All 
Armenians. Following university, Olympia taught 
math and chemistry in Beirut at the Armenian 
Evangelical College and then Haigazian College. 

Seeking a brighter future for their family, 
Olympia and Shahe emigrated to the United 
States in 1969 and settled in Fort Lee, NJ. They 
welcomed their son Sarkis later that year, fol- 
lowed by their daughter Maria in 1973. They 
built an active social life among old friends from 
university and new friends in America, all of 
whom affectionately referred to her as "Ombi." 

In 1970, Olympia embarked on her decades- 
long professional passion, joining the Chemistry 
Department at Barnard College of Columbia Uni- 
versity, rising eventually to Director of General 
Chemistry Laboratories and Dean of Premedical 
Students. Over her 40 years at Barnard, Olympia 
taught and mentored thousands of future scien- 
tists, professors and physicians, which was a life- 
long source of pride and achievement for her. For 
many years Olympia led Barnard’s Higher Educa- 
tion Opportunities and Science and Technology 
Entry Programs dedicated to providing bright 
and motivated students who were economi- 
cally disadvantaged access to higher education. 

Olympia’s family life was equally impor- 
tant to her. She was overjoyed by the marriage 
of her daughter Maria to Bryan Stepanian in 
1999, and then had the pleasure to see her 
son Sarkis marry Maral Diratzouian the next 
year. For the entire extended Jebejian family, 
Olympia was a beacon of love and warmth, 
hosting hundreds of family events, including 
many Christmases and New Year’s Eves. Equally 
important, the central value she placed on 
education and professional achievement was 
an inspiration to her children, her nieces and 
nephews and other young, loved ones. In par- 
ticular, she was a model example of a working 
mother to many in her family and community. 

Active in Armenian community life since 
childhood, Olympia remained dedicated to 
the Armenian language and culture through- 
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out her life. Notable among her many en- 
deavors, she taught for almost 20 years at 
the Kirikian Armenian School of St. Thomas 
Armenian Church as well as at the Khrimian 
Lyceum of the Diocese of the Armenian Church. 

Olympia’s greatest joy in recent years were 
her four grandchildren, for whom she was an 
endless source of love and support. They loved 
her dearly and referred to her as "Mammas," 
hanging on her every word. Highlights from 
recent years were her joy in watching Robby 
(20) start college in 2019, her anticipation of 
Shahe (17) and Arto (17) applying to college this 
fall, and Katia’s (16) Sweet Sixteen Party in Sep- 
tember when Olympia’s speech stole the show. 

Olympia was predeceased by her 
brother Jivan Tabibian and sister Ani Ha- 
gopian. She is survived by the love of her 
life Hagop Shahe, her children and grand- 
children, and literally hundreds of family 
and friends who will miss her very deeply. 

Funeral services were held at St. Thom- 
as Church, Tenafly, NJ, on October 22. 


Alexander Lewis III, M.D. 

Dr. Alexander Lewis 
Ill passed away at home 
in Lafayette, CA on Sep- 
tember 29, 2021. He 
was 76. 

Alex was born on 
November 25, 1944 in 
Long Beach, CA and grew 
up in Pittsburgh, PA. 
He attended Ursinus 
College then received a Doctor of Medicine 
degree at Hahnemann Medical School (now 
Drexel University - Hahnemann University 
Hospital). Dr. Lewis returned to California and 
completed a residency in dermatology at Stan- 
ford University, where he went on to serve 
as an Adjunct Clinical Associate Professor 
of Dermatology at Stanford School of Medi- 
cine for many years. He was a Fellow of the 
American Academy of Dermatology and the 
American Society for Dermatologic Surgery. He 
maintained a private dermatology practice in 
Walnut Creek, CA until his retirement in 2016. 

On top of Mt. Tamalpais one rainy June 
day in 1976, he married Cecilia Wilson Lewis, 
with whom he spent the rest of his life. 

Dr. Lewis was a healer, an adventurer, 
and an artist. He cared for countless patients 
over the years and took pride in performing 
exquisite surgeries. He loved sailing the waters 
of the San Francisco Bay on his boat, the Seal. 
Dr. Lewis traveled extensively, from boyhood 
through his final years. Visits to Rome and the 
island of Capri in the 1960s gave him a lifelong 
appreciation for la dolce vita and Italian culture. 
Nothing made him happier than planning the 
perfect trip. His travels included exploring 
classic destinations and off-the-beaten-path 
corners of Japan, Canada, England, Ireland, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, Norway, Russia, 
Czech Republic, Slovenia, Croatia, Greece, Italy, 
Turkey, and Armenia. Back in Northern Califor- 


nia, he loved driving the beautiful backroads 
of the Bay Area in his Porsche. He especially 
enjoyed visits to Point Reyes, Tomales Bay, and 
other spots along the Pacific coast. Even closer 
to home, you could see him buzzing down the 
winding wooded roads of Lafayette on his mint 
green vintage Vespa scooter. 

Dr. Lewis possessed a deep sense of curi- 
osity and unwaning desire to learn, especially 
about the past. He felt a deep connection to 
his mother Alice's Armenian heritage, which 
he honored through research into her family's 
Genocide survival story and involvement with 
Armenian causes. He shared his love of his- 
tory with both his children, visiting countless 
archaeological sites, monuments and museums 
with them over the years. 

Dr. Lewis was also a talented photog- 
rapher, a cinephile (what a Fellini fan!), a 
car aficionado, an avid astronomer, and the 
author of a true crime novel set in the 1970s 
Bay Area. Above all else, Dr. Lewis was an im- 
measurably loving husband and father. He was 
predeceased by his parents Alexander Lewis Jr. 
and Alice Kabakjian Lewis. He is survived by his 
wife Cecilia Lewis, children Allison Lewis and 
Alexander (Sander) Lewis IV, granddaughter 
Clara Wertheimer, and brothers Dennis Lewis 
and Brady Lewis. 

Funeral services and burial were held 
on October 7, at Oakmont Memorial Park & 
Mortuary in Lafayette, CA. The family asks 
that memorial contributions be made to the 
AMAA. && 


George Mandossian 

George Kevork Man- 
dossian of Los Angeles, 
CA, beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, 
brother, uncle, relative 
and friend passed away 
peacefully on October 
17, 2021. He was 87. 

A leader of the 
Tekeyan Cultural Asso- 
ciation of the United States and Canada (TCA) 
and the Armenian Democratic Liberal Party 
(ADL), George played an important role in the 
Armenian Church and the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union. He was a founder and guid- 
ing spirit of the TCA Arshag Dickranian Armenian 
School and a member of the founding council 
of the Montebello Armenian Martyrs Memorial 
Monument. He enjoyed his profession passion- 
ately. As a civil engineer, he has left his stamp 
on many structures in the Los Angeles area. 

George Mandossian was born in Jerusa- 
lem on February 24, 1934. He was the third of 
four children (Krikor, Alice and Fimi) born to 
the late Antranig and Haiganoush Mandossian. 

He is survived by his loving wife, Hasmig 
Mandossian; son, Ohan Alex Mandossian and 
his children, Gabriel and Breanna; daughter, 
Taleen Petrossians and husband Arthur Petros- 
sians and their children Alex and Grace; sister, 
Alice Melkonian; sister-in-law, Hilda and Dr. 


Walid Ghurabi and family; brother-in-law, Dr. 
Armen and Azniv Goenjian and family; niece, 
Arda and Ara Artinian and family; nephew, Ara 
and Terri Melkonian and son; former spouse, 
mother of Ohan and Taleen, Carol Mandossian; 
and in-law, Zina Petrossians, and the entire 
Mandossian, Melkonian, Petrossians, Goenjian, 
Ghurabi, Artinian, Hadjian, Malek, Nazarian, 
Kazanjian families and relatives and friends. 

Funeral services, followed by interment, 
were held on November 9 at Hollywood 
Hills Forest Lawn Mortuary Park, Old North 
Church. Memorial donations may be made 
to the AMAA to benefit the Orphan and Child 
Care Program and AMAA Educational Support 
in Lebanon and the Tekeyan Cultural Asso- 
ciation of the United States and Canada. 


Savey Tufenkian 

Savey "Shoushig" 
Tufenkian, wife, mother, 
grandmother, and great 
grandmother passed 
away on August 25, 2021 
at home in Glendale, CA. 

Savey was born in 
Garadagh, Iran to Va- 
gharshak and Verjin Shir- 
vanian, both survivors 
of the Genocide. She received her high school 
education in Beit Mery, Lebanon and received 
a scholarship to attend American International 
College in Massachusetts, where she gradu- 
ated in 1954. Savey and her younger brother 
Kosti moved to California in 1955. Together 
they founded Western Disposal Company — 
later known as Western Waste Industries. 

She married Ralph Tufenkian of Los Angeles 
in 1956. Savey was a kind and generous person 
who was eager to help her community, both lo- 
cal and abroad. After the tragic loss of her son 
Richard in 1990, Savey and Ralph established 
the Richard Tufenkian Preschool which has 
remained closest to her heart until the end. 

In addition to the Preschool, she played 
a major role in the founding and continua- 
tion of many Armenian organizations such 
as the Armenian International Women As- 
sociation, AMAA Orphan and Child Care, USC 
Institute of Armenian Study, and many more. 

Words cannot express the void left in the 
lives of those who loved her. Savey is survived 
by her husband of 63 years, Ralph Tufenkian, son 
Greg and Caroline Tufenkian, and daughter San- 
dra and Paul Kalemkiarian. She is cherished by 
her grandchildren Sara, Lisa and Lena and their 
spouses, and Sam, Michael and Max Tufenkian. 
She was also blessed with three great grandchil- 
dren Micah, Ani and Ambrose. She will be missed 
by her brother Kosti and Marian Shirvanian, 
many nieces and nephews and extended families. 

Funeral services were held on Septem- 
ber 9 at the United Armenian Congrega- 
tional Church, Los Angeles followed by the 
burial at Forest Lawn, Hollywood Hills. ra 
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AMAA Bookstore - Featured Books 


Armenian English Diglot 
New Testament 

Western Armenian and 
Today's English version. 
Item # 508 - Price: $15.00 


History of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches of 
North and South America 
History of AEUNA churches, 
their founders, locations, 
pastors, leaders, and programs. 
Published by AEUNA 

Item # 401CO - Price: $10.00 


The Hymnal (Hokevor 
Yerkaran) 

Znqtinp Caqupwis 
Bilingual Hymns 

Item # 353 - Price: $30.00 


The Genesis and Early 


The story of Reverend Christianity (Second _—- Development of the Armenian 
Hovhannes Eskijian, who Printing) ae Missionary Association of America 
risked his life to save A fairly objective overview © History of the founding of the AMAA. 
children in Aleppo, Syria of the Christian pilgrimage By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 
during the Armenian of the Armenian people < Item # 403 - Price: $20.00 


Genocide of 1915. By 

M. Kay Nanian 
Illustrations by Mariam 
Dashtoyan 

Item # 410 - Price: $10.00 


throughout the centuries. oe 
By Leon Arpee = 
Item # 366 - Price: $25.00 


Angel of Aleppo E A History of Armenian 


The Armenian Genocide 
Evidence from the German [py 
Foreign Office Archives, 
1915-1916. 

Compiled and edited by 
Wolfgang Gust 

Item # 349 - Price: $75.00 


Armenian Ethnic Identity 
in Context: Empirical and 
Psychosocial Perspective 
Collection of Works 

By Aghop Der-Karabetian 
Item # 404CO-HU 

Price: $20.00 

All proceeds will go to 
Haigazian University. 


The Stormy and Calm 

Days of My Life 

Educator, Rescuer, Survivor. 

Sarkis Balabanian (Balaban Khoja) 
Translated by Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian 
Item # 406 - Price: $20.00 

All proceeds go to AMAA Balabanian 
Ed. Fund 


Scan here to visit 
the bookstore and Y 


Armenia Mon Amour 
Ten non-Armenian friends 
of Armenia describe their 
love for this country. 

By Svante Lundgren & 
Serafim Seppala (Eds.) 
Item # 409 - Price: $30.00 


The Armenians of Musa 
Dagh:From Obscurity 
to Genocide Resistance 
and Fame 1840-1915 
By Vahram 

% { Shemmassian, Ph.D. 
Item # 408 (paper back) - 
Price: $30.00 


For a complete listing of our Bookstore items and for orders, please visit www.amaa.org/bookstore or contact AMAA 
Bookstore: 201.265.2607 


Received With Thanks - Gunnhw4wyn_etuuep Unwgwup 


The AMAA acknowledges with gratitude receipt of the following new publication | 


Turkish Instinct or Praise of GENOCIDE Radical Islam and Armenian Genocide — Wahi Kachichyan 
Anufuinh UGUpAu Undwy Ge Pwuwuutnoneeheu — UhpujE, GntuntSGuu 
Puwuuwih Pwntp UWuunetwduwzncush GL La2wuwinn Uwnnng touptnnt— tn. Guwyh Uwnldwgqiuu 


UGS Gnwgh Bwuencu AtynGennuEnn Ge RwUwuywnthwy Qwununteheu Aw yudwn Uquiunnwywu Yntuwugnte Guu 
(9. 2wunnn) AwUywuwn Uquinw wu Yntuwygntyeheu (1921-1931) — 3wyne dwpnhuwntuu 
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BOOKS 


ACADEMIES FOR ANATOLIA, by Frank A. Stone, A Study of the 
Rationale, Program, and Impact of the Educational Institu- 
tions Sponsored by the American Board in Turkey, 400 pp, 
HD arcecsodetsiaeeseacnen teepe de baxcecdes. boucheesteibeesber Meaewens Gaxeade $39.99 


THE ARMENIAN ANSWER TO THE ARMENIAN QUESTION, by 
Richard Melikian, This book is not about the past. It is about the 
future. Pb A355CO ........cecccceccccesecceeeececeeceeeeeeeeeeeeteneeeeenees $12.00 


ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY - THE FAITH OF A NATION, by Rev. 
Dr. Aharon Sapsezian, A historical look at Christianity in the 
Armenian Culture. pb #252 .........:cccccceeeceeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeees $10.00 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICALS’ CHALLENGE TO RELIGIOUS EX- 
TREMISM: by Dr. Arthur Salibian. The Growing Influence of Funda- 
mentalism in Armenian Evangelical Churches. pb #3611 ....... $8.00 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT - HISTORY, FAITH AND 
Mission, by Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, The book consists 
of two parts: Armenian Evangelical Movement and General 
Articles, 249 pp, PO #341 oo cece cceesteeceeseeeeees $15.00 


THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL WORLD COUNCIL, by Rev. Dr. 
Vahan H. Tootikian, A Bilingual Book, is the History of the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council from its inception in 1978 
through the year 2014. pp. 397, hc #CO356 ................ $35.00 


BLESSINGs IN BITTER Cups, by Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian. A 
triumphant story of a small clan of successful working class Arme- 
nians living in Turkey just prior to World War I. hc #305 ...... $20.00 


CLAWS OF THE CRAB: GEORGIA AND ARMENIA IN CRISIS, by 
Stephen Brook. 354 pp, Nc #237.............::ccceeeeeeeteeeeees $25.00 


HEAVEN'S PASSPORT; FORAFULLER LIFE ON EARTH by Carnegie 
Calian, Ph.D. Readers will use this book not only as a resource 
for strengthening their own inner sense of living under God’s 
grace, but also as one’s biblical passport. pb #411........... $10.00 


A History OF ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY, by Leon Arpee. A fairly 
objective overview of the Christian pilgrimage of the Armenian 
people throughout the centuries. Nc #366 ..............:::06 $25.00 


I SHALL Not Die, By Rev. Nerses Sarian. The personal accounts 
of Rev. Sarian’s survival story during the Armenian Genocide. 


156 Pp., PD 4847... cece ceccceeccseceteceseeeeeeseesseeeseesseeeseees $12.00 
IN OTHER Worps, by Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji. A variety of 
selected Sermons. PD #310 ............:cceeeeceeeeeeereceeeeeeeeeeeeees $20.00 


THE MARTYRED ARMENIAN WRITERS 1915-1922: AN ANTHO- 
LoGy, by Herand M. Markarian. 250 pp, pb #362C........ $20.00 


RECLAIMING KONIA, by Heather Ruth Martin. A tale of love, 
loss and the Armenian Genocide - based on the true story of 
Melkon Jenanyan. PD #376CO ........:::ccccecceeeeteeeeeeeeeeees $14.99 


SHOWERS OF GRACE, by Arousiag Tovmassian Missirlian. A 
Memoir of God’s abundant blessings throughout a lifetime 
of Christian service. #346 .............cccccecceeeseeeeeeeeeeetees $20.00 


THE THIRSTY ENEMY - A MEMorR, by Dr. John Markarian. /t 
tells about the beginning steps in the creation of Haigazian 
College (now University), an institution of higher learning, 
and finds its theme in seven years of war, giving a drink to 
the thirsty Enemy. 438 pp, pb #335 ..........:::ccceeeee $15.00 
THE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS IN THE OTTOMAN 
EmPiIRE 1915-1916, by Viscount Bryce. Documents 
presented to Viscount Grey of Fallodon Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. QC HLF ..........cccccccecceesereeeeeeeettees $23.00 


WHISPER OF THE ROOTS - U.pdwunGtpnit UpudniGgp, by Rev. 
Vatche Ekmekjian. A bilingual book (Armenian and English) pres- 


ents the surviving Armenian Evangelical Sanctuaries and Build- 
ings of Affiliated Educational Institutions in Historical Armenia 
and Cilicia with a photo gallery. 134 pp, pb. #363CO........ $20.00 
THE YOUTH HOME OF ISTANBUL: by Hrant Guzelian. A story of 
the Remnant’s Homecoming. Pb #357 ..........::0:cceeeee $20.00 


£U36PRU &PPreLoP 


UppeGgnip UVtpupnhn GAuGning UnwoGnpnp - StnpGul* 
WhfpwG GhqukétbwG - Unwobnpyr Yuu — niunighy 
wwunpwuuntint mwupGwgp - #500............... $10.00 


duyky UnwohG GuywnwG - 26nhGul’ QuikG tewGétuG - 
VuGyniehpiG niGkgnan wjn Up ynigtpp - #351....... $25.00 


nny QuuwuGbywG SniGp - UGugnpnwgh SniG %wpép Quudini- 
lG up - 26nhpGuls 2pw6n GpiqkjbwG - #329.............. $20.00 


Uhnpyy OpkGpp - SwuGwpwGtwy QuunippwGGepp te Skpni- 
GuywG U.snowpn - StnpGwul Utp. UVowG QuquybwG tt dbp. 
bnun. Ohyepp Snnpud6p - #330............. cece eeeeeeeteeeeeeeeeeees $5.00 


Upp wGku BAG. GqaGuybwG be GnoGurpnfuniehiGp Rupbyup- 
qnyefG sk = 26nhGwyy GopniwGén AwunGh - #331.....$20.00 


ARMENIAN BIBLES - UZUSNPUGU.Cnhv26r 


ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc black - large - #502 ....625.00 


pb white - large #503 ooo... eceeeeeceeeeeeceeeeeeseeeeeeeeeaes $20.00 
Leather bound black - large #504... eee $30.00 
Leather bound white - large #505 0... eee $30.00 
EASTERN ARMENIAN BIBLE - hc #509 ............08 $20.00 
EASTERN ARMENIAN NEW TESTAMENT & PSALMS - pb 
HOOY craves ane decehtadenadieeea di ba seadlaidasaseedt atetasaadhawates $10.00 


Book Order Form 


Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue Item No.(s)} 


# (s) For a total of $ plus 


$ for postage and handling. 


In the U.S. add US$5.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for each 
additional book. For Canada and international orders, please call 
or e-mail AMAA for shipping and handling charges before you 
send in your order - (order books by catalogue numbers). 


Name: 


Address: 


E-mail: 


Tel: 


Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to Armenian Missionary Association of America in 

U.S. dollars and mail to AMAA, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 

07652. To purchase with a credit/debit card, please call the AMAA office at 
201.265.2607 or visit our website www.amaa.org 
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THE ARMENIAN MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


The Christmas Season Is nearing! No matter where they live or what traditions they celebrate, children 
around the world wait expectantly for this most special time of the year. AMAA's Christmas Joy Program is 
ready to bring smiles and fun to thousands of children in Armenia and Artsakh, The story and miracle of 
Christmas is conveyed through live music, dance and song performances at AMAA Centers and Churches 
7 in villages and cities throughout Armenia and Artsakh, At the end of each celebration Santa arrives with 

a special delivery, to be handed to each child in attendance. For many of these children, this box (which 

is filled with small toys, novelties and a Christmas activity book) may be the only Christmas present they jg 
a receive, as their families cannot afford to spend what little income they have on presents. a 

Please consider being a part of delivering hope and joy to these children. For as little as $15 your donation 
covers the cost of sending a box, filled with surprises and gifts, to a child and bringing the spirit of Christmas 
directly into their arms! Seeing the joy on their faces is our gift and a much-needed reminder of God's love. 


VES! 1 would like to help provide a blessed 


a5 Chri for children i d 
a a aristmas for children in need. 
i 


ENCLOSED IS MY DONATION OF 


© VIEW NOW! 


O$15 [$30 O1$45 O$75 [11$125 OOther $ 
Name: 

Address: 

Tel.: E-mail: 


Make check payable to: Armenian Missionary Association of America, memo: Christmas Joy 
Mail to: 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 or make a secure donation online at www.amaa.org 


eg aN Armenian Missionary Association of America Non-Profit Org. 
oe 31 West Century Road U.S. Postage 
Paramus, NJ 07652 me 
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First General Assembly and Youth Convention of the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America - June 22-25, 1972 at Pacific College in Fresno, CA 


